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News From THE published monthly 
the Research and Publications Service the National Committee for 
Free Europe, distributed limited mailing list those who have 
expressed specific interest events and developments Communist- 
dominated Europe. This bulletin compilation material collected 
the Committee for the use Radio Free Europe and its other divi- 
sions and being made available representatives the press and 
other media, universities, churches, libraries, and research centers, 
and other groups citizens who want know more about “Com- 
munism practice.” The publication not organ editorial 
wherever possible direct quotations have been used with minimum 
connective commentary. However, the Committee believes that accu- 
rate information contributes understanding the strengths and 
weaknesses the Communist system, and hence the ability the 
free nations combat this system. 


About the National Committee for Free 


The National Committee for Free Europe was founded 1949 


copyright 1953 the Research and Publications 
National Committee for Free Europe, Inc., 110 West 
Street, New York 19, 

Material contained herein may quoted without permis- 
sion, provided reference made this publication. Communi- 
cations and requests for inclusion the mailing list should 
sent the above address. 


group private American citizens who joined together for direct 
action aimed the eventual liberation the peoples the Iron Cur- 
tain countries. With the help endowments and public contributions 
the Crusade for Freedom, the Committee has set up, among other 
activities, Radio Free Europe. The Committee’s efforts are focused 
the captive countries Central and Eastern Europe. these efforts 

the Committee counts among its active allies the democratic leaders— 
scholars, journalists, political and economic experts, and men letters 
—who have escaped from the Communist enslavement their native 
lands. 
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Area Trends 


SOVIET architects revolution have for 

long time known the structural weaknesses 
their own house, but this month some the rooms 
their medieval buildings were revealed with start- 
ling clarity. the house that Stalin built, revolu- 
tionary fires burned the East German and Czech- 
oslovak rooms and rumor other smolderings 
came from the Bulgarian back room. The house was certainly not fireproof and the Satel- 
lite Stalinist regimes, schooled the canonical theory Moscow leadership assertions, 
must have remembered bitterly Lenin’s 1918 statement “War and Peace”: every 
strike bears within itself the hydra revolution.” And there were strikes, Berlin and 
Brandenburg, Prague and Pilsen and Ostrava, Haskovo and Plovdiv: steel workers, 
construction workers, miners, tobacco laborers and transport workers all demonstrating, 
resisting, striking. There were even ironies the place names where they arose: the Lenin 
Works and the Stalingrad Iron Works, the Erfurt Optima Plant, the Magdeburg Rosa 
Luxembourg, Karl Liebknecht and Karl Thaelmann Plants. 

Communist flags and posters were torn down, police attacked, work stopped, Party build- 

ings defaced, and pro-democratic and anti-Communist slogans and banners displayed. 
Blood was spilled too. The warriors the darkened minds brought out their rubber 
truncheons, their bayonets and their tanks; states emergency, siege and martial law were 
declared, once more the mailed fist Stalinism came down those working people 
for whom they had long pictured themselves saviors and for whose benefit they are 
presumably creating the terror-ridden straitjacket they call the Democratic” way 
life. 
The West was reminded the truest sense that curtain can divide mankind, but 
might also remember, less canonical minded though are, the quotation from Lenin’s 
“War and Peace” that follows the one above: equally clear that the assertion 
that every strike can develop into revolution utter nonsense.” 


CZECHOSLOVAKIA 


Ostrava (mines and steel-works), and Zilina (metal indus- 


Rebellion Against Currency Reform: the face steadily 
economic conditions brought about primarily 
labor’s unwillingness foot the bill Communist in- 
and Soviet exploitation, the Czechoslovak 
Government introduced drastic currency reform. The 
confiscated large part savings, wiped out 
debts and war-currency blocked accounts, and 
the real value wages relation prices 
approximately percent. 

Those hardest hit were the workers, who suffered the 
loss from the concurrent abolition the low- 
rationed market. Realizing that the reform was de- 
extract more work from them for less pay, workers 
back. Immediately following the announcement 
reform, they staged spontaneous strikes all over the 
The most serious stoppages were the industrial 
Pilsen (armament works), Kladno (mines), 


try); demonstrations also spread smaller plants other 
parts the country. several cities, riots, protest marches, 
with the police and militia, and assaults Com- 
munist Party offices occurred. Arrests and executions fol- 
lowed. 

Although the Government managed quell these rebel- 
lions, was clear that could not guarantee steady supply 
consumer goods, despite the fact that flood Govern- 
ment-hoarded merchandise had suddenly been released 
the market. new decree was necessary limit the amount 
purchases the new, “free” market; agricultural cultiva- 
tion was reported far behind schedule; and farm work was 
being performed with unprecedented inefficiency. 


HUNGARY 


Conference: The Budapest World Peace Confer- 
ence, attended guests from all over the world, was 
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another occasion for disseminating anti-West propaganda 
which, although milder tone, was unchanged volume. 
Vice-President the World Peace Council, Huo Mozho, 
attacked the for “encouraging Syngman Rhee’s clique 
sabotage truce and peace Korea.” Other speakers 
emphasized Hungary’s interest seeing the creation 
unified Germany, and said that although Eisenhower con- 
demned the horrors war, had set terms for negotiations 
which imperilled their success. Propaganda publicizing the 
Conference was disseminated throughout the second half 
May, and Hungarian workers had make pledges for extra 
work the form so-called protection contracts honor 
the event. 


Worker Apathy: Difficulties export production, poor 
quality output and absenteeism continue plague Hun- 
garian economists. Sabotage and production slowdowns 
the coal and steel industry and foundries have increased 
considerably recent months, indicating that worker dis- 
content growing. 


POLAND 


Newspapers Abolished: The United Peasant Party daily, 
Wola Ludu, and the newspaper the Democratic Party, 
Kurier Codzienny, were recently suppressed and their re- 
spective transferred new weekly publications. One 
cause this change may the shortage newsprint. 
However, probable that the liquidation these dailies 
step towards the abolition the Peasant Party and the 
Democratic Party, which are Communist-dominated or- 
ganizations included the so-called national front coalition. 


Conferences: Provincial Party Conferences were held 
throughout the country, each one attended Politburo 
member. this way, leading Communists attempted 
reactivate district organizations. all the top Communists, 
only Prime Minister Bierut and Marshal Rokossowski failed 
appear any these meetings. general, the Confer- 
ences dealt with shortcomings Party work and the need 
increase production. 


Higher Norms: special Government resolution proclaimed 
the Nowa Huta Foundry, now being built near Cracow, the 
main construction target for all industries involved the 
project. was stated that the Polish metallurgical and ma- 
chine industry could turn out more products were not 
for the steel shortage. 

For industry general, was announced that work 
norms should higher than hitherto. The main purpose 


this exact more output from workers for the sam 
wage. make this measure appear palatable the work. 


ers, the Government has encouraged them write 
newspapers demanding norm revisions and greater 


ferentiation wages for various categories workers. 


ROMANIA 


Policy Shift: Newspaper articles reveal that the Party 
changed the emphasis its propaganda line 
with the “construction Socialist society.” Stalin’s 


heyday, the policy, based hero worship, tolerated 
abundance Party theory, frequently quoted officials 
rationalize their failures; now, the approach practical and 
“organizational”; actual achievements are emphasized, and 
those who constantly cite Communist scripture are open 
criticism. 

Other changes are noticeable the status leading Party 
functionaries. From the order precedence which top 
officials are listed, seems that Alexandru Moghioros 
suffered slight setback position. Furthermore, Gheorghe 
Vidrascu and Alexandru Draghici have been relegated 
the fringes the limelight. These three hold security 
tions and are presumably Beria men. 


BULGARIA 


Planning: Announcements fulfillment the first Five Year 
Economic Plan four years followed the usual 
procedure: statistics were given percentages rather 


absolute figures. Official press organs stated that the 


1949 plan was fulfilled 107 percent, the 1950 plan 


100.2 percent, the 1951 plan 99.8 percent, and the 
plan 98.9 percent. However, since the Five Year Plan, 


originally extending through 1953, was supposed 
completed four years, each yearly plan should, 
have been raised percent. This was apparently 
done, and appears that the overall economic plan 


fulfilled only 81.2 percent. 


ALBANIA 


Debts Government decree “in- 
tended improve the living conditions the patriotic 
working peasantry,” wrote off all accumulated 


debts from 1949 through 1952 with regard wheat, 
rye, oat, corn, bean, rice, pea, wool and egg 
New proposals concerning collections are scheduled 


made the near future. 
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ANTI-WEST PROPAGANDA 


One the most salient features current Communist 
propaganda the effort isolate the from its allies— 
prove that leadership inimical everyone’s in- 
terests and that policy the major barrier peace. Al- 
though this propaganda milder than the propaganda 

several months ago, its purpose the same: create 
the West and hinder the development 
the West European Defense community. 


While extolling Soviet “peace gestures,” the Satellite 
continues denounce domestic and foreign policy 
cruel, decadent, warmongering, and hostile citizens 


throughout the world. evidence “growing hatred” 
leadership, the Communists have emphasized dif- 
between this country and Great Britain. Special 
attention devoted depicting American economic and 
foreign trade policy program exploitation which 
antagonizing British capitalists. High tariffs and im- 
port restrictions are cited not only evidence American 
disregard for Western Europe, but also imminent 
economic crisis within the United States. The conclusions 
the Communists draw from this that Europe can expect 
little help from country almost totally impoverished. 

Anglo-American differences are also emphasized 
propaganda Dulles’ trip the Middle East, the pros- 
Bermuda Conference and the Korean issue. The 
tone these editorials designed show that the 
world, with the exception the US, interested 
ensuring peace and improving its working relations with 
and only hindered from doing tight 
control. 


The Shrinking Purse 


major theme current Satellite propaganda the 
peace efforts. promoting this 
the Communist press still adheres the familiar 
line that war vital Wall Street magnates, whose only 
profit from rearmament. The following poem 


Political Section 


The Gloved Fist 


entitled “Stockbrokers’ Prayer,” which appeared the 
June issue Dikobraz (Prague), typical: 


“Oh Father Heaven 

Grant Thy mercy 

And dispel the cruel threat peace! 
Gold streams from all directions 
the land stars and stripes. 
thrive 

every catastrophe. 

drought, tornadoes 

And destructive floods. 

Can you imagine what 

Peace would us? 

Stocks have already gone down. 
Our money bag shrinking. 
Therefore, Father, 

Let war flame ever higher, 
Hear our pleas 

And lamentations, 

Grant fat profits, 

Preserve from peace.” 


correlated propaganda theme reiterates that the aver- 
age man the West derives benefit from rearmament: 
that unemployment has increased rather than decreased, 
despite the development Western war industry. 
these claims the Communists are obviously attempting 
kill two birds with one stone: prove that the West 
bent war and that the “class struggle” the West 
growing sharper because deteriorating living conditions. 
Scanteia (Bucharest), May 20, printing characteristic 
item this vein, declared that the “rearmament drive 
ordered American multi-millionaires” has put increas- 
ing burdens the working people: 


“For the magnates monopolistic capitalism, and 
particularly for the American ones, the rearmament 
drive, with its avalanche military orders and blood 
spilled Korea, Malaya and Vietnam, has become 
the national economy these [capitalist] countries 
has not absorbed the large number unemployed 
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placing them war industry, boasted. the 
contrary, unemployment steadily increasing because 
the liquidation numerous civilian industries.” 


“Anglo-American 


The Communists have also issued plethora propa- 
ganda copy designed demonstrate that the “rift between 
the and its allies increasing,” particularly over 
foreign trade policy. The May 7th issue Magyar Nemzet 
(Budapest) claimed that the relies the armaments 
race retain control over her European “The 
main topic defense program debates what extent 
the can shift its critical problems onto the shoulders 
European capitalists.” Hungarian-born economist Eugene 
Varga wrote long article trade policy, which ap- 
peared the May 27th issue Magyar Nemzet. Varga 
claimed that although President Eisenhower promised 
revise trade policy his first message Congress, 
steps have yet been taken, and the Americans have con- 
tinued dump their surplus goods the foreign market 
the expense the taxpayer: 


“In fact, new ‘development’ evident the Ameri- 
can dumping policy. Formerly monopolists, themselves, 
covered the expenses dumping, selling goods 
abroad reduced prices even below cost. Today, 
monopolists dump their goods the expense the 
State—in other words, the expense the taxpayers.” 


Varga stated that the has increased its exports 
capitalist countries and restricted its imports, and that 
consequence, “business circles these countries are pro- 
testing vigorously against trade policy”: 


“[But] how can the expected abandon its 
high tariff policy now, when competition the world 
market has become more intense and when, result 
the growing poverty the American working class 
and the gradual ruin the peasantry, the demand for 
goods decreasing. Under such circumstances, 
impossible expect the open its doors wide 
foreign goods. the contrary, can expect the 
intensify its high tariff policy and expect the conflicts 
between the American monopolies and other capi- 
talist countries inevitably grow sharper. The pressure 
put West European countries reluctant participate 
the creation so-called United Europe only fat 
the fire. becoming clearer that not only the 
masses, but also the so-called business circles the West 
European countries, are trying find way escape 
from American captivity.” 


Scanteia (Bucharest), May 22, printed the following 
article Anglo-American economic competition: 


“The American monopolies have increased their pres- 
sure the British dominions and colonies. They have 
seized all the traditional British markets. So-called 
American aid really means compelling Britain acquire 
useless goods from the US, such tobacco, powdered 
eggs, fruits, etc. Under pressure new inter- 
national agreement wheat has been concluded 
Washington, establishing price far above the average 


world price. This was severe blow Britain, the 
world’s main wheat importer.” 


The same emphasis Anglo-American divergencies 
appeared commentaries the forthcoming Bermuda 
Conference Churchill, Eisenhower and the French 
Premier. Radio Sofia, June declared that the real 
pose this conference was secure full British and 
French support policy, policy making demands 
the Soviet Union preliminary conditions for Big 
Four meeting.” Radio Warsaw, May 25, asserted that 
although first the British people welcomed this meeting 
because they thought would lead conference with the 
USSR, the State Department soon disillusioned them 
denying that this meeting committed the any 
Four Power Conference: 
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“Generally speaking, the British people have become 
rather fed with the fact that their politicians and 
statesmen are often taken for ride politicians 
such meetings. There the feeling that President 
Eisenhower has, any case, called the Bermuda Con- 
ference bring his British and French colleagues into 
line, for fear that result pressure from their peo- 
ples they may compelled adopt more friendly 
attitude than hitherto toward talks with the USSR.” 


Senator McCarthy 


Attacks against Senator McCarthy are prominently fea- 
tured this propaganda. The Romanian Scanteia (Bu- 
charest), May 19, wrote: 


Senator McCarthy has assumed the task exam- 
ining trade relations between East and West—that is, 
hindering trade relations between East and West. 
his [recent] speech, Attlee expressed the discontent 
Western European ruling circles with this brutal inter- 
vention. McCarthy launched violent campaign 
against Attlee. Numerous British papers all opin- 
ions are indignantly rebuking insulting ac- 
tions. The McCarthy-Attlee controversy continues. This 
testifies the sharpening British-American di- 
vergencies, well [British] mistrust the US.” 


Another attack against McCarthy appeared the Bul- 
garian Trud (Sofia), May 23: 


insult their English allies for bowing the Kremlin. 
The wise McCarthy, who has always been brilliant 
his ‘information’ and sensational did 
not hesitate charge Attlee with Communism. Follow- 
ing McCarthy, the Republican Senators Knowland, Rus- 
sell, Dirkson, Jenner and others spoke. They all came 
the conclusion that their so-called English allies 
are pushing the the dangerous road bowing be- 
fore Communist proposals [on] Korea. Therefore salva- 
tion firm policy: meeting between representa- 
tives the Great Powers. Moscow ‘conspiring’ with 
London and wants impose peace. The fear 
peace has resulted enviable courage and touching 
unanimity among Senate war-lovers. And they, con- 
cerned with the future Wall Street, promise defend 
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the profitable cold war from the ‘dangerous Moscow 
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conspiracy’. 
The theme Anglo-American conflicts was also played 
connection with Churchill’s recent foreign policy 


speech the House Commons. Radio Warsaw, May 
claimed that the speech clearly indicated strained 
British-American relations: 


“Churchill assessed the Korean-Chinese proposals 

submitted Panmunjom and said that only procedural 
problems remained settled and that the new pro- 
“All the greater was the disappointment Britain and 
when hours after speech the 
House Commons the head the delegation for 
truce negotiations, General Harrison, submitted counter- 
proposals which, according the head the Korean- 
Chinese delegation, meant step backwards 
relation previous proposals.” 


The Middle East 


Radio Warsaw also pointed the suspended British- 
negotiations sign Anglo-American dis- 


unity: 
“The Egyptian dictator, General Naguib, demands 
unconditional evacuation British troops from the 
Suez Canal Zone. The Americans are supporting Naguib 
fea- the hope that they will succeed occupying the posi- 
left vacant the British. the other hand, the 
British, who have invested 200 million pounds mili- 
tary installations the Suez Canal Zone, endeavor 
maintain control over the Suez Canal participating 
Near East Command [created] under the North At- 
Pact.” 
Radio Warsaw’s commentator emphasized, however, that 
most significant aspect the Egyptian situation “is the 
growing awareness the danger threatening 
from both English and American 
di- “An eloquent expression this open letter sent 
editors several bourgeois Egyptian papers Foster 
Dulles. The letter stated that the Arab people hate the 
and not want tied either the British 
chariot the chariot the North Atlantic Pact. This 
letter shows that the national liberation battle waged 
the Arab peoples being fought with equal fervor, 
ow- World-wide hatred the was the main theme 
Dulles’ trip the Middle East. Accord- 
Prace (Prague), May 19, the Secretary State 
greeted Egypt, Israel, Jordan and Syria with the 
“Dulles Home.” This, the newspaper declared, 
proof that “the imperialist position this 
more than shaky.” 
Radio Sofia, May 26, claimed that Dulles went the 
East order prevent the “anti-imperialist 
con- from developing and create military bloc: 
end will not spare any effort make the Arab coun- 
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Political 


Caption: Anglo-American Banquet 
Menu: British Lion Platter 


From Rabotnichesko Delo (Sofia), January 18, 1953, reprinted 
from the Romanian Scanteia (Bucharest). 


tries attach themselves the American war chariot 
joining the Middle East Command. But this task 
cult. the moment his arrival, the Arab press warned 
him that the Arab nations would not permit themselves 
taken advantage foreign countries.” 

similar broadcast May 28, Radio Warsaw gave 
the following description Dulles’ reception Israel: 
“Despite the fascist terror the Israeli Government, 
despite the intensified police measures, the Tel-Aviv masses 
came out into the streets demonstrate their firm deter- 
mination not let Israel become base for American 
aggression.” 


“Universal 


particularly venomous article world-wide hatred 
the US, the Budapest newspaper, Magyar Nemzet, May 
31, declared that the “basic principles the [Soviet-inspired] 
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peace movement are slowly but surely influencing every- 


“The poet writes about the ‘steel-gloved finger’ the 
mass murderers which again groping around the 
world map. The mother writes that her son has been 
taken Vietnam killed. The English boy talks 
about the drunken American sergeants who smash book- 
store windows the vicinity ancient universities. 
The Egyptian woman tells story British soldiers 
who have destroyed her village with tanks and bull- 
dozers. The unquenchable flames hatred war, pain, 
wrath and embitterment caused oppression, penury, 
ignorance and deprivation rights are spreading 
throughout the world. Hatred for the warmongers and 


Title: The Spider 


Caption: Dulles visited Middle-Eastern countries, draw 
them into the American orbit. 


From Przekroj (Warsaw), May 26, 1953 


oppressors has become universal. raging with equal 
force France, Egypt, India and the United States.” 


Korea 


The reports from Korea followed the usual propagand 
pattern. May Radio Prague described the “horribk 
conditions” American camps and claimed that 
one repatriated Chinese Korean was without scars. 
May 12, the newspaper Slovo published ston 
new “bacteriological warfare” Korea. According 
the newspaper, American planes dropped poisonous 
several Korean districts April 20. “The flies 
dark brown, have comparatively short wings, and 
seven millimeters long.” May 14, Rude Pravo 


the old propaganda line about American gas 


“On May sixty artillery shells lobbed the position 
the people’s forces; five them were gas shells. 
May some gas shells exploded near Kvasudon. 
same day, the enemy used eight gas shells south 
san and east Gahon.” From the small number 
mentioned, probable that the Communists 
mistook smoke shells markers for gas shells. 

Another attack appeared the May issue 
Pravo, which declared that “the prolonged peace nego 
tiations were the fault the Americans from the very 
ginning. Now they are totally destroying the 
for armistice. The leading American delegate, 
son, could not deny that his demand that Korean prisonen 


war unwilling return handed over the 


Korean Government was attempt scuttle the 
negotiations. His arrogant attitude can best 
from his question: ‘What you intend do? 


awaiting your answer!’ This was coldblooded mockery off 
the people all over the world who anxiously await 


Korean armistice. 


The Balkans 


celebrations Albanian-Bulgarian Friendship Wed 
between June 1-7 numerous attacks were directed agains 
the Balkan Pact. Radio Tirana, May 31, declared tha 
the “present friendship the two peoples par 
ticular importance because the signing the 
treaty between Belgrade, Athens and Ankara, treat 
which directed against the Soviet Union and the Peo 
ple’s Democracies, and especially against the peoples 
Bulgaria and Albania.” Zeri Popullit (Tirana), May 
wrote: 


“In their plans for new war, the Anglo-American 
imperialists are continually reviving the old aspirations 
the Belgrade chauvinists, the Greek monarcho- 
fascists and the Turkish reactionaries for territorial 
annexation our countries. They think that easier 
reach the Soviet border from these two countries. 
for this reason that they order their lackeys Greece, 
Turkey and Yugoslavia sign military treaties, carry 
out provocations against our borders, send spies and 
diversionists into our countries, and trouble our 
peace, thinking they will thus frighten [us].” 
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Western Radio 

part their campaign against the Western radio 
broadcasting Iron Curtain countries, the Polish Com- 
munist regime used Radio Day, May occasion 

for attacking “imperialist propaganda organs.” Almost 

all newspapers published scathing denunciations the 


Voice America and Radio Free Europe. Wola Ludu 
(Warsaw), May accused Vatican circles and the “reac- 
tionary clergy” supplying these stations with anti- 
Polish material for the purpose propagating third 
World War. Sztandar Mlodych declared: “The barking 
radio-stations the imperialist states [create 


countries progress and freedom, spread lies and calum- 
nies about the life liberated nations, carry propa- 
ganda which peace and mankind.” 
ition Rude Pravo (Prague), May printed similar attack 
against the Western Radio: 
“Our workers celebrate Radio Day with the Soviet 

people honor Popov, inventor the wireless trans- 
[Marconi not given credit for this invention]. 

Radio Free Europe and Voice America! 

propaganda showers our country with 
dirt, lies, slanders, and arrogant mockery. May 
Radio Free Europe went far compare our work- 
ers primitive tribes, such the Australian aborigines. 
You poor scribblers, who see behind your blinkers 


stupidity and dullness, the peak civilization good 
suspenders, chewing gum and gaudy ties,-who all 
your empty lives probably have not read single good 
book, you representatives so-called high civilization 
unworthy tie the shoelaces our workers. The Czech 
and Slovak people, with their old and rich culture, with 
unequalled progress national life, despise the 
upstarts and their mercenary servants.” 


Georgescu 


sharp note the May 30, the Romanian 
Communist Government protested the expulsion its 
Washington Legation official, Christache Zambeti, for 
trying blackmail Mr. Valeriu into spying for 
Communists. exchange for espionage, 
was promised the return his two children, 
interned evacuee camp northern Moldavia. 
The Gheorghiu-Dej regime declared that Georgescu was 
well-known spy and traitor Romania, and that the 
Zambeti case was fabricated pretext for issuing anti- 
propaganda. The diplomatic note, handed 
Harold Shantz, Minister Bucharest, was broadcast 
Agerpress follows: 
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the decision was made the 
basis statement Georgescu, well-known spy 
and traitor the Romanian people. This not the 
first plot Mr. Georgescu, nicknamed ‘Rica,’ who has 
been exposed several trials spy, saboteur and con- 
against the Romanian People’s Republic. 
had fled from Romania order evade the conse- 
quences his activity against the Romanian state. 


Political 


“The RPR Government notes that the Govern- 
ment uses Georgescu’s mendacious statement justify 
the arbitrary step against the Romanian diplomat, 
obviously order foster slanderous propaganda 
against the RPR. The RPR Government protests the 
attitude and the arbitrary step af- 
fecting the First Secretary the RPR’s legation 
Washington, Cristache Zambeti, considering his activity 
compatible with diplomatic customs.” 


should pointed out that offer was made re- 
turn Mr. Zambeti’s children, and facts were presented 
contradict the Government’s charges. 


Under the Sign the Broken Cross 
Rabotnichesko Delo (Sofia), May 22, 1953 


“The 


For months, the captive press and radio have reacted 
violently every development the Rosenberg case and 
have abused American justice and the American Govern- 
ment. characteristic commentary the subject was 
made June Radio Warsaw, which claimed that 
the Rosenberg case had the conscience honest 
people the world over”: 


Rys. 


Caption: “Election Campaign Italy.” play words made 
with kompania (company) and kampania (campaign), indicating 
that Gasperi conducted his election campaign the company 
“clerical reactionaries”, and with the aid dollars. 

From Sztandar Mlodych (Warsaw), June 1953 


“Two people were put trial only because they 
fought for peace and because they hated war. these 
grounds, two people have been sentenced electro- 
cuted Sing Sing. The charge espionage, which 
the American authorities tried the Rosenberg couple, 
frameup from beginning end.” 


its attempt make the Rosenbergs look like mar- 
tyrs, Radio Warsaw explained the reason for this “frame- 
up” follows: 


“The trial the Rosenbergs was staged ruling 
circles for strictly defined and easily understandable pur- 
poses—to foment further war hysteria the US, and 
court and police terror frighten peace defenders, 
silence all those who protest against the policy war 
and aggression.” 


Propaganda for June celebrations International 
Children’s Day was full the inevitable contrasts 
the life children the East and West. The Bulgarian 
newspaper Narodna Mladej (Sofia), May 31, eulogized 
the advantages given children the USSR and the Peo. 
ple’s Democracies: 


“Children the Soviet Union are protected with un- 
limited love and care. They have their disposal spa- 
cious schools, beautiful cultural centers, modern hos- 
pitals kindergartens and rest homes. All roads 
happiness are open Soviet children. Happy the 
childhood Polish, Hungarian, Czechoslovak and 
banian children. The childhood those the German 
Democratic Republic becoming happier.” 


contrast this state beatitude, life for children 
the West described one hunger, misery, illiteracy 
and savage exploitation. Rabotnichesko Delo (Sofia), 
June wrote: 


“In the US, there are more than four million children 
who, due poverty, not attend school. American 
children are deafened with furious war propaganda, 
threatened with atomic air-raids, and poisoned gang- 
ster films. The hangmen, MacArthur and Ridgway, 
killed tens thousands Korean children with bombs 
and poison gas. Thousands others are threatened with 
bacteriological warfare. the peoples not stop these 
hangmen, the fate Korean children [may] overtake 
children other countries.” 


Exhibit Rome 


Rome exhibit depicting life behind the Iron Curtain 
was the object recent attacks the Warsaw 
ment, which demanded that the Italian Government 
down the exhibit because was “slanderous,” “untrue,” 
and directed against Poland and other Communist coun- 
tries. Material for the Polish section the exhibit was 
gathered Polish emigres living Italy. According 
the Warsaw press, the exhibit described schools Poland] 
prisons and presented evidence Communist terrorism 
and the exceptionally high cost basic 
within the country. 

The Polish press and radio not only denounced 
but also the Gasperi Government. The Communists 
claimed that the purpose this anti-Polish exhibit was 
divert the Italian people’s attention from internal 
ties and the coming elections. Warsaw spokesmen insisted, 
however, that the exhibit would only arouse the Italian 
people’s indignation and help bring about the defeat the 
Gasperi Government. The Italian Prime Minister 
accused various crimes, such opposing the Oder 
Neisse frontier, refusing grant visas Polish sailors 
preventing Italian sportsmen from participating 
Warsaw-Prague-Berlin bicycle race. characteristic 
nunciation the exhibit appeared the May issut 
Trybuna Ludu, which wrote the following: 
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“The character this undertaking revealed the 
fact that participating were representatives the 
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ports and divisions. 
Rabotnichesko Delo (Sofia), May 1953 


reaction, Italian Fascism, and castaway emigres, 
and now [are licking those their 
committees, would seem rather comical were 
not for the criminal purpose serves. indeed 
ing new step the series anti-Polish activities the 
Government. All these acts are aimed 
propagating hatred between [Poland and Italy] and 
frustrating the possibilities easing international ten- 
GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS 
Recent editorials the Satellite press reveal that worker 
apathy and unrest the For the past few 
Ita months the Czechoslovak Government has continually de- 
nounced violations and State discipline,” and has 
prosecuted number workers for absenteeism and thefts 
merchandise and factory property. Similarly, the Hun- 
garian regime has waged incessant propaganda against pro- 
lags and poor export work, well against shift 
pping. 
recently demonstrated anew Czechoslovak Com- 
campaign against the reputation Thomas Masa- 
the 
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ryk, and rigged Hungarian parliamentary elections 
which percent the votes allegedly went Communist- 
sponsored candidates. The latest manifestation the So- 
vietization process was the reorganization the Polish 
paramilitary setup along USSR lines. 

Other major events behind the Iron Curtain included the 
suppression two Warsaw dailies, organs Communist- 
run political parties affiliated with the United Polish Work- 
ers’ Party. Since the election propagandists Hungary 
made clear that Party other than the Communist was 
necessary “Socialist society,” reasonable assume 
that the Polish Peasant and Democratic Parties will 
liquidated this basis. The abolition their dailies 
first step this direction. 

newspapers also made public changes the 
leadership the Polish Communist Youth Union, and re- 
vealed that Provincial Party Conferences Poland top 
Communists had pointed the need for increased produc- 
tion and more intense Party activity. all three Baltic 
states administrative divisions originally created the 
Soviets were abolished, clearly Soviet command. 


Anti-Masaryk 


Born over century ago, and dead for sixteen years, 
Thomas Garrigue Masaryk, the statesman and philosopher 
who founded the Czechoslovak Republic, still one the 
most formidable foes the Communists, who have con- 
sistently tried minimize his influence effort eradi- 
cate the seeds Czechoslovak democracy. Although most 
Czechoslovaks are not thoroughly familiar with Masaryk’s 
philosophical writings, great many adults spent major 
portion their lives under system government based 
largely Masaryk’s works and political philosophy. The 
country’s first President, represents the nation’s demo- 
cratic past and, such, powerful symbol Czecho- 
slovak freedom. That the Communists have failed de- 
stroy the nation’s regard for Masaryk, clear from their 
recent and violent campaign completely ruin his reputa- 
tion. 

Czechoslovakia, the Communists 
launched occasional attacks against Masaryk, but the 
same time half-heartedly gave him credit. When died 
1937, they even saw fit praise him. Zdenek Nejedly, 
now Deputy Prime Minister, wrote the following remi- 
niscence Masaryk: 


gazed Mazaryk, who was then already sixty years 
old, [in 1910], with admiration. How far ahead his 
time was. Professor, philosopher, ideologist, yet 
spoke deeds. When news later arrived his political 
work exile, vividly recalled his promise: “The main 
steps are yet taken. also saw him 1918 
How great was unique phenomenon and ex- 


Between 1945 and 1948, the Communists tried create 
the impression that they were the sole representatives 
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all that was best Czechoslovak national culture and tra- 


dition. Claiming Masaryk’s successors, they cele- 
brated his birthday with carefully written eulogies and 
speeches which described him prominent defender 
social progress, justice and liberty. The same tactics were 
applied for short time after the 1948 coup, but when the 
Communists realized that they had failed convince 
Czechoslovak nationals the “logical links” between 
Masaryk’s humanitarian philosophy and Communist goals, 
they changed their strategy. For the most part, they ad- 
hered the policy ignoring Masaryk and directing 
their attacks against his disciple and successor, Edvard 
Benes, who was vilified the guardian and advocate 
all the evils the “capitalist pre-Munich Republic.” 


Destroy the 


However, July 1952, the Government reversed its 
policy silence, and initiated large-scale campaign 
eradicate Masaryk’s influence tearing down his reputa- 
tion. About this time, the Government announced that 
Society for the Dissemination Political and Scientific 
Knowledge had been established and that one its major 
tasks was wage “merciless fight against all remnants 
Masaryk’s and Benes’ ideology.” Recently, new book 
entitled Documents the Anti-National and Anti-Popular 
Politics Masaryk appeared bookstores. Printed 
cheap edition, has been widely publicized press 
and radio “true-to-life study destroying once and for 
all the Masaryk legend.” Its authors are former Com- 
munist newspaperman, now head the Cultural Section 
the Office President, and two 
hitherto unknown. commentary the book, Rude 
Pravo (Prague), April 28, wrote: 


“The Masaryk-Benes legend has already been substan- 
tially destroyed. But some people still think that 
there something good about the original Masaryk and 
will destroy once and for all the remnants the Masa- 
ryk legend and throw full light Masa- 
ryk’s activity. the new book depicts Masaryk, 
there virtually nothing left that ‘ethical idealist,’ 
that ‘people’s friend,’ that ‘man Rid- 
ding people their illusions about Masaryk’s 
unity, which extremely important condition for 
speeding our Socialist construction.” 


Writing the same vein, Svet Prace (Prague), April 
23, declared: 


halo was purposely created around the ‘Masaryk’ 
[pre-Munich] Republic, which was bourgeois state 
industrialists and landlords. This legend depicted Masa- 
ryk ‘humanitarian standing above classes,’ ‘phi- 
losopher and statesman standing above all parties,’ 
liberator the nation,’ and the ‘workingman’s friend.’ 
The exiled traitors now the service the Western 
imperialists are still trying keep this legend and 
are even attempting augment The task 
Marxian historiography destroy this legend.” 


Thomas Masaryk 


Slanderous attacks against Masaryk appeared widely 
this month’s press part this campaign destroy the 


nation’s attachment his memory and his ideals—an 


tachment “indulged in” even few Party propagan- 
who were consequently purged. Thus Rude 
(Prague), May pilloried Masaryk agent the 
imperialist reaction”: “He always preached 
the theory the army’s reactionary mission anti 


Soviet intervention the Czechoslovak legion 
bloody intervention against the Hungarian 


Republic [1919].” Radio Prague, May 19, declared that 
the true face Masaryk, who “claimed” great 
humanist and friend the workers, shown docu- 


ment the new book revealing that refused peace 
tiations with the Soviet Government: “We quote: 


ful negotiations are absolutely impossible with those 


criminals. Their aggression must repulsed 
They understand force and force only.’ [August 
description Masaryk’s national origin, Radio 


May 16, announced scornfully: “His father was 


and his mother part Czech, part typical 


grel!” And May 12, Radio Prague commented: 
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“We frequently hear Masaryk’s proletarian 
origin. His father drove team horses but soon 
worked himself the position overseer. And his 
mother? She wanted her son become something bet- 
ter, she sent him high school and later the uni- 
versity Vienna. Masaryk definitely not worker 
origin. and his family are typically bourgeois.” 


The works Masaryk have been removed from all li- 
braries and his books can obtained from storage 
places such Prague University only after long, com- 
plicated procedure, and only with explicit 
tion from professor Marxism-Leninism. 

Popular reaction the anti-Masaryk campaign has 
not fulfilled regime expectations. After the publication 
the Documents, its authors were sent lecture tour 
throughout the country. Attendance these talks was 
reportedly poor. the town Humpolec, for instance, 
only sixty people appeared the lecure hall which had 
seating capacity for several hundred. Almost without ex- 
ception, these sixty were the local Party officials respon- 
sible for organizing the event. 

Other reports reveal that the people several towns 
staged demonstrations protest the recently ordered re- 
moval Masaryk statues. According eye-witness 
account from Brno, school children formed procession 
and placed flowers the site where Masaryk’s statue had 
formerly stood order celebrate his birthday. When 
police intervened and took some children “into custody,” 
group women staged protest march which was 
many workers from nearby factories. The demonstration 
dispersed only after the Internal Security Police sent 
reinforcements. Furthermore, Masaryk’s books are 
circulated, his photographs are hidden and 
resistance symbols, and his principles are rallying 
point the Czechoslovak resistance. 


Nejedly Replacement 


Concurrent with the campaign against Masaryk, the 
Communists have intensified their drive build the 
Zdenek Nejedly, the hope that some 
symbolic value and emotional appeal attached 
Masaryk will rub off the new Deputy Prime Minister. 
part this propaganda, all levels the Party and 
took part the February celebrations Nejedly’s 
birthday. The late Stalin sent him the Order 
and the late Klement Gottwald added other deco- 
Universities and Academies Science the 
Democracies and the USSR held special cere- 
for the former Minister Education, Arts and 
was showered with undiluted praise, and 
“one the greatest scholars modern times.” 
The articles written commemorate Nejedly’s birth- 
were full obvious comparisons with Masaryk. For 
the cultural weekly, Literarni Noviny (Prague), 
31, wrote: 


“Ever since the Masaryk dragged our cultural 
and spiritual life into the service decadent bourgeois 
Westernism, and displayed his own cosmopolitanism. 
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Zdenek Nejedly 


Sharply different from Masaryk, Nejedly’s roots are deep 

the national soil, and neither Comte nor Mill have 

been among his teachers. was inevitable that cos- 

mopolitan Masaryk became his development the serv- 
ant American imperialism, while Zdenek Nejedly, 
changing Communist position, has once more brilli- 
antly confirmed the fact that only the working class and 

Communism are the legitimate heirs the people’s 

democratic tradition.” 

far, Nejedly has had little success his ascent the 
position blueprinted for him the national gallery 
great men. His climb has been characterized awkward- 
ness and stumblings, and despite official assists, has 
shown that painfully aware his failure come 
Masaryk’s boot tops. 

Nejedly’s scientific, political and other achievements are 
rather meager. His comrades describe him historian, 
pedagogical expert, authority Slavonic studies and phi- 
lology, and outstanding However, the 
only part Nejedly’s work which any real value are 
his early essays theoretical esthetics applied, chiefly, 
music. His later studies music are nothing more 
than protracted series dilletantish, subjective and vitri- 
olic attacks against Dvorak. The same dilletantism char- 
acterizes his historical essays, particularly the later ones, 
now being celebrated the regime. best, Nejedly can 
described “functional” historian who collects facts 
fit pre-determined ideological framework. 

Nejedly’s achievements the educational field are 
equally insignificant. Before the war, carved place 
for himself the Party leading small, noisy teacher’s 
organization fight against the regular teacher’s union, 
and editing the group’s newspaper. 1945, after the 
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liberation, Nejedly was given the post Minister Edu- 
cation. The 1946 elections resulted his demotion 
less important post. After the 1948 coup, again took 
over this office and, carrying out his earlier ideas, 
plied the number Czechoslovak universities. This 
did decree which resulted the establishment 


dozens new universities and specialized faculties 
throughout the country, regardless circumstances 
needs. His method supplying new professors was 
equally arbitrary: simply appointed many his old 
friends who had some training the field science, 
where his supply was particularly short, and then made 
the deficit installing job-hungry Communists. much 
emphasized part his program was the establishment so- 
called “pedagogical faculties” intended provide every 
teacher, from kindergarten college, with university 
education. This project proved complete failure. 
Even those fields least vulnerable the ideological 
whims the Party, the level university studies reached 
all-time low. 

Despite his flimsy accomplishments, Nejedly’s works 
are continually eulogized. For example, Mlada Fronta 
(Prague), January 29, listed some the projects put out 
for Nejedly’s 75th birthday. These included expensive 
book called Zdenek Nejedly Photographs, film called 
“Zdenek Nejedly’s Life and Work,” phonograph records 
his speeches, and special postage stamp with his 
portrait. 

Nejedly supposed fulfill the role the “grand old 
man” Czechoslovakia. With his “scientific air,” his 
reputation, his titles, hairdo, pince-nez and years, 
perfectly fits Government requirements. His absolute devo- 
tion the USSR, and anyone leading the Czechoslovak 
Communist Party, and his inability build power group 
his own make him absolutely harmless. possible 
that his harmlessness will bring him more titles, academic 
honors, eulogies and, the end, State funeral. 


May 27, all Czechoslovak newspapers tersely re- 
ported trial Richard Slansky, Eduard Goldstuecker, 
Pavel Kavan and Karel Dufek charges high treason 
and espionage committed for the “Slanskyite conspira- 
torial center.” The defendants, three whom are Jews, 
allegedly confessed their crimes when “confronted with 
the overwhelming documentary evidence [against them] 
and the testimony several witnesses.” Goldstuecker and 
Slansky were sentenced life imprisonment; the other 
two defendants received years. 


Goldstuecker, the first Czechoslovak Ambassador 
Israel, was brought witness the Slansky trial. 
Shortly before the trial, was arrested Prague his 
way Oslo, where was take the post Am- 
bassador. (See December 1952 issue, 4). Richard Slansky, 
younger brother Rudolph Slansky, old-guard 
Communist who became leading official the press 
office the Czechoslovak Ministry Information after 


the coup. Involved several scandals, was transferred. 


Warsaw press attaché, then sent Iran. 
recalled the fall 1951 and arrested. Pavel Kavan 
was active the Czech National-Socialist (Benes) Party 
before the war and considered “neo-Communist.” 
During the war was the Czechoslovak brigade 
England and later became first press attaché, then first 
secretary, the London Embassy. Karel Dufek, the only 
defendant not accused sabotage, known fanatical 
Communist and former ardent follower Rudolph 


Violations Work Discipline 


For the past several months Czechoslovak economic 
planners have been plagued worker apathy, and despite 
the fact that the Government recently played its 
leniency connection with amnesty for criminals, the 
prosecution workers for absenteeism and thefts fac- 
tory property has continued. The May currency re. 
form was partly attempt destroy this indifference, 
which clearly indicated the persistence press 
nunciations violations work and State discipline, 
well Party pronouncements that anyone guilty 
these offenses will severely punished. Rude 
(Prague), May 19, declared that shift skippers, 
work discipline and people who aim disorganizing 
production will not tolerated Party ranks: 

Party member who damages work discipline 
commits serious offense] and there doubt 
that any Party member who skips shift without serious 
reason deserter. More serious offenses against 
work discipline will punished Party organizations 
according Party rules, expulsion from the Party, 
and such punishment will inflicted everyone, 


regardless his function position. 


The Regional Party Conferences, held toward the end 
May, dealt almost exclusively with the problem 
proving work discipline through better ideological 
trination. According Rude Pravo (Prague), May 
20, the Regional Conference Liberec revealed that lack 
work discipline one plant with 2,000 employees had 
caused loss approximately one year’s output. was 
also stated that labor turnover the region was high 
percent, and that not only factories, but State farms 
and cooperatives well, were obliged admit the low 
level Party discipline. 

the Regional Conference Banska Bystrica 
vakia), the General Secretary the Party complained 
that Party activities were not line with the 
tionary traditions” the region, and that large quantitie 
material had been stolen from the biggest plant the 
region because indifference hostile elements. 

The Bratislava newspaper, Lud, May 19, 
the Conference that area, and the statement 
Karol Bacilek, Minister Security, regarding 
discipline. Bacilek said that Communists must put 
sure loafers and create atmosphere which 
skippers are embarrassed. Bacilek also said that 
elements were leaning more towards the West and 


American agents who are employing new and more 
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tense methods against the regime: “Apart from the in- 
creasing number hostile individuals, the increasing class 
struggle apparent from the stronger tactics 
More espionage, sabotage and gangster methods are being 
applied.” 

Trials 


That Bacilek was referring worker hostility clear 
from numerous press commentaries and reports recent 
trials. For example, Nova Svoboda (Ostrava), April 29, 
reported that six miners, shift skippers, had been sentenced 
from three seven months’ imprisonment. The de- 
fendants allegedly pleaded that their absenteeism was due 
“irresponsibility.” 

The newspaper Prace (Prague), May 14, recorded 
Melnik trial two men accused stealing “Socialist 
One the defendants, warehouse super- 
visor charged with taking home “truckloads goods,” 
was sentenced eighteen years prison. The other de- 
fendant, “who permitted employees use factory con- 
struction materials for repairs their homes,” was sen- 
tenced three years prison. 

similar case was reported Rude Pravo (Prague), 
May 16. The newspaper announced trial seven for- 
mer railroad men who, under the leadership former 
trainman, Schejbal, stole over one million crowns worth 
“national dry goods, export ship- 
ments textiles, silks and radio sets: “They were able 
carry out these thefts because their colleagues were negli- 
gent and irresponsible fulfilling their duties.” Schejbal 
was sentenced years imprisonment, and the others 
received sentences one ten years prison. 

May 26, Rude Pravo reported trial “ten kulaks” 
Liberec. The main defendant, Josef Resler, was accused 
establishing spy network, accumulating weapons and 
explosives, and recruiting “obdurate enemies our order 
who, after the overthrow the regime, would occupy key 
positions the public administration.” Resler was alleged 
have set twenty communities organization 
who were prepare lists Party and State 
officials and suggest penalties for them after the collapse 
Communism. “These lists were sent abroad 
the slander radio station, Free Europe.” The defendants 
were also charged with failing meet their delivery obli- 
gations and with attempting seize leading positions 
the local national committee for the purpose conducting 
sabotage. Resler and another defendant were sentenced 
life; the others were sent prison for fifteen years and up. 


Worker Indifference Hungary 


Hungary, also, lack “worker discipline” has seri- 
ously hindered regime plans. Delays export production 
and the high percentage rejects have been targets 
press attacks since last fall; recent months appears 
that passive resistance the form worker negligence 
and apathy has increased, despite constant Government 
admonitions. 

November, Deputy Prime Minister Erno Gero com- 
plained that “defective production” had severely damaged 
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the economy and that the reputation Hungarian indus- 
try was threatened delays export work. improve- 
ment occurred, however; throughout the winter, the news- 
paper Nepszava recorded failures mining and heavy 
industry. January 10, the newspaper declared: “The 
enemy coming out into the open. the Ozd Cylinder 
Works, there were 138 tons rejects between January 
1-10. the same period, 370 tons material were wasted 
because inaccurate measurements.” February 27, 
Nepszava denounced slackness mining and the metal- 
lurgical industry, and complained that “neglect ma- 
chinery” and “indifference repairs” had caused serious 
production setbacks: 


“The enemy realizes the importance machinery 
imported from the Soviet Union, and therefore causes 
increasing damage this equipment. For instance, the 
other day conveyor belt broke the Tatabanya coal 
mines. After careful investigation, large bolt was 
found under the belt. was obviously placed there 
deliberately. This sabotage.” 


March and April the complaints continued. Sloppy 
supervision the Pereces Mines was rebuked Nepszava 
March 14: “Supervisors often accept unsatisfac- 
tory work. Miners are undisciplined. Absenteeism 
widespread and the loss coal production considerable.” 
Similar conditions prevailed all sectors the industry: 
“Liberation Day” Deputy Chairman the Presidium, 
Arpad Hazi, announced that production iron smelting 
and coal mining had fallen behind schedule. 

April 19, Nepszava wrote that disorganization and 
defective production the Steel Cast Plant the Ganz 
Railroad Car and Machine Factory had hindered the 
systematic manufacture railroad cars for export. Two 
days later the newspaper admitted that, since mid-April, 
production had dropped unexpectedly. During the last 
two weeks the month, rejects increased such ex- 
tent that conference technical managers from the five 
most important foundries was called order remedy 
matters. Nepszava, May wrote: Lack disci- 
pline and organization has assumed unprecedented pro- 
portions. For instance, the foundry the Ganz 
Railroad Car Factory only one out four men worked. 
The others chatted.” the following day, Nepszava 
echoed that “lack discipline” was chiefly responsible: 
“It was discovered, for instance, that Jozsef Csizmas 
[employed the Matyas Rakosi Works] slept during work 
hours.” 

From these excerpts, clear that worker discontent 
the cause many production difficulties. Dissatisfaction 
sometimes expressed openly well “sabotage,” 
negligence and absenteeism. May 10, Nepszava 
printed the following item, which gives clue the de- 
gree disaffection among Hungarian workers: “In 
Diosgyor, the enemy rejoicing and trying take advan- 
tage the workers’ ignorance and lack political con- 
sciousness. ‘Is this freedom?’ Jozsef Uzsonyi exclaimed, 
and started incite against wages.” 
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Hungarian Elections 


The May Hungarian Parliamentary elections followed 
the usual Communist pattern. The Party press reported that 
percent the 6,501,869 electorate voted and that 98.2 
percent the votes went regime-approved People’s 
Front candidates. The number invalid votes was 52,609, 
and the number votes against the People’s Front was 
61,257. Throughout the campaign, propagandists empha- 
sized that Party other than the Communist was 
officially recognized. This fact, and the explanations given 
for it, make obvious that the voter had little choice but 
accept the Government’s candidates throw away 
his vote marking the bottom his ballot. The 
official figures the election returns give little clue 
the extent the electorate’s negative response, since the 
“results,” duplicating the usual Communist percentages, 
were undoubtedly pre-determined. 

The election campaign was waged under the slogan 
national unity. Propaganda stressed Communist “peace 
efforts” and the achievements and plans the Rakosi 
administration. (See June 1953, pp. 12-13.) During April 
and the early part May, rallies were held all parts 
the country. May Minister Culture Jozsef Revai 
presented the People’s Front program Szeged. Accord- 
ing Szabad Nep (Budapest), May the Minister gave 
the official explanation for the absence rival political 

“The basis our past, present and future policy. 
has been and will constructive and frank cooperation 
with non-Communist compatriots. Many tickets and 
several parties mean various opposing programs 
labor, government and policy, and open struggle 
among hostile parties the political arena. But what 
program possible for beside the program announced 
and realized the People’s Front? Should now 
begin play election game decide which better 
—Socialism capitalism?” 


Revai criticized agricultural failures the main obstacle 
Hungary’s development and said that the volume 
agricultural exports was far lower than had been under 
the “old regime.” Revai also denounced the West’s anti- 
Communist propaganda and asserted, did almost all 
other speakers, the country’s firm policy”: 

“We not want pick quarrel with anyone: 
but will stand for our rights. are ready, 
insofar our modest means permit, help alleviate 
international tension. For instance, the cold war carried 
radio could stopped overnight. But what 
see? Since the Soviet Government’s peace overtures 
and President memorable speech, the Amer- 
ican and London radios have only stepped their 
rather stupid campaign against the Hungarian 
People’s Democracy. This, course, does not bother 
much, but typical those who demand acts proof 
our sincere will for peace.” 


Rakosi Speaks 


The final campaign speech was delivered Matyas 
Rakosi Budapest May 10. The Prime Minister un- 


derscored the progress made during the past four years 
and the nation’s greater solidarity. evidence national 
unity, cited the fact that out the 453 People’s Front 
candidates, 188 were workers, 143 peasants and agricul- 
tural workers, intellectuals, and office workers and 
other kinds employees. candidates were women, 
were Kossuth prize winners, and 230 were Stakhanovites 
people who had received awards for exemplary pro- 
duction records. 


discussing the advances made the peasantry, 
Rakosi pointed out that whereas four years ago producer 
cooperatives had embraced mere 15,000 households, 
during spring sowing this year nearly 340,000 households 
belonged these cooperatives, with total membership 
approaching the half million mark: 


“Today, producer cooperatives and State farms ac- 
count for percent all arable land. Our enemies 
have spread the rumor that peasants were forced join 
cooperatives; however, have actually slowed down the 
pace collectivization. Our primary aim train 
cadres for efficient management cooperatives.” 


The Prime Minister emphasized, however, that despite 
improvements, the enemy still active and labor discipline 
leaves much desired. The percentage waste 
high, targets for lowering production costs have not been 
reached, “Socialist property” inadequately protected, 
vigilance insufficient, and production plans are not ful- 
filled systematically: “Often, the beginning the 
month, quarter, production slow, and later workers 
try make for lags rush work and overtime.” 

Rakosi also announced that vital task the new Na- 
tional Assembly will incorporate the second Five 
Year Plan into law. “With the completion this plan, 
shall have Socialist society our country.” Among 
other things, the plan calls for doubling coal, pig-iron, 
steel and electric power output between 1955-59, increased 
educational facilities, and the extension the area under 


“Have got the prerequisites for carrying out our 
plans? Yes, have. have conscious and selfless 
working class, diligent peasantry and educated in- 
teligentsia. One the guarantees for the realization 
our plans the fact that now, the past, [shall 
have the our liberator, the mighty Soviet Un- 


“Among other things, important that wage 
ruthless struggle against our own mistakes. must not 
tolerate lack discipline, absenteeism, rejects and pro- 
duction wastes. Let vigilant all fields and 
ruthlessly take action against all who sabotage the 
building our happier future. Our People’s Democ- 
must incessantly watch for conspiracies, sabotage 
and espionage activities which, without exception, are 
initiated, organized and financed the US. Even 
now, the making so-called liberation promises 
which mean nothing but that would like restore 
the rule reactionary lords over the liberated Hun- 
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Polish Party Conferences 


Shortly after the Eighth Plenum the Polish Commu- 
Party March 28, regional Party conferences were 
throughout the country. Following the directives 
Minister Bierut, the meetings dealt with the expan- 
and Party ranks, stronger ties with 
the non-Party masses, and greater friendship with the 
Union. (See May 1953 issue, 11.) From press re- 
ports the erences, appears that particular emphasis 
placed the “reactivization” the Party general 
increasing agricultural and industrial production. 

First Secretary the Warsaw Provincial Committee, 
Wladyslaw Matwin, formerly Chairman the Union 
Polish Youth, cited shortcomings Warsaw industry and 
said that work discipline must strengthened, production 
increased and “Socialist competitions” intensified. 
Pointing out that the Warsaw industrial plan for 1952 was 
fulfilled “only percent,” Matwin said that the most 
serious mistakes occurred the field work norms and 
that the “advantages” raising them should explained 
the workers that they understand the “benefits” 
increased production: 


competition very important our 
struggle for greater quantity and improved quality 
industrial production. The quality our industrial 
production still unsatisfactory. Efforts avoid 
waste should intensified. Due unpardonable care- 
lessness, considerable amounts raw materials, energy 
and time are wasted right under our noses.” 


Matwin also complained that there were serious de- 
“socialized” trade due the poorly planned 
network and said that the distribution food stores 
inadequate, particularly the suburbs. Matwin 
that retailers not take consumer needs into 
consideration. 

the cultural field, the Secretary the Warsaw Pro- 
Committee criticized youth leaders for not fulfilling 
educational tasks raising the ideological level 
Union members. Internal Party affairs are also 
despite the fact that Party membership in- 
immediately after Stalin’s death, the influx 
members has come sudden and undesirable stop. 
addition, basic Party organizations are improperly 
state affairs must, course, have 
effect the work basic and district organiza- 
There are still organizations which have nothing 
with the leading unit the avant-garde, which 
the helm troops battle. These organiza- 
are dragging the Party down.” 
Politburo member Jacob Berman participated the 
following Matwin’s speech. Seeking the source 
present ideological difficulties, Berman stated that op- 
the Party bred “by remnants Social 
Democracy, and [their] lingering ideas. not easy 
immediately eliminate the bourgeois ballast people who 
come over the side the working class.” Berman’s 


Political 


attack against Socialists who joined with the Communists 
may presage new campaign against this group. 

the Cracow Conference the problem increasing 
Party ranks was also discussed. According Trybuna Ludu 
(Warsaw), May 21, the Conference revealed that 
progress had been made recent months, and that the 
situation was fact worse than before. “The percentage 
workers has decreased, and peasant membership has 
also diminished.” Speaking about the need for greater 
Party activity, Minister Public Security Radkiewicz 
pointed out the Conference that the Party must mo- 
bilize the masses and direct its main action “against those 
hostile forces which constitute the reserves foreign in- 
telligence agencies, the warmongering propaganda inimical 
People’s Poland.” 

Insofar rural areas were concerned, emphasis was 
placed the need for greater collectivization and higher 
agricultural output. Trybuna Ludu (Warsaw), May 10, 
reported the Conference Poznan, where was 
stated that the poor work the District Party Commit- 
tee had resulted the inadequate and irregular develop- 
ment kolkhozes: “In three years, not one productive co- 
operative was organized the [Turek] District; rural 
communities were not developed, and there were many 
‘white spots’. The villages Greater Poland owe over 
183 million zlotys the State. this amount, per- 
cent constitute the indebtedness kulak farms.” May 
15, Trybuna Ludu reported that although half the rural 
communities Opole had organized productive coopera- 
tives, Party activity among peasants was unsatisfactory. 


Paramilitary Reorganization 


Imitating the Soviet paramilitary system, Polish Com- 
munist leaders called May National Conference 
the League Soldiers’ Friends, the Aviation League and 
the Maritime League order unify these three organi- 
zations under one command. The purpose this move 
increase paramilitary activity and strengthen 
“national security.” probable that the new centralized 
leadership will facilitate more direct Army control over 
paramilitary activity. 

The new organization, specifically patterned the 
Soviet DOSAAF, called the League Soldiers’ 
Friends. Brigadier General Jozef Turski was appointed 
Chairman the Central Board and Sergiusz Minorski 
and Brigadier General Mieczyslaw Wagrowski were named 
Vice-Chairmen. The Conference passed resolution out- 
lining the League’s major task the education its 
members spirit “patriotism and solidarity” with the 
“peace camp,” and vigilance toward enemies “peace 
and progress.” According Trybuna Ludu (Warsaw), 
May 11, the resolution also stated that the “League will dis- 
seminate defense information among the public, propagate 
knowledge the heroic traditions the Polish People’s 
Army, and deepen the nation’s love for the Polish Armed 
Forces and the undefeated Soviet Army—liberator the 
Polish nation. The League will guided its work 
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the [Communist Party] and will profit from the rich 
experiences the [Soviet] DOSAAF whose examples 
and experiences will become the lever for the further de- 
velopment our organization.” 

letter the Conference, Marshal Rokossowski de- 
clared that the main objective the new League in- 
creased activity which will prepare the masses for national 
defense. Rokossowski also emphasized the fact that the 
League should “profit from the experiences DOSAAF,” 
and said that the new organization can expect the “sincere 
assistance and sympathy” the Army. 


Newspapers Discontinued 


the latter part May, the Polish Communist regime 
liquidated two Warsaw dailies: Wola Ludu and Kurier 
Codzienny. The former, edited Waclaw Schayer, was 
the organ the Central Executive Committee the 
United Peasant Party, and the latter, edited August 
Grodziecki, the newspaper the Democratic Party. Both 
parties will now have weekly publications, called Zielony 
Sztandar and Tygodnik Demokratyczny. Polish emigre 
circles interpret this move action preparatory the 
complete absorption these parties into the Communist 
Party. The United Peasant Party was formed November 
1944, after the liquidation Mikolajczyk’s Polish Peasant 
Party; the Democratic Party has existed its present form 
since 1950, when merged with the Labor Party col- 
laboration with the regime. Both parties are Communist- 
dominated, and since the regime has steadily consolidated 
its own position, possible that these “auxiliary groups” 
are longer considered necessary. 


Polish Youth Plenum 


The Twelfth Plenum the Central Committee the 
Polish Youth Association (ZMP) was held Warsaw 
from June 6-7. The Plenum adopted resolution the 
increase politico-educational work among the masses. 
quoted Sztandar Mlodych (Warsaw), June the 
resolution read: 


“The decisive factor the increase politico-edu- 
cational work and strengthening the ties between the 
ZMP and the youth masses the loyalty and the self- 
sacrificing, militant work ZMP activists. All them 
must understand and constantly bear mind the fact 
that the task politically educating youth and [get- 
ting young people] wage conscious fight for People’s 
Poland important aspect the frontline class 
struggle. One must join this fight fully prepared and 


armed with knowledge Marxism-Leninism 

Comrade Stalin’s immortal teachings.” 

Sztandar Mlodych announced that several 
members had resigned and that the Plenum had co-opted 
the following persons the Executive Committee: Janin 
Balcerzak, Herbert Goldberg, Zdzislaw Grudzien, 
slaw Krupka, Boleslaw Piechucki, Stanislaw Pilawka 
Tadeusz Rudolf, Alexander Slaw, Jozef Stepien, Tadeus 
Wegner, Jerzy Wolczyk, Edmund Wozniak and Albin 
From the list new Presidium members, appears that 
these appointments were not merely technical 
probable that under the pretext co-option, 
Committee Chairman, Stanislaw Nowocien, appointed 
December 1952, was dismissed connection with the 
cent escape pilots Jarecki and Jazwinski. July 1952 
the ZMP “took over leadership the Air 
“leadership” was exercised the selection the 
most suitable young people for service the Air 
and the airplane industry. that time, Nowocien 
Secretary the ZMP Committee, and the main speaker 
the ZMP’s “new role.” For this reason, was 


and 


ably held indirectly responsible for the escapes because 


had failed make sufficiently “careful” selection 
young persons for the Air Force. 


The Baltic Countries 


May decree, the Supreme Council 


Latvia merged the Ministry Local Industry and the 


Ministry the Fuel Industry into one Ministry. The 


Government also merged the Ministry Auto Transport, 
the Board for Navigation Small Rivers and the Main 
Road Board into Ministry Roads and Transportation 
Management. Eduards Liberts was appointed head this 
Ministry May 27. 

appointed shortly after Stalin’s death, was dismissed from 
his post and replaced Janis Zujans, department 
the Ministry Interior. was stated that Kovalchuks 
had been discharged order transferred another 
post. 


decree the Presidium the Supreme Soviet 
the USSR, the 1950 division Lithuania into four 


ministrative districts was abolished. This step, which was 


alleged have been taken the request the Presidium 


the Lithuanian SSR, means that the four 
councils and their offices will dissolved. 
ing reorganization will take place the Party. view 
similar reorganizations Latvia and Estonia, 


clear that Moscow, and not the Lithuanian 


the source this measure. 
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Special Feature 


The Czechoslovak Currency Reform: 


“On June some people not politically aware let them- 
induced the bourgeoisie into believing that the 
reform was aimed workers, who would not able live 
the new wages and would suffer from hunger. Many fell 
with the reactionaries stage anti-state demonstrations 
the intention overthrowing the regime, restoring 
capitalism and making Pilsen the springboard for 
revolutionary putsch Czechoslovakia.” 

Pravda (Pilsen), June 


ONE the most striking and frightened quotations 
pierce the Iron Curtain since the Communists seized 
Power East and Central Europe, the Czechoslovak 
revealed that the largest anti-regime and anti-Com- 
mass demonstrations that had ever taken place 
Satellite Stalinist rule had exploded Czechoslo- 
Disaffection and passive resistance, simmering for 
long time, were brought dramatically geyser-like 
the savage currency reform and the nearly total 
savings. 


Popular opposition the previous restrictive measures 
the Communist regime, dammed fear per- 


and terror, was manifest chiefly sporadic 
outbursts. The last really vigorous protests occurred 


November, 1951 when Brno workers staged shortlived 

against government order cutting Christ- 
bonuses. There have been brief and intermittent 
and slowdowns resulting from local labor disputes 
well. The currency reform, however, aroused bitter op- 
national scale, exceeding far all previous 
and resistance the area behind the Iron Curtain. 
There were strikes, riots, refusals work, “desecrations 
Stalin’s and Gottwald’s pictures,” arrests, altercations with 
and police, disavowals Party and government, 
delegations, and general resentment and re- 
everywhere. 


Survey Background, Provisions and Popular Reaction 


PRE-REFORM SITUATION 


Czechoslovakia’s currency reform May 30, 1953 com- 
pletes the cycle direct and indirect monetary reforms 
which have been imposed Europe’s captive countries 
since the end 1951. This latest financial surgery was de- 
signed cope with internal chaos: economic pressures 
intensified Czechoslovakia’s relations with other mem- 
bers the Satellite bloc and her enforced isolation from 
the Western world. The economic and political pressures 
which finally led the “reform” had been building over 
period least two years, and first became publicly 
apparent during the Slansky trials November, 1952. 


Komekon Demands 


From economic point view, the reform may 
traced the forced conversion Czechoslovak industry. 
accommodate Komekon’s blueprint for the CSR (see 
September 1952 issue, ff.), the country had con- 
vert its traditional medium and light industries into 
fundamentally specialized, heavy industry. Komekon’s de- 
mands Czechoslovakia are evident analysis 
the Czechoslovak Five Year Plan 1949-53 which was 
revised upwards 1951. While the pre-1949 Czecho- 
slovak annual productivity increase had been fixed 
5.8%, the Komekon-imposed plan upped this figure 
17.1%. increase the output her heavy industry, the 
CSR was forced take two basic steps: (a) convert the 
major part its consumer goods industry, and (b) mobilize 
all available manpower make for shortages horse- 
power and kilowatt-hours. 

These two factors contributed substantially inflation- 
ary tendencies. one hand increasing number 
people were drawn into the production processes, thus 
earning wages which sought adequate outlet. the 
other, consumer goods production could not keep pace 
with demand and, fact, declined. This inflationary pres- 
sure increased proportionally the regime offered cash 
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stimulate higher production non-consumer 
goods areas. 

Compulsory exports the USSR and other Satellite na- 
tions the Communist bloc further aggravated internal 
shortages consumer goods, thus adding another turn 
the inflationary spiral. 1952, Czechoslovakia was ship- 
ping almost three-fourths her total exports the Com- 
munist bloc. 

Soviet exploitation and the regime’s ambitious industrial 
development plans caused ever-increasing shortage 
consumer goods. result, government controlled prices 
rose, while the workers were economically 
much too vital the government effectively check the 
accompanying rise wages. 

The so-called “surplus money circulation,” Vice- 
Premier Zdenek Nejedly called it, was reality acute 
shortage consumer goods. Since money lost great deal 
its power purchase goods and services, the workers 
began “buy time, time off from work, 
became the over-riding desire people constantly har- 
assed steadily increasing work norms. Absenteeism and 
serious violations “work discipline” became increasingly 
prevalent. 


Lack Discipline 


Man-hour losses were staggering. the first six months 
1952, 200,000 workers were absent daily due illness 
accident. Unexcused absences amounted 2,906,000 
manshifts industry and building. This situation was 
steadily becoming more serious. Prace admitted May 
28, 1953, that the Antonin pit near Brno there were 
4,687 cases absenteeism during eleven month period. 
similar report was made Nova Svoboda which 
claimed that total shifts were being missed daily 
the Doubrava pits. According President Zapotocky, ab- 
senteeism reached daily national average 25% 1953. 

Workers had little interest earning more than was 
necessary maintain modest living standard for their 
families. This standard was largely the 
amount food, clothing, and other items worker family 
was able buy rations. Purchases goods excess 
rations had made special “free-market” stores 
prices ranging from 100 500% higher, which served 
drain most the extra purchasing power. Also, since 
the beginning 1953, the Government had begun taxing 
overtime and efficiency compensation, thus further reduc- 
ing incentives for harder work. 

The conflicting interests the people and the govern- 
ment constituted major political problem for the ruling 
clique. worker who, spite government decrees, 
regulations and appeals, still prefers staying home going 
work constitutes challenge and menace regime 
authority. Since even Communist Party members were af- 
flicted with apathy about earning more money which 
could buy little, the regime was faced with the problem 
breakdown Party discipline and the possible loss 
the hard core loyal well-disciplined cadres which 
they rely enforce, supervise and carry out Party 


and governmental edicts. “Surplus” money, more 
tically, lack consumer goods, had made workers 
gerously independent. 

attempt justify the recent currency reform 
Vice-Premier Zdenek Nejedly summed this 
when declared June 7th broadcast: 


[the former situation] tempted the workers 
absent from work and underestimate and minimize 
the value their wages. was incredible watch how 
much money people (and not only the old capitalists) 
had. But how could fight absenteeism when the 
worker had enough money that was able stay 
home from work for day two?” 


plain language Nejedly said that the 
regime can enforce proper discipline only when the 
ple are critically dependent upon the government 
virtually every morsel bread they eat. What 
such dependence will tie the workers closer their 


signed jobs, and prevent labor turnover which last 


according official statistics, affected one-third Czecho- 
slovakia’s entire labor force. 


Agricultural Resistance 


further reason for the currency reform was the break. 


down agricultural production and supply. Land 
lectivization, imposed 47.7% the State’s 
communities May had met with embittered 
sistance from the peasants. Because this, and 
ment and laxity the agricultural cooperatives, the 
ernment was unable extract sufficient quantities 
agricultural products through forced deliveries: notably 


eggs, milk, butter, sugar beets and potatoes, well 
all kinds vegetables and fruit. Most bulk—buying plans 
these products this year were fulfilled only 70%. 
consequence, the Government not only had 
rations February, but was unable procure sufficient 


quantities these products even honor the 


Similarly, the “free market” often did not have these 


sell, even the most exorbitant prices. Vegetables 


fruit, sold freely, could not obtained except 
occasions and then only after waiting for hours lint 
buy pound. 

With whatever savings the peasants were able 
mulate, they strengthened their position resisting 
lectivization and state delivery requirements. 


The regime’s temporary solution this crisis was 
controlled inflation. But while the rationing system 
geared conduct class war, depriving certain 


tive individuals (e.g. housewives who did not seek 
employment), was too clumsy weapon force ever 


individual exert his greatest work effort. For these 
reasons—breakdown supply, and intent force 


creased work effort—rationing was abolished. This 


would have been danger immediate failure had 
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ings not been drained off. Stockpiles merchandise were 
sure inadequate satisfy the shopping spree which 
the consumer-goods-hungry people would immediately 

undertake. 
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the spring this year, shortages reached the point 
where the Czechoslovak people suspected that currency 
was impending. rush all available goods 
ize started, though the government consistently denied rumors 
forthcoming reform. Only few days before the re- 
took place, the Ostrava paper, Nova Svoboda, re- 
ported that unprecedented rush consumer goods was 
set off the recurrence the rumor. The paper admitted 
that long queues formed outside stores, consumers tried 
buy stocks soap, salt, textiles, housewares, vege- 
and even elbowed their way into photo studios 
have their pictures taken. Money had lost its value: the 
regime much confirmed this when Rude Pravo wrote 


“It impossible introduce consistently Socialist 
organization labor and Socialist principles economy 
unless the masses the workers are made fully inter- 
ested work means the rewards they receive 
for it.” 


Even after the reform was carried out, people rushed 
the stores buy badly needed food for the few new 
koruny they possessed. Radio Ostrava exhorted the popu- 
June “Do not buy only food! are still not 
used availability and abundance foodstuffs and con- 
sumer goods good quality, and fail think larger 
purchases.” Purchase furniture and similar 
items was recommended instead. decree the Ministry 
Internal Trade dated May was made public 


June limiting purchases certain quantities food 
kg. sugar, meat, kg. kg. butter, liter milk, 


eggs, 100 grams coffee, kg. salt, kg. potatoes, me- 
nonwool textiles, meters woolens, pair shoes, 


boxes matches per 

Announcement the currency reform destroyed the last 
remnants confidence the people had the Communist 


and Government. Vice-Premier Zdenek Nejedly in- 

advertently confirmed the longstanding preparations his 
radio talk June “It was Comrade Gottwald himself 
who sponsored this idea approximately year ago.” 


The Czechoslovak people remembered, however, what the 
Minister Finance Jaroslav Kabes had written Rude 
Pravo (Prague), March 1952: “Both the favorable re- 
sults State finances 1951, the decrease money circu- 
lation and the budgetary surplus 1952, show the healthy 

our national economy and the firmness 
currency.” People were officially encouraged save 
and buy life insurance late May this year, and only 
days before the abolition rationing consumers were 
new ration tickets for June. However, Nejedly gave 
important reason for the timing the currency reform: 
“This event took place time which also internation- 
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fact, the Western Allies are quarreling among themselves, 
and they not even dare meet.” 


RULE CURRENCY REFORM 


Since the beginning this year, the Czechoslovak Com- 
munist Government has been trying prop the collapsing 
walls the State’s economy with ever firmer exhortation 
and persecution measures. Primarily addressed workers, 
these measures revealed the growing alienation the work- 
ing masses from the ruling oligarchy. However, they failed 
remedy the economic ills the country. May 30, 
1953, the Central Committee the Communist Party 
directed the government and the rubber stamp National 
Assembly pass law carrying out new currency reform. 

The Monetary Reform Act May 30, effective June 
supplemented decrees the Ministries Finance 
and Internal Trade the same date, tackled the situation 
with ruthlessness unparalleled the nation’s history: 

(1) All currency circulation was exchanged ratio 

50:1, except 300 koruny which were exchanged 
ratio 5:1. The latter provision, however, was 
not applicable persons employing labor. 

(2) Savings bank deposits were exchanged accordance 

with progressive schedule: 


5,000 koruny—at ratio 


All group savings (by employees school 
well deposited State prizes, were exchanged 
ratio 5:1. 

(3) Life insurance policies were revaluated ratio 
20:1. 

(4) All bank deposits blocked the currency reform 
November 1945, well all Government bonds 
issued since 1945, were declared null and void. 

(5) Wages, salaries, taxes, other payments, and prices 
were adjusted ratio 5:1. 

(6) Rationing food, clothing, footwear, and soap was 
discontinued. 

(7) Prices, reduced ratio 5:1, were further re- 
duced certain categories, inadequate com- 
pensation for abolition the cheap rationed market. 
Food prices were reduced average 31%, tex- 
tiles 37%, compared former “free market” 
prices. Prices formerly unrationed goods were 
reduced 7%. 

(8) Wages and salaries, reduced ration 5:1, 
were slightly raised, help bridge the gap be- 
tween the old prices rationed goods and the new 
ones. Miners working underground received 
haler (1/100 koruna) raise per hour; open-cast 
miners, haler per hour; foundry workers, haler 
per hour; workers laboring high temperatures, 
haler per hour; and all other workers receiving hourly 


col 
4,62) 

Gov 
bly 
ell 
ficient 

line 

accu 
col: 

was 
roduc 
eve 
mov 


pay, haler per hour. Piecework rates, based 
estimates, were increased 9%; those based 
measurements 18%. Monthly salaries under 1,000 
koruny were increased koruny; those between 
1,000 and 1,200 koruny, koruny. Higher 
salaries were not increased, neither were the vari- 
ous supplementary bonuses. 
Old age and disability pensions were adjusted fol- 
lows: 
under 600 koruny per month—20 koruny 
increment. 
Widow’s pensions: 
under 360 koruny per month—20 koruny 
increment. 
Social pensions: 
per month—50 koruny increment. 
Social pensions: 
(if husband and wife) 
per month-—75 koruny increment. 
Orphan’s benefits: 
under 200 koruny per month—20 koruny 
increment. 
Family allowances were adjusted follows: 


For each additional child—160 (formerly 540) 
Allowances for widows’ children were set koruny 
lower for each category the above schedule. 

The State Lottery, run spite all Marxist 
trines means collecting revenue, was 
tinued. 

Deposits credited accounts established after May 
16, when news the coming reform leaked, were 
re-calculated ratio 50:1, thus depriving the 
depositors the possibility more advantageous 
exchange split deposits. 


The Living Standard 


The currency reform drastically reduced the Czechoslo. 
vak living standard. 


(9) 


(10) 


1949 1950 1951 


Real wage index* 


100.0 764 95.1 
Nominal wage 


100.0 459.6 544.7 603.6 645.7) 138.0 
Consumer price 
100.0 601.7 573.0 697.3 169.3 


Real wages and consumer price index figures for 1953 
are based the consumer prices announced the 


Prague Ministry Internal Trade far this year. 
other years are computed from all the 104 items 
pearing the worker’s family consumer basket, 


mined the Prague State Statistical Office. Computation 


All indices refer worker family five, taking full account 


rationing: two rations for children 6-12, one for those 12-18, 
and two for working adults, with one drawing supplementary 
ration “heavy worker.” 


Average Prices Basic Consumer Goods 
(in koruny) 


Flour, wheat (coarse) 
Pork chop 
Lard 


Eggs 

Coffee, roasted 

Suit, wool, men’s 

Shirt, long sleeve, men’s 
Stockings, silk, ladies’ 
Shoes, leather, men’s 
Coal, brown, nut 

Beer, proof 


1950 
Ration 


1952 

Ration Free 
8.00 16.00 
16.95 38.80 
51.60 285.30 
67.10 467.80 
2.15 5.10 
4.50 9.60 
9.15 
1457.00 
7105.00 
624.00 
120.00 611.00 
680.00 

63.95 


1953 
(June 
2.80 
6.00 
29.40 
36.00 

2.00 
1.10 


Free 


50.00 
65.00 


4.20 
3.30 
2600.00 
200.00 
137.00 
1012.00 
59.17 
9.50 


2268.00 
262.00 


2663.00 


Industrial Worker's Average Monthly Earnings 


1937 1950 


825.00 4543.00 


= 
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Item 

1.65 
41.70 300.00 

1952 1953 

(June 


ine 


these were mostly hoarded cash). 


the basis items for 1952 yields these results: real 


exact drop real post-reform 9.7 points the 
1937 index, 10.8%, 1952 taken base year. 
One immediate effect this fall living standard was 


wage index: 91.3; consumer price index: 707.0. Thus the 
| 
the wiping out virtually all peasant savings (particularly 


Their new state 
poverty expected force the peasants try increase 
their sales both the state and directly the consumers, 

after fulfilling government delivery quotas. 


Changes the Labor Force 


Prior the currency reform little more than two mem- 
bers out the average worker family five (two out 
white collar families) were gainfully employed. 
dire need increase the family income—indirectly 
the newspaper, Nova Svoboda, which said, 
were tricked into believing that they would 
unable live their new wages”—will undoubtedly force 
more people seek employment. Since the labor reserves 
practically exhausted recruiting almost 400,000 
new workers during the Five Year Plan, this means more 
old people, women and even children will have seek 

this point, women constituted 34% the indus- 
labor force, 53% the farm labor force, and over 
all those engaged trades. The currency reform 
undoubtedly bring about changes this pattern and 
will assume increasingly important part 
Czechoslovak addition, child labor, which 
has heretofore been used sparingly, likely become 
prevalent. The April, 1953 reform, which reduced 

evidence bear out this assumption. 

Though family life Czechoslovakia had already been 
strained the fact that general both parents 
have been forced economic necessity work, the 

counting upon the reform further dissolve 
relations. the old, who the past shared the 
caretaking children, must now seek reemployment, the 

the young, and their education, will remain entirely 
the hands Communist indoctrination institutions. 


THE POST-REFORM REACTION 
News the currency reform, although anticipated 
the people for least week, spread like flame through 
grass. Angry crowds assembled before the exchange 
then rushed the stores buy “while lasts.” Fac- 
tory workers, hearing the news over plant public address 
Systems, stopped and gathered stunned groups. The news 
hotly debated, protests were made their immediate 
Party and Union supervisors, and slowly the tide anger 
began rise. 
Meanwhile, all government propaganda outlets blasted 
with announcements “people’s victory,” pub- 
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licized “thank-you letters” allegedly sent worker groups, 
and attempted direct workers’ wrath against that old 
bogey, “the class enemy,” concurrently urging workers 
“maintain labor discipline” and “increase productivity.” 

But popular anger turned quickly into rebelliousness. 
Workers refused return work, threw Party cards into 
the faces functionaries, and unreservedly condemned the 
government. Fights with the police and militia began 
many localities, people interfered with police attempting 
make arrests, and rioting and public demonstrations 
reached fever pitch against both regime and Party. 
some places, particularly communities near the Western 
frontiers, police behaved with laxity and indifference; 
others, they behaved with brutality and violence. But the 
people were angry enough defy all interference, and 
arrests and bloodshed were not 

The earliest details these events were told refugees 
who had exploited the general confusion escape the 
West. Shortly afterwards, reluctant confirmation the 
rioting and rebellions appeared provincial newspapers 
and the disobedience and defiance the workers was con- 
firmed President Zapotocky himself. 

The development the situation and its treatment 
the Communist press and radio itself revealing. 
coordinating radio digests, Communist newspaper articles 
and refugee reports, some picture the practical con- 
sequences and repercussions the reform emerges, and 
good deal more can validly deduced. first, there 
were the usual optimistic reports that the workers had 
greeted the currency reform with joy. Then there followed 
the ambiguous reports, such Zdenek Nejedly’s, broad- 
cast over Radio Prague June 1953: 


“In the first days was possible see fear the 
faces people well uncertainty about what would 
happen, but today understanding shining from their 
faces, the understanding that the road for better and 
happier future open them. 


But the overwhelming reaction the populace and its 
resistance could not concealed; press and radio began 
admit its existence and intensity both directly and obliquely. 


Prace (Prague), June 1953: 


[From Manifesto issued the Central Trade Union 
Council]: “The Presidium the Central Trade Union 
Council directs all organs the Revolutionary Trade 
Union Movement have functionaries explain the im- 
portance and aim the measure all workers, lead 
them carry out; fight mercilessly against the 
enemy, against all who want undermine, defeatism 
and false rumors, the effectiveness the far-reaching 
measures taken the Government the Czechoslovak 
Republic and the Central Committee the Communist 
Party Czechoslovakia.” 


Rude Pravo, June 1953: 

“Enforcement the steps taken the Party and the 
Government the acid test each Communist, test 
his devotion the Party, his discipline, maturity and 
fighting spirit. However, some Communists did not pass 
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this test—they proved Communists, but pro- 

prietors interested exclusively their own egos and 

their own interests, not the interests all the work- 
ing class and their state. Because unimportant prob- 
lems, some forgot their primary task—maintenance 
the State discipline which Comrade Gottwald repeat- 
edly reminded us.” 

Pravda June 1953: 

“On June some people, politically unaware, let them- 
selves induced the bourgeoisie into believing that 
the reform was aimed workers, who would not able 
live the new wages and would suffer from hunger. 
Many fell with the reactionaries stage anti-state 
demonstrations with the intention overthrowing the 
regime, restoring capitalism and making Pilsen the 
springboard for counter-revolutionary putsch Czecho- 
slovakia.” 

The workers, “belatedly realizing the nature the con- 
spirators,” are credited with “liquidating the gang 
rioters with the aid security units.” Pictures CSR 
statesmen the town hall were allegedly torn down, “pic- 
tures imperialist agent Benes hoisted,” “people incited 
commit acts violence.” “Followers American gang- 
sters publicly trod underfoot the memory Stalin and 
Gottwald and disgraced the Soviet flag.” The article 
stated that among the lessons learned that “the 
workers the Lenin Works did not stop reactionary ele- 
ments time, which must never allowed happen 
again.” 

Nova Svoboda (Ostrava), June 1953: 

“At Vaclav, Zofie, Czechoslovak Pioneer Mines, Bo- 
humin Iron Works, and the Stalingrad Iron Works 
Liskovec, some workers let themselves misled 
provocateurs the service the bourgeoisie; but loyal 
workers did not allow these elements advocates 
working class rights, and liquidated the subversive ac- 
tivities the provocateurs.” 

Nova Svoboda, June 1953: 

“Some workers fell prey the temptation the 
provocateurs and committed severe breaches work 
discipline some parts the Ostrava District. 

“Considerable unrest and provocations took place. 
several points Ostrava state and labor discipline was 
seriously disturbed. Anti-State agents attempted pro- 
voke trouble our factories and mines demand 
that they punished.” 


President Antonin Zapotocky’s June address, dealing 
solely with the reform and its reception, was most revealing 
all: 

Someone may perhaps ask: does everyone really 
welcome the new principles and measures? not 
hesitate give direct answer. No, there were even 
protests, and there reason deny it. were 
fully aware that the execution these measures was 
actually heavy blow the remains the bourgeoisie 
and the class enemy. expected their yells and pro- 
tests. And they did so. They tried make the best use 
the situation. They also tried take advantage 
our mistakes, shortcomings, and organizational disorders 
which occurred during the preparation and execution 
the reform many places. 

“Every mistake made our part grist for their 


mill. must bear this mind. Our interests have 
been jeopardized the inefficiency those directors 
administrations, plants and offices who, despite exact 
directives, failed pay the May advance payments and 
salaries time. The inadequacy exchange centers, 
which opened without enough money hand, causing 
citizens wait line for hours—all this sort thing 
has prejudiced our own interests. 

“We shall have learn from all these mistakes, and 
put things straight again. will also necessary 
draw conclusions from these errors. will necessary 
take steps against those who wanted utilize these 
mistakes for subversive anti-State activity, for evoking 
panic, and for inciting people join anti-State ac- 
tivities. 

“There have been such cases. They were thwarted 
the very start, for the whole our working class and 
the working public understood the significance the 
provokers’ intentions and refused succumb delu- 
sions and lures. 

“It necessary that you examine, above all, the ranks 
your Trade Union organizations. who strives 
slow down our Socialist construction and employs 
sabotage against cannot have place within the ranks 

“In the struggle against the class enemy necessary 
one’s guard, vigilant until all capitalist 
remnants are eliminated. Their bearers are not liqui- 
dated and Socialism not built yet. The currency 
reform has given the opportunity see the real 
faces many people, has torn off many masks and 
revealed their true intentions. 


The Refugees Report 


Probably the most accurate descriptions the events 
were given refugee reports from Salzburg, Vienna and 
Munich. These have undeniable authenticity detail 
and feeling and convey more clearly than any news report 
the demonstrations the Czechoslovak people against their 
Communist government. 

“Prague blocked troops; the capital state siege; 
factory workers uproar” were headlines provided 
German mechanic who returned Western Germany 
from the CSR June 1953. The mechanic, cautious 
and observant man, was sent Czechoslovakia June 
German firm which had delivered heavy machinery 
there year ago: 


“The workers had dealings with were not only dis- 
contented and critical, but openly expressed their mis- 
givings over the currency reform which left them 
disastrous state. the walls the factory slogan 
was crayoned: ‘For little money, little work’ para- 
phrase the Czech proverb, ‘For little money, little 

“Until June the workers did not receive one crown 
for wages, but merely their ‘pocket money’ which became 
worthless the day the currency reform. 

heard open threats that these conditions were 
intolerable and that wages were not paid out soon, 
riots would break out all over the country. One worker 
told German, ‘We don’t care any longer what 
happens us; are tired the propaganda, the 
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swindle and all that Communistic nonsense. don’t 


get our salary, will stop working and tell those 
bastards off.” 


the eve his departure Germany, the mechanic 
met two drivers who were commissioned bring special 
truck “The fellows couldn’t make it. They 
were stuck near Slany. The police told them that the road 
Prague was under repair and that they must wait until 
further notice. Then they learned through conversation 
with several persons that Prague was cut off from the rest 
the country because open revolts and riots the cap- 
ital. The city was surrounded military units and nobody 
were permitted enter. 

“There general, violent feeling hatred the coun- 
try towards the regime. The currency reform has obviously 
been the long expected reason for many people, who are 
under constant strain, release their feelings. Anything 
might happen Czechoslovakia now.” 

Another refugee reported that the miners the Ostrava 
pits went strike from May June 1953. Armed 
militia, summoned from the entire region, finally forced the 
men back work. The army had refused act against 
the miners. 

soon the reform was announced over the radio, 
general strike was declared. “There were fervent and con- 
vinced Communists, such cell leaders and supervisors, 
among the strikers. They tore their Party emblems from 
their lapels, threw them the ground and spat them. 
When the management heard these scenes, leading func- 
tionaries tried calm the miners. One miner shouted 
front all his friends: not trust you! shall 
listen America. America tells the truth!’ None 
the functionaries knew what answer that. 

“The strikers would not back down and gave sign 
starting work again. The manager ordered the local mili- 
tary unit help forcing the miners work. The 
soldiers, however, refused obey. this, alert was 
sounded and plant militia from the entire vicinity was 
summoned, The militiamen used their weapons and killed 
three miners. The miners then attacked the militiamen 
and wounded several them. militiawoman who had 
shot miner was badly beaten that she died. 

“During this battle, militiamen arrested several miners. 
Finally, the miners entered the pits, but did not work. 
Work had not been resumed June 

“People called Zapotocky ‘the greatest liar and swindler’ 
and declared that they would never trust him again. The 
news the miners’ revolt spread very quickly and aroused 
strong reactions.” 


The Workers Resist 


Another refugee report came from former worker the 
Tonak Works Novy Jicin, the Ostrava region, where 
some 1,500 workers were employed. “The workers re- 
sponded the May announcement the currency re- 
form, broadcast over the plant radio P.M., im- 
mediately stopping work and starting strike. was turbu- 
lent. Workers gathered groups and discussed and criti- 


Special Feature 


cized the government’s measures. The shift—which should 
have ended P.M.—revolted. Leading plant function- 
aries, course, heard the riots. Ladislav Barton, acting 
chairman the plant Party organization, apparently ex- 
pecting demonstrations, had alerted all members the 
plant militia and armed them with burp guns. Some 
the militiamen stood guard the factory gate, while the 
rest apparently waited for orders. Only about percent 
the 1,500 workers are Communists, but even these shouted 
excitedly: currency reform will destroy us. have 
worked for nothing! longer have confidence the 
Party anyone else!’ 

“Barton attempted convince workers that the govern- 
ment measures were not aimed them but the village 
rich and the kulaks. one point, asked the workers 
name those who had hoarded merchandise during the past 
two weeks. The workers, however, were not impressed: 
Barton’s lies and stuttering. They answered that they did 
not intend name anybody, that all them had tried 
buy goods, ever since they had found out that there would 
reform. They said: ‘We didn’t believe the newspaper 
articles which day after day denied the impending currency 
reform. The Communist Party has deceived us,’ they 
shouted. ‘We don’t trust any longer.’ 

“The arguments between Barton and the workers went 
for hours much the same way. Finally, when they 
blamed him for opposing the opinion 1,500 working 
men, admitted that himself was amazed the be- 
havior the Party; that could not understand why the 
Party had lied much. Soon after this confession, left 
the workers; but first, feeling that had ‘comfort’ 
them, said: ‘Don’t worry. The government takés care 
you. You won’t This brought terrific cry 
from the men. been starving for long time,’ they 
shouted. don’t expect anything from the 
strike throughout the entire shift, the workers left the plant 
P.M., upset and disgusted. 

“In the face the evidence, Barton had admit that 
the workers were, fact, badly cheated, but hastened 
add that the workers too had contribute strengthen 
the currency. 

“Since Monday, June Ist, work has been normal, but the 
workers show disgust and absolute distrust the govern- 
ment. The government currency reform has deeply embit- 
tered even the Communists among the workers, who think 
that ‘the people have been treated viciously.’ 

This source also reported that almost all workers all 
plants Novy Jicin went strike. The most extensive 
stoppage was the Autopal plant Novy Jicin, where 
almost 3,000 workers struck, taking the same stand the 
Tonak workers. 

letter recently smuggled out Czechoslovakia and 
turned over Radio Free Europe, new information about 
some the consequences the June riots Pilsen tells 
impressive story. The letter, dated June 12, reads: 

“The dissatisfaction the workers with the currency 
reform was refiected strikes all the Pilsen factories. 
Workers protested against the currency reform and de- 
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manded pay increases, expressing their dissatisfaction 
with the Government slogans and inscriptions. The 
protests were strongest Pilsen. From the Skoda 
Works, workers marched into the streets and were 
joined students and others. Workers seized the 
Radio Palace, Courts and City Hall, where they displayed 
photographs Presidents Masaryk and Benes, well 
the Czechoslovak flag. quantity documents, 
files and Communist Party printed material was burned. 
After that the demonstrators marched the Masaryk 
Monument, which had been hidden under wooden 
scaffolding pasted with Communist posters. The dem- 
onstrators carried pictures Masaryk and Benes and 
signs with anti-Communist slogans. Once 
reached the monument, the people set fire the scaffold- 
ing. The Police called the military for help. Soldiers 
arrived under the command Lt. Fencl. However, 
and his soldiers joined the demonstration and 
did some the policemen. 

“The rest the police tried disperse the crowds 
with fire hoses. Butchers rushed the scene and cut 
the hoses with their meat knives. The riots lasted all 
day, until more troops were called and dispersed the 
crowds with fixed bayonets. Blood flowed. Lt. Fencl 
who, together with his detail, had joined the striking 
workers, was publicly executed the following day. 
the day after that, six workers from the Skoda Works 
were likewise 

“There wave arrests Pilsen and some 2,000 
people are said jail. Never before were there 
many suicides now, particularly among the elderly 
people who lost their life savings the reform. Daily 
one can see heartbreaking scenes with old people crying 
the 


The Reports 


few hand-picked and obviously regime-sponsored reso- 
lutions were published broadcast, effort prove 
that all workers decried the outbreaks against the regime 
and were full support the currency reform. 


Nova Svoboda, June 1953: 


“The entire staff discussed the Ostrava Regional Un- 
ion Council’s Resolution workers the region. With 
disgust, condemn the first place those who ham- 
pered Socialist building not reporting work, there- 
damaging State and work discipline. demand 
that shift skippers get the severe punishment they de- 
serve. Our indignation even greater because the or- 
ganizers all this [striking] were former capitalist ele- 
ments and their helpers, such former policemen the 


First Republic and during the German Occupation, de- 
moted Army officers, and other elements hostile our 
people and the Republic. demand that they receive 
the most severe punishment, according the law the 
protection the Republic. 

Staff Pit 733—Ludvik Mine” 


Svoboda, June 1953: 

Hostile elements some plants and pits the 
Ostrava region tried induce part the workers 
stop work, strike and damage State property. 
cannot approve the action these wreckers and 
enemies our building efforts, because so, our 
industry would paralyzed and the Plan could not 
fulfilled. declare our solidarity with those workers 
who firmly report work order fulfill Gott- 
wald’s Five Year Plan. 

“We unanimously demand that our working class deal 
severely with people such Rezek, Repisky, Antoncik, 
and others members the bourgeoisie and their 
helpers who, guided their masters, the Western im- 
perialists, use every means cause unrest and who 
organize these actions. 

“Comrades! not permit further subversive attacks! 
Reject agitators and demagogues. Everyone report 
work all plants, that our foundries will supplied 
with coke, that our factories will able produce 
more, just we, working the fields, are trying 
produce better crops for our common national dinner 
table. are firm and your side! 


Village organization the CPCz 
Brumovice. 
Prokop Holub, Chairman” 


Both from refugee reports and Communist 
clear that there were riots the Lenin (Skoda) 
Pilsen, where machinery was damaged, the town 
pillaged and official papers burned. Sporadic small 
fire was heard there, both June and June 
and militiamen and soldiers patrolled the streets 
rifles ready, and machine guns were mounted 
strategic points. Slowdowns were reported Kladno 
other towns. Strikes were reported the Tatra Works 
Koprivnice (near Ostrava) May and June 
the Tonak and Autopal plants Novy Jicin. 


car strike was reported Prague June Riots were 


reported Jaromerice where Communist Party 
ters was damaged. Jihlava, crowds interferred 
police attempts arrest demonstrators. Ostrava 
struck from May June and could only 


back work armed militia. 
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Economic Section 


The Law Demand 


WAGES AND PRICES 


finance long-term Economic Plans for industrial de- 


velopment, all Satellite regimes have progressively reduced 


the rate consumer purchasing power and ploughed 


ever-growing share national output back into industrial 
production. Civilian consumption has been reduced through 


numerous techniques, some them highly complicated, 


but they boil down three basic steps: 


(1) The cost, wages, for each unit production 


raising work norms while freezing (or under-rais- 


ing) take-home pay: making the workingman produce 


more for lower wages. 


(2) Take-home pay further reduced through taxation, 


compulsory savings, forced contributions and “State loans”. 


(3) What the worker has left could, presumably, 


spent consumer goods. But since the national produc- 
potential has been overwhelmingly concentrated 


heavy-industrial output and there proportionate scar- 


city consumer products the market, Satellite regimes 
manipulate prices bring buying power line with the 
available supply goods. 


This third step implemented variety ways. Items 
are taken off the cheap rationed market; the same 


time, high “free market” levels are lowered slightly give 
the government chance appear benevolent. Inferior 
goods are sold prices previously charged for better-quality 
articles. Consumers who not use ration privileges 


given deadline (although the goods may unavail- 
able) must forfeit their coupons. State store managers 


frequently refuse honor ration cards, even within the 
time limit. Monetary “reforms” wipe out, one 


both consumer savings and current consumer pur- 
chasing power. these and other methods, consumer de- 
mand kept down the level consumer goods supply, 
workers are forced produce more earn subsistence 
wages, and industrialization imposed the country 
tremendous sacrifice the people’s living standard. 
Developments described below (and the Special Fea- 
ture, “Czechoslovak Currency Reform”) are rife with 


examples one another these anti-consumer tech- 
niques. Throughout the area Stalinist regimes have boasted 
about derationing, price reductions, wage increases, and 
rises living standard. Exactly the opposite has hap- 
pened: all Satellite countries there has been steady 
drop the standard living; all, the rate consump- 
tion has been cut the bone and man’s comfort has 
been ransomed for more and bigger machines. 


Hungary 


The average monthly income Hungarian worker 
today 600 forints*, about dollars official ex- 
change rates. certain percentage this take-home pay 
deducted the outset: about 8.5 percent for the “peace 
loan”; 1.5 percent for Party and union dues; 1.5 percent 
for social security; about 10-12 forints for newspaper sub- 
scriptions and similar “voluntary” expenses. ordinary 
industrial worker can make 650 forints month, provided 
fulfills his norm 100 percent. Some categories make 
considerably more: non-skilled machine operators get 
about 700 forints; non-skilled iron workers Budapest, 800 
forints; skilled iron workers get 1,000 forints; miners, 1,200 
forints. Captains the secret police make 3,277 forints 
month and enjoy special ration privileges. 


Prices 


Actual purchasing power these various salaries 
strictly controlled. Hungarian laborer, who escaped 
last May, described recent flour and 
which divide the population into districts and specify 
which stores the people each district may buy their flour 
allotment: one kilogram per person every ten days. One 
kg. white flour sells for forints; dark bread for 2.80 
forints the kg.; better quality bread for 3.60 forints. Any- 
one failing purchase his allotment within the prescribed 
ten-day period loses it. 


forints are the equivalent one dollar; forints 
one dollar the black and “free” markets. 
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Just before the May parliamentary elections the 
regime made effort create least the impression 
improved conditions. Early that month, State grocery and 
meat stores displayed unusually large quantities goods: 
particularly canned goods and quality cold cuts. The cost 
one kilo oil was forints and margarine was priced 
forints. 

The State store price eggs now 1.50 forints apiece; 
the “free market” price, 1.80. The government promised 
potatoes 3.50 forints kg. but they are seldom available 
and then only small quantities. The regular price 
better grade potatoes seven eight forints. Rice has 
completely disappeared from the market (the last price 
given for one kg. was forints). Milk and heavy cream 
are not available. Sour cream sells for forints liter 
and cream cheese forints kg. Butter and cottage 
cheese are rarities sometimes available State stores 
official prices—72 and forints respectively. Butter also 
available from time time the “free market” for 
100 forints kg., and cottage cheese for forints. 

Vegetables are available the following prices: low 
quality lettuce—40 fillers* head, better quality— 
one forint and 1.20 1.70 forints the “free market” one 
kg. lower grade soup greens—20 forints; kohlrabi 
—12 forints kg.; spinach—three forints kg.; as- 
paragus—28 forints; Savoy cabbage—six forints 
kg.; and sour grass—six forints. 


Purchasing Power 


Pre-war purchasing power contrasts markedly with the 
current wage-price ratio, particularly where foodstuffs are 
concerned. Before World War II, industrial worker 
eight-hour day, six days week, earned 95.25 pengos** 
per month. The weekly cost food Budapest that 
time came approximately 6.35 pengos; the monthly food 
bill came about 28.57 pengos, 29.9 percent the 
total worker income. Today, the same amount lower 
quality food costs 106.18 forints week 477.80 forints 
per month: 73.51 percent the average worker’s total 
monthly income. 


Romania 


Following the January, 1952 Romanian monetary reform, 
wages were adjusted downward fit the reduced exchange 
rate new old According the most re- 
cent information, worker incomes now range from 300 
650 lei. Salaries State employees have similar range: 
division chief may earn maximum 800 per month 
while physician, employed State hospital, gets be- 
tween 500 and 600. Since the beginning the year there 
has been tendency reduce earnings raising daily 
norms without equivalent wage increases, and reshuffling 
wage groups jobs professions where the piece-work 
system inapplicable. With the exception few vague 


100 fillers forint. 
5.72 pengos were the equivalent one gold dollar. 
11.02 lei are worth one dollar. 


references which appeared recently the official press 
(chiefly concerning railway workers), nothing about this 
new wage policy known. 


Prices 


While wages general have been frozen since down- 
ward adjustments the currency reform, prices have fluc- 
tuated considerably. One immediate effect compulsory 
deflation was wipe out peasant savings, leaving farmers 
without sufficient funds pay increased taxes and thereby 
forcing them flood all their crop reserves onto the un- 
rationed “free market”, attempt raise quick cash. 
This sudden increase the volume foodstuffs sent “free 
market” prices down during the first few months after 
currency reform became law. Prices rationed, State store 
items were lowered the law itself. 

This period sinking prices lasted only short time, 
however, before they began climbing back pre-currency 
reform levels. Since mid-1952, some goods have been taken 
off ration and placed the “free market”, where work- 
ers are forced buy them double more their former 
price. Goods remaining the low-priced, rationed cate- 
gory are often unavailable and coupons are frequently not 
honored for weeks months time. these and other 
methods the regime channels fixed incomes into the “free 
market”, where purchasing power can arbitrarily re- 
duced almost endless variety price manipulations. 


= 


Purchasing Power bas 


The following comparative prices (in lei) give general 
picture purchasing power left the worker, after taxes 
and other deductions have slashed his take-home pay the 


some percent: 
ove 
Item Ration “Free Market” 
........... 1.10 3.00 


The cost one streetcar fare 0.40 lei, one bus fare 


—0.60 lei, and one entrance fee movie—2.00 3.50 lei. 
Poland 
Information concerning new wage scales put into effect 
following the Polish government’s January wage-price de- 
cree (see March issue, page 31) scattered and incom- 
plete. Nevertheless, some figures the earnings miners, 
carpenters and fishermen have been reported. 
Miners are now divided into two main groups: those 


working underground and those working the surface. 
The first group subdivided into categories and the 
second into 


fare 


Trade Unions, discussed other wages article pub- 


de- 
com- 
ners, 


those 


face. 


the 


Underground Workers: 


Category perhour per day 

2.60 20.80 

2.91 23.28 

25.68 

28.95 

4.51 36.08 

4.74 

Surface Workers: 

Category zlotys per day 

1.93 15.44 

2.44 19.52 

2.51 20.08 


These wages apply workers who are paid time 


basis. The scale differs for those working under the widely 


used piece-work system. Hourly rates are somewhat higher 
and depend production—the workers being paid for 


the number units produced. the plan over-fiulfilled, 


rates increase sharply proportion the percentage 
overfulfillment. 

Miner’s wages are considered rather high. The average 
wages paid for so-called ordinary jobs were outlined 
Ferski, Director the Department Norms and Wages 
the State Planning Commission, The Organization 
Labor and Wages, Part II, Organization Wages, 1951, 
page 21: 


1.13 1.22 1.38 1.54 1.70 1.89 2.07 2.26 


Ferski also explained that workers doing piece-work re- 
ceive percent more. 

These wages are now higher, since the January decree 
raised those the lowest pay group percent and 
those the highest, percent. 

Victor Klosiewicz, chairman the Central Council 


Trybuna Ludu May 10. According him, 
belonging the VII category, who engaged 
building the Zeran power station near Warsaw, gets 
average 3,900 zlotys month; highly qualified car- 


other industries, about 1,500 zlotys; and highly 


skilled construction worker, about 1,200. did not ex- 


zlotys equal one dollar. 


Economic 


plain whether these were basic salaries payment for 
piece-work (along with premiums and increases for over- 
fulfillment norms). They were not given average 
pay figures. 

Fishermen employed “Dalmor” (Deep Sea Fishing 
Industry) get the following pay: 


zlotys per month 
Experienced fisherman and cook ............. 350 


Fishermen also receive percentage the value the 
catch. Prices for various kinds fish are fixed. Premiums 
are tripled the plan overfulfilled and are figured the 
number fish caught over the quota. Percentage shares 
are divided follows: 


0.35% 
Experienced fisherman and cook ............. 0.35% 


Government Workers’ Salaries 

The January decree did not apply employees gov- 
ernment offices, but during January and series 
regulations dealing with these workers was passed 
the Presidium. Accordingly, employees the Ministry 
Forestry get from 432 1,333 zlotys month em- 
ployed the Central Management State Forests. Other 
workers get from 376 1,249 zlotys. Employees are also 
entitled allowances, which differ according wage 
group and run from zlotys Warsaw and 
zlotys other localities. Previous salaries ranged from 
Warsaw, zlotys elsewhere. (Journal Law, 24, 1950). 

The highest salary paid judge was 1,260 zlotys before 
the decree. Now 1,600 zlotys Warsaw, 1,489 else- 
where. The lowest salary judge, formerly 750 zlotys, 
now 1,054 zlotys Warsaw and 964 outside. Judges 
are also entitled allowances. Local allowances which 
formerly ranged from zlotys now run from 
zlotys. Service allowances have risen from 150 600 zlotys 
from 189 756 zlotys. 

Although government employee wage increases are not 
exorbitant, some government officials have gained quite 
lot from the new revisions. this group belong the higher 
officials the State administration and members the 
Trade Unions who act factory councilors and are ex- 
empted from factory work. Salaries for 1949 were given 
zlotys use before the October, 1950 currency reform. 
the new ratio published that time was 100 old 
new figures under “Previous salary” are given 
new Only basic salaries are given. should 
noted that present salaries are divided into three categories 
but were not differentiated 1949. Their wage scale 
can broken down into the following categories (Journal 
Law, No. 14, March 1949 and No. January 1953). 
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Present Salary 
Others 


Previous Salary 


Central Gov't 


Category officials (in Warsaw) (elsewhere) 
1,110 1,566 1,421 1,332 
1,020 1,455 1,326 1,249 
780 1,215 1,094 1,000 
645 1,016 926 838 
558 868 816 734 
471 756 708 626 
411 676 632 554 
366 619 574 498 
330 566 524 452 
300 522 484 418 
279 492 452 394 
264 472 432 


can seen from the table, rate increases accorded 
government officials are twice high the percent 
alloted the highest bracket workers. The discrepancy 
even wider, considering the special allowances (from 
110 675 zlotys month) given government employees 
categories VII. addition, special service allow- 
ances allotted all government officials run from 567 
zlotys, average 125 percent more than those previ- 
ously given. 

Even more significant are new salary regulations per- 
taining members factory councils released from their 
professional work. Their wages have been set per- 
cent the salary drawn the director the factory 
which they are employed, and include the same service 
allowances. 


Current Prices 


Official prices for goods available State stores (pub- 
lished Gazeta Handlowa during May and June, together 
with those quoted recent refugees) combine give 
brief picture the current cost living Poland. 


Item zlotys per kg. 
zlotys per meter 
Women’s dress material .................... 120 
Women’s coat material (60% wool) ......... 360 
Men’s suiting (60% wool) ................. 400 
Man’s overcoat (poor quality) ............. 450 


Bulgaria 


The average wage scale current Bulgaria reads 


follows: 
Worker leva* 
13-18 per day 
18-23 per day 
With high school education .... 
With university training ....... 480-800 per month 
Top government officials ....... 1,000 per month 
Party functionaries ............. 2,000 per month 


Prices 


the result reductions put into effect last autumn 
(see December, 1952 issue, page 27), the following State- 


store retail prices are current: 


Commodity 


Foods 


Black bread (mixture) ..... 
White bread (regular) .... 
White flour 
Macaroni 
Fresh skimmed cow’s milk 
Fresh whole cow’s milk .... 
White sheep cheese 
Kashaval cheese 


Cow’s butter (seldom 


Beef (Ist grade) 
Beef (3rd grade) 
Veal grade) 
Pork 
Fresh sausage 
Egg grade) 
Spring chicken 
Dried beans 
Dried lentils 
Olives 
Granulated sugar 
Apple marmalade 
Black pepper 


Clothing: 
Men’s overcoat material 
(wool) 


6.80 leva equal one dollar. 


Quantity Price (in leva) 
kg. 1.96 
4.80 
6.80 
9.00 
10.00 
liter 3.80 
liter 
lkg. 13.60 
20.00 
25.00 
liter 15.00 
20.00 
16.00 
12.00 
20.00 
24.00 
20.00 
kg. 20.00 
kg. 
0.95 
17.50 
kg. 10.00 
10.00 
25.60 
40.00 
9.60 
10.00 
8.00 
234.00 
meter 


nil 


340. 


Men’s suiting (wool) ....... meter 150.-390. 
Women’s dress material 

Cotton (American type) .... meter 18.00 
Cotton (Oxford type) ...... meter 
Men’s undershirt .......... 
Men’s undershorts ......... 48.00 
Men’s sweater (coarse domes- 

Women’s sweater (coarse do- 

mestic wool) ............ 50.-127. 
Cotton stockings ........... pair 26.00 
Men’s leather shoes ........ pair 
Women’s leather shoes ..... pair 240.-280. 
Children’s leather shoes pair 80.-100. 
ski ............ pair 560.00 

Miscellaneous: 

Stove (Pernik type, #3) ... 400.00 
Blanket (wool leftovers and 

280.-312. 
Bed springs (single bed) ... 400.00 
Double iron bed ........... 240.00 
Two wing wardrobe ....... 1,130.00 
Porcelain plate ............ 
2.00 
Aluminum fork ........... 
Aluminum spoon .......... 
Aluminum knife ........... 
Electricity (ordinary use) 0.28 


Purchasing Power 


Some concept the present purchasing power the 


far the average pay envelope will stretch, 


necessities—emerges from the following break- 


down rent and clothing expenditures for single male 
worker with gross yearly income 5,040 leva. 


Item leva 
Yearly rent for furnished room ............... 960 


These expenditures leave only 1,339 leva (3.66 leva 


Economic 


day) with which the worker must buy his food, cigarettes, 
toiletries and medicines, after deducting numerous obliga- 
tions the State: taxes and dues (automatically withheld 
from his salary) Trade Union and any other membership 
fees; insurance premiums; “voluntary” contributions, and 
State “loans.” 


Estonia 
Current wages Estonia run follows: 


Category rubles* per month 
900 
Unskilled worker ................ 500 
600 
Railway pointsman .................... 
Railway watchman .................... 250 
Graduate bookkeeper .................. 
Elementary school teacher 
(an additional rubles active pioneer leader) 

(an additional rubles active pioneer leader) 
University professor (Ph.D.) ........... 2,000 
Infantry lieutenant 1400 
Major the air corps .................. 
Militia lieutenant (female) ............. 

Prices 

Prices were reduced April 
Food rubles per kg. 


rubles equal one dollar. 
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liter milk costs from three four rubles and one 
egg from 1.50 2.00. Vegetables are available only 
kolkhoz markets: prices vary and are based the “free 
market.” 


Clothing, etc. rubles 

119.00 per meter 
Women’s cotton stockings...... 


nylon (Soviet) stock- 


Men’s socks (cotton) ......... pair 

Women’s underwear .......... 172.00 

0.5 liter vodka ............. $2.05 

0.75 liter port wine......... 21.30 

kilometer 

Cheap meal cafeteria: boiled 

fish and two potatoes........ 3.00 
Purchasing Power 


The average monthly wage 1939 was 89.16 Kronor. 
comparison between the purchasing power that 
amount and the present average 500 rubles runs fol- 
lows: 


Reduction 


Foodstuffs 1939 in% 

Black bread ... 344 kgs. 102 

Latvia 


The average worker makes 500 600 rubles* month, 
about rubles day. After rubles per day are 
deducted for taxes, “voluntary” contributions, State loans, 
and similar requisitions, his daily income reduced be- 


rubles equal one dollar. 


tween and rubles. Other monthly wage categories 
run follows: 


1953 1940 
(in (in (in 
Category rubles) dollars) 
Specialist ........ 800-900 200-225 
Skilled worker....500-600 125-150 
produce clothing, 
etc. 


Although Party members not receive higher wages, 
they are entitled such extra privileges better jobs, 
vacation priorities, excuse from over-time, etc. 

Executives, such those charge the Liepaja Navy 
Yard (which employs 1,300 workers), receive, group, 
approximately half much their employees. For ex- 
ample, the 1,300 Liepaja workers earned 70,000 rubles 
month, the executives would get 35,000. 


The chief Latvian engineer the Yard gets 1,200 


1,400 rubles month, while Russian Navy engineer gets 
3,000. 

second lieutenant the navy makes 1,100 rubles 
month; army major, 5,400. Additional bonuses are 
given for seniority. 


Prices 


The fact that housing and electricity are the only neces- 
sities “rationed” Latvia, does not mean that the country 
abounds consumer goods. the contrary, most goods 
are either completely unavailable such short supply 
that the average Latvian must stand line for hours 
obtain them. The only item for which lines are neces- 
sary inferior kind rye bread. The few items 
offered for sale must purchased the time they are 
offered, not all. Many kinds goods can bought 
only State-owned second-hand stores. 

Most things are expensive that the ordinary person 
cannot afford them. recently escaped fisherman reported 
that never had enough money buy complete suit 
one time. had purchase pair trousers, then per- 
haps coat and shirt, then pullover, and on: this 
spite the fact that fishermen are among the best paid 
workers Latvia. 

few the more important food prices (per kilogram) 
are follows: 


1953 1940 
Item (in rubles) (indollars) (in dollars) 
35-40 9-10 0.50 
Bread (rye) ..... 2.20 0.55 0.04 
3.75 0.85 0.04 
9.00 2.25 0.12 
15-28 4-6.50 0.30 
15-40 4-10 0.35 
Winter eggs (one) 5.00 1.25 


‘ 
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Following list fabric prices based the current 


rate exchange: 
meter) (in rubles) (in dollars) 


0.20- 3.50 0.35 
5.50 0.40 
6.00-10.00 0.80 


(95cm. wide) 15.40- 22.00 
Semi-silk 24.00- 40.00 

Silks 
Crepe Chine.. 67.00- 74.00 
Crepe 80.00 
Heavy Silk....... 85.00-105.00 
Satin (washable) 74.00- 80.00 
Serge 50.00 12.50 0.80 


Silks are extremely rare and long queues are formed for 
The same true for woolen goods, which appear 
the market about once every three months. There kind 
crepe chine which always available but which sells 
140 156 rubles ($35.00 $39.00) per meter. dress 
this material, complete with dressmaker’s charges, would 
about 600 rubles ($150.00) 


Other clothing prices include: 


16.60-18.50 0.80 
20.00 1.00 
15.00 2.00 
21.00-26.00 1.50 
18.00-20.00 0.85 


Prices 1953 Prices 1940 
Commodity 


(in rubles) (in dollars) 


Woman’s silk underwear 
(good 175.-200. 


44.00- 50.00 4.50 


(low 65.- 90. 16.00- 22.00 2.50 
ntry Silk stockings 
(highest quality 
pply Soviet nylon: 
(low quality) ...... 8.00 0.65 
Cotton stockings ..... 2.50 0.50 

are stockings 


(good quality wool) 35. 
Men’s suiting 225.-400. 


7.50- 
56.00-100.00 


(poor quality half- 
per- Overcoat material 
Leather shoes 
200.-400. 50.00-100.00 2.00-4.00 
ram) .......... 200.-260. 50.00- 65.00 
(poor quality) 22.00- 1.00-1.50 
Children’s ......... 38.00 0.75-1.00 
Rubber boots 
Leather gloves 
65.- 90. 16.00- 22.00 1.50-2.00 
48.- 60. 12.00- 15.00 0.75-1.00 


Economic 


Most the above items are not available Liepaja, and 
can found only occasionally the capital city Riga. 
women’s stockings are being manufactured. Chil- 
dren’s underwear rarity. Overcoat material can 
bought only commission shops the black market. 
Plain cotton thread available but poor quality and 
breaks easily. There knitting wool silk other 
kind embroidery thread had. 

There are aluminum kitchen utensils being made, 
and such items frying pans, saucepans, kettles, dishes, 
etc., have bought second-hand. 

Since there paper shortage, purchases are seldom 
wrapped. Even such foods butter, sugar and flour are 
sold unwrapped: the salesman merely hands them the 
buyer the small piece paper used weighing them. 
Everyone carries old newspapers which wrap their 
purchases. 


Lithuania 


present the average monthly income unskilled 
worker Lithuania about 400 rubles. Shockworkers 
and Stakhanovites who overfulfill their work norms can 
earn much 600 800 rubles, even though they are 
unskilled. Mechanics and other specialists can make 
1,000 rubles month they become shockworkers. 

The most recent official information concerning wages 
was broadcast Radio Vilnius March 20. that time 
the radio reported that old woman high school teacher 
had been dismissed with honor and allowed pension 
300 rubles month. pensions usually represent half the 
regular salary Lithuania, can assumed that the 
teacher made 600 rubles month before her retirement. 


Prices 


The Lithuanian Communist radio and press very seldom 
mention prices but April the day new price reduc- 
tions were announced, Radio Vilnius and the official paper 
Tiesa (Vilnius), both reported the following story 
housewife shopping food store Vilnius: 


spent very little, only rubles. And bought two 
small loaves white bread, one-half kilogram sugar 
little over one pound], one-fourth kilogram 
butter little over one-half pound], 200 grams tea 
sausage [less than half pound], 200 grams crackers, 
one lemon, package tea and one kilogram 
macaroni [2.2 pounds]. Now will have something 
put the table for family three. After the price 
reduction, will save four days’ food month.” 


the official rate exchange, rubles equals $6.25 
(one ruble equals $0.25). The same food could bought 
for $2.50 New York City. Therefore, the actual buying 
power one ruble Lithuania equal rather than 
American cents. 

The rubles spent the above mentioned housewife 
represent average worker’s income for one two days 
and would account for two three hours’ pay for un- 
skilled factory worker America. The food actually 
bought amounts more than few sandwiches, some 
macaroni and tea. 
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THE FIRST 
BULGARIAN FIVE YEAR PLAN 


The original December 31, 1953 completion date 
Bulgaria’s first Five Year Plan, revised order the 
Council Ministers end four years (Otechestven 
Front, Sofia, December 30, 1951), was officially terminated 
the new deadline: December 31, 1952. April 
this year the Bulgarian press and radio publicized official 
results, supposedly substantiating previous claims overall 
fulfillment. 

The Plan had called for industrial production increases* 
amounting “50 billion leva 1939 prices”: target 
surpassing the billion leva pre-war output 278 per- 
cent and the billion leva 1948 output 120 percent. 
Specific production goals, originally scheduled reached 
the end 1953, included: Coal—6,550,000 tons; Elec- 
tric Power—1,800,000,000 kilowatt hours; Cast Iron— 
20,000 tons; Lead—13,300 tons; Cement—650,000 tons; 
Tires—100,000. 


The recent announcement declared that, the end 
1952, required increases over both the “base” years had 
been more than fulfilled: overall industrial production, 
scheduled increase 2.2 times the 1948 level, reportedly 
did 2.4; increase 3.8 times the 1939 
level reportedly did 4.3.** 

Fulfillment overfulfillment was also claimed for non- 
industrial sectors the economy: agriculture, communi- 
cations, investments, culture, etc. Statistics given are im- 
possible check, because they are stated 
ages rates increase (over 1939) for goals originally 
listed absolute figures. 


These various “levels” were supposedly reached four 
years, despite numerous failures officially admitted the 
regime. Greater successes could have been achieved, Cher- 
venkov explained, if, number branches, the 
1952 Plan had been fulfilled 100 percent. However, there 
unfulfillment industry, rural‘economy and in- 
vestments.” 


The report specifically named industries which had 
failed meet Plan requirements: 


Metals: metallurgical production increased 6.9 
times over that 1948, but the goal prescribed 
the Five Year Plan could not fulfilled four years 
[and] metal processing did not reach the required 
level.” 


Paper: “Paper production increased percent com- 
pared 1948 and 107 percent compared 1939, but 


Excluding “local industry” and “handicraft.” 


The April report excludes the “cooperative, timber cut- 
ting and fishing industries”, doubt due under-fulfillment. The 
Prime Minister complained (Novo Vreme [Sofia], Nov. 1953): 
“The plan for the local and cooperative industries, which accounts 
for 20.5 percent total production, fulfilled percent 
Serious shortcomings exist timber cutting. The plan 
systematically not fulfilled.” 


the leve: 
reached.” 


Textiles: “In spite the Plan overfulfillment 
value, has not been fulfilled quantity. Production 
cotton and woolen fabrics, shoes, leather, enamel and 
porcelain ware, etc. has not been fulfilled.” 


prescribed the Five Year Plan was not 


While these failure” give regime 
ring truth, several important discrepancies 
the probability that overall Five Year Plan goals were in| 
fact not fulfilled four years, either “in quantity” in| 
quality. 


Quantity 


Bulgaria’s annual production targets were originally 
figured basis 100 percent, each year’s goals repre. 
senting (on the average) one fifth overall Plan require. 
ments. The first three “fifths” the Plan were fulfilled 
102.3 percent: during 1949, the first fifth was fulfilled 
107 percent (Rabotnichesko Delo, Sofia, February 
1950) the 1950 fifth, 100.2 percent (Rabotnichesko Delo, 
Sofia, January 30, 1951); the 1951 fifth, 99.8 percent 
(Otechestven Front, Sofia, February 1952). the end 
1951, when the final completion date was moved 
year, 1952 output had assume the remaining 
the Plan: its own original targets, plus those originally 
scheduled for achievement 1953. carry this double 
load, 1952 production should have been raised from 100 
200 percent (or very slightly less, due 2.3 percent 
overfulfillment during the previous three years). fact, 
however, 1952 goals were raised 124 percent over 
targets and, according official statistics, only 118 percent 
fulfillment was actually achieved. the light thes 
statistics, the entire Plan was fulfilled 81.2 percent. 


The significance this statistical discrepancy can 
dramatically demonstrated terms industrial plant 


struction. 


According available information, 


plants projected the Five Year Plan, have been 
completed, are under construction and have not 


been started. 


Following the official list industrial projects and 
the known degree which they have been fulfilled. 


tions were not given the Plan. 


Projected Plants (as set forth 


the Five Year Plan) Fulfillment 


Part II, Chapter 1—Industry: 
Point 10: 


One electric furnace and 
one steel rolling 


Under construction: the 
Lenin metallurgical 
Dimitrov 

Kurdjali, Rodopa 
tain 

data 


One lead zinc plant....... 


One furnace and one elec- 
tric instalation the Eli- 
seina metallurgical plant 
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Moun: 


Point 


Two machine tool plants. 
Three building machinery 
plants 
Three 
Two steam boiler plants. 


One tire and tractor parts 
One 
Two ship-building plants. 


One machine tool factory. 
Two textile machine parts 


One gasoline motor and 
Two automobile repair 


electrical 
appliance plant ........ 
motor, transformer, 
erator, etc., plant 
Point 12: 
Two steel 
One wire plant 
plant 


construction 


fertilizer 


One cellulose plant 


Three dry distilleries 

One carbide plant ........ 
One synthetic rubber factory 
One ultramarine plant.... 
One coke plant 


Point 14: 


One furnace for the Vulkan 
cement works Dimi- 

materials 

One concrete and cement 
works 

Point 15: 


One enamel 
(porcelain) factory .... 
One faience factory....... 
Point 16: 
One tire plant 


Point 18: 


One hemp spinning and 
weaving factory 


data 
One: under construction 
Sofia 
One: the Dimitrov 


plant Russe 

One: the Georgi Kirkov 
plant Sofia 

data 


The Stalin plant, com- 
pleted Dimitrov 

Both completed: one 
Stalin and one Russe 
data 

data 


data 


Both completed: one 
Sofia and one Plovdiv 


Voroshilov, completed 
Sofia 
Kolarov, completed 
Sofia 


data 


data 

Chimikcombinat Stalin, 
completed 
grad 

St. Kiradjiev, completed 
Krichim 

None 

Under construction Vel- 
ingrad 

Completed Asenovgrad 
data 

Completed (location un- 
known) 

data 


Under construction 


Under construction Sofia 


Completed, 
grad 


data 


data 


data 


data 


Economic 


Point 19: 

One pectin installation.... Completed, Tzurkva 
near Dimitrovo 
Point 20: 


One leather factory 


data 
Point 22: 
Two newsprint and natron 
(heavy duty) paper 


One under construction: 
the natron paper mill 
Krichim. 


Quality 


Discrepancies quality, particularly hard fuel out- 
put, make the Bulgarian claims equally suspect. 

The April issue Rabotnichesko Delo stated that 
while the Five Year Plan had called for percent in- 
crease coal production over 1948 (three times the 1939 
level), 1952, production increased 73.7 percent” 
over 1948, “3.4 times the 1939 level”; thus surpassing 
the 1953 goal “by 13.1 percent.” Even these claims are 
true, and 858,000 more tons were mined than the 6,550,000 
called for the Plan quota for 1953, large portion 
this tonnage was either inferior coal lignite. 

Approximately percent Bulgaria’s total out- 
put comes from the Marbas lignite mine the Marish 
basin. According mining engineer named Haralampi 
Yordanov (“Magazine the Bulgarian Economic So- 
ciety,” No. 1-2, pp. 73-73, 1947), “Almost all lignite con- 
tains percent water and its ash content varies 
according location: percent the Sofia coal basin, 
percent the Marish basin and average 
percent elsewhere. Due its high water content, lig- 
nite contains 2,200 2,800 calories [whereas] brown 
[soft] coal contains 4,000 5,000 calories.” 

Yordanov then gave comparative data* the produc- 
tion various grades hard fuel: 


Quality 1939 1946 1949 1950 
Lignite ..... 283 633 860 875 1,160 
Brown (Soft) 2,036 3,138 3,709 3,971 4,126 4,545 
158 177 178 236 278 


And the percentage lignite and soft coal produced 
per year: 


Year Lignite Soft 
4.2% 90% 
89.7% 
17% 78% 
19.3% 75.7% 


Data for 1939 and 1946 are based actual output; that for 
1947 1950 planned output. 
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evident that while only good quality coal was pro- 
duced before the Second World War (mainly the Per- 
nik mine, with caloric value 5,000), after 1946 the 
production lignite has steadily increased. 


The quality Pernik coal has also deteriorated. Ac- 
cording Yordanov: “The caloric value coal produc- 
tion 1939, compared 1946, averaged 5,445 
against 4,606 for large-sized coal, and 5,164 1939 
against 4,450 1946 for medium-sized coal.” 


CZECHOSLOVAK BULK BUYING 


Immediately following its May currency reform 
the Czechoslovak Communist regime issued series 
bulk buying directives, obviously planned part the 
over-all monetary reorganization. 

The reform itself wiped out peasant savings. The new 
bulk buying prices and similar provisions were designed 
incentives increase agricultural output. Most con- 
spicuous these incentives the price bonus given 
deliveries excess planned quotas. explained 
Rude Pravo (Prague), June “Where the State has been 
paying additional koruny for each quintal sugar 
beets delivered excess the contracted quota, will 
now pay from 100 200 koruny terms old currency, 
koruny the new currency.” The price ad- 
vantage for additional deliveries has also been generally 
raised; according lists published Zemedelske Noviny 
(Prague), June bonuses additional deliveries are sub- 


Price for Bonus for 
Obligatory Additional 
Deliveries Deliveries 
Commodity (in (in Kes) 
Barley: 
malting, grades 
industrial, grades 
feeding .......... 54.00 
Corn, according 
Hay, quality, grades 
Straw, feeding ...... 16.00 8.00 
Peas, yellow, large... 200.00 600.00 
Beans, white ....... 200.00 30000 


Sugar beets ........ 30.00 
(for 
peasants) 
40.00 
(for 
co-ops) 
per kg. 
Cattle, according 
Cows, according 
1.60- 5.00 5.00 
Sheep, according 


Farmers are further induced sell more their prod- 
ucts the possibility getting paid kind. For each 
quintal chicory delivered fulfillment the quota, the 
producer can now buy sugar 5.60 koruny per kilogram 
(normal price: 14.00 koruny) the following quantities: 


Cooperatives Types III and and other coopera- 
tives and State Farms, they completed spring work 
harvest: from kilograms; 


Individual farmers: from kilograms. (Quan- 
tity allowed depends whether not the total delivery 
quota has been met.) 

Similar provisions were made for purchases mar- 
garine, bedding, and woolen fabrics. 

Agricultural cooperatives will benefit from the new 
bonuses much more than will individual peasants, since 
obligatory delivery quotas are considerably higher for the 
latter. the Class agricultural area, delivery duties 
hectare cooperative compare with those hec- 
tare individual farm follows: 


Commodity Unit Cooperative Individual* 
1,200 1,760 
ltr 14,000 15,600 
1,000 2,600 
Other grain ......... 200 800 


Farmers owning more hectares land may branded 
“kulaks” the District National Committee, and their delivery 
duties raised percent. 
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Cultural Section 


The Fettered Fourth Estate 


“The newspaper [is] propagandist which day after 
day conveys Marxist-Leninist theories, agitator which 
day after day speaks about the international political 
situation and about the Party’s and people’s government 
policies, organizer which day after day mobilizes our 
forces for their active participation Socialist building. 
[It] powerful instrument for the Party its en- 
deavor bring new generation builders 
Socialism 

Sztandar Mlodych (Warsaw), May 


“weapon” for propagandizing and teaching Com- 
munist ideology, the Satellite press exists solely the 
interests the Communist Party. This press does not 

genuinely record life but directs along specific lines; does 
not reflect true public opinion but molds conformity 
Communist ideology. the Latvian newspaper Cina 
(October 14, 1952), quoting Stalin, expressed 
article dealing with the press’ ideological role, The 
capitalistic remnants human consciousness must eradi- 
cated all possible means. These have replaced 
the ideology the Communist society. This our 
task. One the prime objectives furthering this 
aim build the volume and circulation newspapers 
that the Party’s voice can heard the remotest 
corners every Satellite village and town. National, re- 
gional, district, village and “institutional” newspapers, 
well papers for specialized organizations, abound 
throughout the Satellite area, and the regime boasts 
high circulation figures for all them. 


The Bucharest paper Scanteia wrote September 14, 
1952, that its circulation alone “exceeds that all the 
former bourgeois papers and magazines put together.” 
Bulgaria’s newspapers and magazines claim reader- 
ship 2,364,560, and Estonia’s total circulation for 117 
national, regional and local newspapers said one- 
half million. According the 1953 Workers’ Calendar, 
all Poland’s dailies and periodicals have combined 
daily circulation about million. Czechoslovakia claims 
daily readership over million for its leading news- 
papers. The total number copies newspapers printed 
yearly Budapest, according December Statistical 
Report, grew from 463,200,000 1949 500,500,000 
1952. Szabad Nep’s circulation reported have in- 
creased from 100,000 1945 880,000 1953. 

the Soviet Union, from six twelve “central” 
“national” four six-page dailies are published each 
Satellite capital. Many these have branch editions and 
circulate throughout the country. The “national” group 
includes the official Communist Party organ, labor 
organ, youth organ, sometimes organ important 
ministry, one two papers which represent particular 
group (one morning edition, another evening), and 
two three papers officially recognized organs “op- 
position” parties the church, but which are forced 
parrot the Party line. the periodic “reorganization” 
the Satellite press, when unreliable editors are replaced, 
newsprint supply cut, frequency appearance decreased, 
the “opposition” papers are always the first feel the 
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repercussions. shake-up the Czechoslovak press 


1952, for example, newsprint rations were cut esti- 
mated percent for Lidova Demokracie (Catholic), 
Svobodne Slovo (Socialist Party) and Lud (Slovak Renas- 
cence Party). Poland’s four prewar parties, only two, 
Kurier Codzienny (Democratic Party) and Wola Ludu 
(United Peasants’ Party) have been permitted publish 
“representative” organs. May this year, both were 
suppressed. They are reappear weeklies under new 
names. January 1952 order the Polish Prime Min- 
ister limited the appearance all dailies but Trybuna 
Ludu, the organ the Communist Party, six times 
weekly. 


The Local Press 


the level just below “national” the “regional” 
district paper, edited administrative divisions the 
Communist Party. These divisions may large cities, 
districts embracing number smaller towns. Estonia, 
there are such divisions, them districts (or rayons) 
them cities having district status. Each has its own 
newspaper which appears bi- tri-weekly. some large 
cities, many three regional papers with branch edi- 
tions will published daily. One them usually the 
organ the Communist Party for that city. Such the 
case the Polish cities Gdansk, Cracow, Lodz and 
Wroclaw. number regional dailies are published 
other important cities Poland, bringing the country’s 
1952 total 40. Many these periodically exceed the 
normal six pages the addition special supplements 
ranging from one four pages. 

There great diversity among newspapers published 
the various local levels. These include newspapers for 
villages, factories, machine tractor stations, schools and 
many other mass organizations. Estonia has tractor 
station and other local papers, Czechoslovakia has 1,500 
factory papers with total circulation over 2,100,000 
(Prace, August 30, 1952). Poland’s village papers are esti- 
mated have circulation from 100 250 thousand. 
About Poland’s enterprises publish their own papers 
(Radio Warsaw, May 26). Latvia, papers are pub- 
lished for rural areas and for industrial enterprises. 
These local newspapers are usually issued only once 
weekly. 

addition national, regional and local papers, there 
are specialized newspapers for trade union branches, teach- 
ers, army personnel, youth groups, women’s groups, and 
even minority groups. Czechoslovakia, the former Ger- 
man weekly Aufbau und Frieden was recently promoted 
daily status; the Hungarian Ifjusag changed from 
weekly bi-weekly. Three papers are published 
Bulgaria’s capital for the Turkish minority. The Polish 
Communist government publishes Dimokratis daily 
the Greek language), Folks-Sztyme tri-weekly for the 
Jewish minority), and Arbeiterstimme German weekly. 

The Soviet press also circulated Satellite Europe, 
particularly Pravda, which airmailed daily most capital 
cities. The Czechoslovak paper Prace wrote May 13, 1952 


that the Russian Pravda has more than 18,000 Prague 
ers, Pionierskaya Pravda 8,700, and “other highly interest- 
ing Soviet papers such Sovetskaya Zhenschina [Soviet 
Woman] have similarly high readership.” According 
Svobodne Slovo (Prague), May the Czechoslovak 
Friendship Society receives daily more than double the 
number Pravda copies last year. These are used prin- 
cipally for reading “People’s Courses the Russian lan- 
guage.” According December 1951 Hungarian statistics, 
“Pravda circles” had 70,000 members studying the Russian 
language with the help the newspaper. Estonia, two 
national papers published Tallinn are the Russian 
language, Sovetyskaya Estonia, and Stalinskaya Molodozh. 
The Sofia paper Front wrote May 22, 1952 
that Bulgaria had 40,000 subscribers Soviet newspapers. 
The Polish 1953 Workers’ Calendar claims 700,000 sub- 
scribers 220 Soviet dailies and periodicals. 


Supplementing national, regional, local and specialized 
papers are “wallnewspapers,” similar those the Soviet 
Union, found every factory, school, office, tractor sta- 
tion and mass organization. most cases, the wall- 
newspaper more than bulletin board containing 
variety articles and cartoons, some clipped from news- 
papers, some prepared editors, workers any 
given unit. The format varies, depending largely upon the 
interest and effort its editors. The Romanian Telegraph 
Agency, Agerpress, May called these volunteer editors 
new army journalists the modern type, reared and 
educated the Party.” According the same source, 
128,000 workers contribute Romania’s 23,827 wallnews- 
papers. Conferences wallnewspaper editors, 
peated instructions local Party organizations and village 
editors that they should help improving wallnewspapers, 
have developed semi-professional product least 
some enterprises. 


MECHANICS MONOPOLY 


all the factors contributing the success the one- 
Party press captive Europe, two are most influential: 
special press departments, under the jurisdiction 
higher government Party organ, which direct, plan and 
coordinate all printed matter (including planning, distribu- 
tion, censorship, printing, and even allocation newsprint 
and ink); and State news agencies whose exclusive rights 
the receipt and transmission news restrict the content 
newspapers Party-approved items. Regional, district, 
town and institutional branches the Party itself, well 
members the police, help implement the control 
system exercising quasi-official authority over newspaper 
editors and reprimanding (or dismissing) those who de- 
viate from regulations the above organizations. 

The Romanian press department, Directorate for Edit- 
ing, Printing and Distribution Press and Books, typical 
those other Satellite countries. was created 
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May 20, 1949 Decree the Council Ministers, which 
directly subordinated. The directorate’s functions were 
outlined Article the decree: 


“To publish the Buletinul Oficial (Official Gazette) 
the Romanian People’s Republic; 

“To authorize publication any printed work, 
endorsing legal provisions with regard the printing; 

“To establish rules for the functioning news- 
paper distributors; 

“To edit and release the press the official com- 
muniques the Council Ministers and coordinate 
the activity the press offices ministries, press depart- 
ments and public authorities.” 


Article provided for administration the directorate 
manager and his assistant, both appointed 
Council Ministers. The manager’s duties, the agen- 
cies under his jurisdiction and their functions, according 
Article would determined subsequent ordinance 
the Council. second decree, No. 62, March 18, 1950, 
abolished existing Directorate Editing, Distribution 
and Typography under the supervision the Ministry 
Arts, and transferred its personnel, equipment and budget 
the new directorate. All state enterprises and agencies 
under the Ministry Arts, including Industrial Center 
Graphic Arts and the State Editing House, were simi- 
larly the disposal the new Directorate. All 
former decrees establishing these agencies were repealed 
and the Ministry Arts itself abolished, replaced through 
Decree No. 106, July 12, 1950, new Committee Arts 
under the Council Ministers. 


Broad Functions 


April 1950, the Romanian Council Ministers, 
Ordinance No. 409, specified the Directorate’s duties and 
set departments handle virtually every aspect pub- 
lishing and distribution. Certain modifications were an- 
nounced second ordinance, No. 75, passed July 10, 
1951. The listing below includes these revisions: 


“The General Direction 

“Direct, plan and coordinate the activities publish- 
ing enterprises, printing enterprises, ink manufac- 
turers and printing matrix shops belonging the Gen- 
eral Directorate Editing, Printing and Distribution, 
the State, the cooperative enterprises, any 
other person; 

“Supply the enterprises under its jurisdiction with 
equipment and materials; 

“Direct and organize the distribution news- 
papers. 

“Control the prices all products and services 
carried out subordinate enterprises; 

“Organize professional training and ordinary training 
connected with publishing and printing industries and 
the distribution newspapers; 

“Carry out research work connected with publishing, 
printing and distribution newspapers; 

“Carry out the control the quality publications 
with regard their content and artistic and graphic 
presentation; 

“Organize the use new techniques the publishing 


and printing industries and the distribution publica- 
tions; 

“Establish the standards and internal rules for pub- 
lishing, printing and stationery industries, subject the 
approval the State Standardization Board; 

“Establish, cooperation with the Union Printing 
Industry, Press and Cultural Institutions, the rate 
wages and salaries, well regulations and instruc- 
tions concerning labor the publishing and printing 
enterprises and enterprises for the distribution 
publications, with the approval the Council 
Ministers; 

“Establish general and obligatory rules concerning 
copyright and any other related problem; 

“Approve and supervise budgets and financial plans; 
organize and carry out the financial control subordi- 
nate enterprises; 

“Establish and carry out its own budget; 

“Carry out the distribution paper products, card- 
board, stationery and ink, according quotas established 
the State Supply Commission; 

“Distribute, through the Directorate Supply and 
Distribution the necessary economic and administrative 
printed forms.” 


Personnel 


Article Ordinance No. 409 provided for two three 
assistant general managers (to appointed Council 
Ministers’ ordinance and whose duties are estab- 
lished ordinance the general three 
technical counselors; and committee composed the 
foregoing and “other persons,” appointed also through 
ordinance the general manager. “In compliance with 
existing laws and ordinances,” the general manager directs 
all activities may delegate some his powers; 
issue ordinance establishing the duties assistant man- 
agers and technical counselors; and may appoint and dis- 
miss all personnel the Directorate except the assistant 
managers and executive employees subordinate enter- 
prises. 

order carry out its duties, the Directorate was 
authorized establish the following departments: Plan- 
ning, Editorial Production, Technique and Printing Pro- 
duction, Distribution, Cadres and Training, Finance Plan- 
ning, Accounting and Financial Control, Administration, 
Supplies and Repairs, Secretarial, Protection Labor, 
Labor and Wages, and Law. Every department super- 
vised manager and assistant manager. Article 
the ordinance provided that the general manager may 
institute ordinance special consultation commissions as- 
signed study various problems which arise connection 
with the accomplishment his duties. 

While the internal organization press departments 
such Romania’s Directorate vary somewhat each 
country, the end result the same: complex, bureaucratic 
office legally controlling every line which printed the 
press. Variations are apparent Poland, for example, 
where the Central Commission for the Planning Publish- 
ing Activities under the supervision the Central Com- 
mittee the Party rather than the Council Ministers 
Romania, the cabinet, Czechoslovakia. Sim- 
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the Polish Commission’s most important division 
censoring one, called Central Office for Control Press, 
Publications and Public Performances, while censorship 


the Romanian press only implied. 


Censorship 


The Polish Central Control Office uses system letter 
and numerical symbols which must appear every publi- 
cation before goes press. Each field branch this 


office assigned given symbol. The Szczecin division uses 
the letter the Warsaw division the Cracow division 


and on. Numbers are applied different types 
censorship, and the press’ number Thus the April 
the Warsaw daily Trybuna Ludu carried the 
lower righthand corner its final page the symbol “4B 
14443.” 

This office also issues permits for typesetting, printing 
(after first proofs) and distribution. State-owned publish- 
ing houses receive slip entitling them certain quantity 
and kind paper; they are issued typesetting permit; 
censors located newspaper offices review first proofs and 
are shown final pages, then approve for printing affix- 
ing the appropriate symbol. Generally, censors are known 
only editorial personnel and the technical manager, but 
certain rare cases they will summon writers discuss 
necessary corrections. the offices large national news- 
papers, censors are graduates Party schools, and 
likely that they have working relationship with the State 
Police. the case local newspapers, separate censor- 


ship office services number papers the area. 


Until this year the Czechoslovak press was regulated 


Press Division the Ministry Information and En- 


lightenment. After the recent governmental reorganization 
January, new agency was appointed for this function, 


the Division for Press, Recording, Publishing and 


Book Distribution, under the supervision the cabinet. 
This division’s control different from both Romania’s 
and Poland’s. Its directives are teletyped daily regional 


offices the state news agency and turn dispatched 
all newspaper offices each region. Location, space, em- 


phasis, and restraint applied for each news item are 
among the detailed instructions included the orders. 


Official texts speeches are enclosed, with comments con- 
cerning their proper handling. Newspaper editors are 
their own censors and must sign every page before goes 


press, well the first copy off the press. Press offi- 


cers attached local branches the State Police screen 


the first copies newspapers for deviations from the gen- 
eral political line and violations the State Secrets Law. 


Legalized Monopoly 
The various Satellite press departments, while they have 


for distribution, censorship, allocation news- 
and ink, etc., all thoroughly integrated with the 
countrywide Party network, still could not implement this 
control unless publishing houses, printing presses and supply 


houses were completely State-owned and placed their 
disposal. Poland, typical example, all printing 
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concentrated ten leading firms, each assigned specific 
publications. The Workers’ Publishing Cooperative pub- 
lishes the Party organ Trybuna Ludu, many county Party 
publications, the Warsaw paper Express Wieczorny (and 
all its provincial editions) and the youth daily Sztan- 
dar Mlodych. Another house prints only trade union pub- 
lications such the leading labor organ, Glos Pracy. This 
ownership monopoly one the ways easing out “op- 
position” Catholic publications. Combined with govern- 
ment control newsprint, printing presses, office space, 
and distributing agencies which may refuse accept 
any publication, the state eliminates “undesirable” news- 
papers and becomes the exclusive source printed ma- 
terial. 

addition its monopolies the field publishing, 
the state controls news sources, one which state 
telegraph agency every Satellite. Romania’s Rador News 
Agency, for example, was abolished Council Min- 
isters decree 1949, and replaced with the state-owned 
Agerpress Agency. Its privileges were outlined Article 
the decree, published May 20: 

“The Agerpress agency shall have the following attrib- 
utes: receipt, transmission and broadcasting foreign 
and domestic news. The right carry out these 
attributes belongs exclusively the Agerpress Agency. 
The news released the property Agerpress Agency 
and loses this quality only after hours, when pub- 
lished the Agency’s bulletins. Such news cannot used 
any way except according contract signed with the 
Agency. The Agency may ask the courts for protec- 
tion and fulfillment its rights concerning such news. 
order carry out its duties, the Agency may possess 
and use its own installations for telecommunications and 
photos, may use the installation post, telegraph, 
telephone and radio enterprises, the basis special 
contracts with such enterprises. Agerpress has priority 
for transmitting its news and messages. The details 
the agency’s functions, well the duties its 
manager and assistant managers, shall determined 
ordinance the Council Ministers.” 


The State News Agency 


The operation Bulgaria’s agency, BTA, was recently 
explained escapee who described the “bulletin sys- 
tem”: system used, under different names, both 
Romania and Czechoslovakia. According the Bulgarian 
method, BTA edits news and sends out some hours later 
bulletin form, which appears still again two ways, 
open and confidential. Open service for the use all 
newspapers and magazines, and confidential serves only 
for the orientation editors and foreign correspondents, 
restricted the use select Party officials. 

The open service includes morning news bulletin, 
noon news bulletin, sports bulletin, Communist press 
review, background sheet foreign events, and bul- 
letin called “Building Through Socialism.” Confidential 
service includes foreign press review, noon and evening 
bulletins devoted Western news, noon and evening bul- 
letins devoted Yugoslav, Greek and Turkish news, and 
secret bulletin devoted articles concerning Bulgaria 
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which appeared the Western press. This mimeo- 
graphed only copies and its use restricted mem- 
bers the Politburo and officials the Central Committee 
the Party. 


Soviet News Sources 


increasingly important source news for the Satel- 
lite press the Soviet news agency Tass. most Satel- 
lites, Bulgaria, the state agency does little more 
than translate Tass news, forwarding editorial offices 
the form approved “bulletins.” According Feb- 
ruary 1952 Tanyug report News Agency), 
Tass becoming virtually the exclusive source news 
for Satellite papers. analysis the official organ 
the Romanian Communist Party organ Scanteia, made 
Tanyug, revealed that during January 1951 the paper had 
53.6 percent Tass news and only percent Agerpress 
other-source news. Tanyug compared these ratios with 
those January 1947, when the paper carried only 
percent Tass news and percent from its own agency 
and staff. Bulgarian refugee reported that the annual 
period from June 1951 June 1952, Rabotnichesko 
Delo, organ the Bulgarian Communist Party, carried 
1304 Tass items out total 1606 foreign items 
political nature; 400 others originated from the Bulgarian 
Telegraph Agency, and 172 from various other interna- 
tional news agencies. 

Many Satellite newspapers also publish reprints Prav- 
articles, particularly those dealing with important in- 
ternational events. Polish newspapers, according 
exile researcher, carry datelines which credit the state tele- 
graph agency (PAP), but clearly show that Tass the 
source. The typical dateline will read follows: (PAP) 
Moscow 31. The Agency Tass reports. Others 
read: Moscow (PAP); Berlin (PAP), followed 
with, “The Agency Tass reports. Western news 
items Polish papers often read: New York. The 
New York Times reports that Rio Local 
items from kolkhozes enterprises are originate 
with the state telegraph agency local correspondents but 
all other Satellite news, Moscow news and foreign news 
stems from Tass, the state telegraph agency, com- 
bination. 

Exclusives 


The newspaper reporter, important newsgatherer 
Western papers, almost non-existent Satellite coun- 
tries. Most journalists are mere government clerks who 
translate, rewrite and edit Tass state news agency 
items. None are permitted leave their offices cover 
“beats” locate “exclusive” news “scoop.” They are 
sent out only specific assignments important enough 
warrant this special coverage: important Party meetings, 
cultural conferences, trials, sports events and the like. 
“reporter” sometimes sent semi-informally workshop, 
factory, kolkhoz, office school, but here not per- 
mitted talk anyone but authorized person, and his 
job boils down picking official handouts. “State 
secret laws” many Satellites make publication such 


data absolute figures the Five Year Plan and its ful- 
fillment, number and distribution industrial workers, 
population statistics punishable offenses (Bulgaria’s State 
Journal No. 286, Sofia, December 1948). Reporters may 
not interview visiting foreigners without special authoriza- 
tion from the visitor’s official guide who must present 
during the interview. 


Distribution 


1952, the Romanian government and the Party sec- 
retariat jointly agreed that the distribution system set 
the Directorate had proved ineffective, largely because 
failed reach areas outside the capital and had 
jurisdiction over transportation facilities. Scanteia (Bucha- 
rest) wrote September 14: 


“Under the existing distribution system, over per- 
cent the printed copies are sold towns, while the 
villages, papers are distributed small numbers and 
with considerable delay. This has seriously damaged the 
activity Party organizations connection with the 
strengthening the worker-peasant alliance and the So- 
cialist transformation agriculture. has also ham- 
pered the development the cultural revolution, due 
the bureaucratic methods newspaper distribution 
centers and the lack responsibility some its lead- 
ing cadres. 

“One striking proof the defective methods distri- 
bution centers seen the fact that this day the dis- 
tribution the press the great sites such the Dan- 
ube Black Sea Canal, the Lenin hydroelectric plant, 
has never been organized. 

“Similarly, newspapers are distributed towns the 
immediate neighborhood Bucharest hours after they 
have been distributed workers Bucharest enter- 
prises. Nor distribution the press subscribers’ 
homes properly organized.” 


Scanteia then announced that measures had been taken 
insure regular distribution the future much 
broader scale. The former agency, Scanteia wrote, would 
replaced effective August the Ministry Posts 
and Telecommunications. Henceforth, executive commit- 
tees local people’s councils would personally respon- 
sible for distribution the press and should see that 
post offices and units the press network function smoothly. 
addition, Scanteia reported, local Party committees and 
organizations would responsible for recruiting supple- 
mentary network voluntary activists all sectors aid 
distribution and attract new subscribers: 


The Central Committee the Party calls upon 
all regional Party committees support the organs 
the Ministry Posts and Telecommunications regard 
its work for the improvement distribution, 
strengthen the management and control, and elim- 
inate all shortcomings. necessary that the bureaus 
regional committees soundly analyze the manner 
which work for the distribution the press organized 
and take all necessary measures for the elimination 
deficiencies, establishing strict personal responsibilities 
for better distribution the press. Responsible per- 
sons must attracted this work who will insure 
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voluntarily that the press reaches the readers enter- 
prises, machine tractor stations, collective farms, etc. 
the shortest possible time. These responsible volun- 
teers will also see the collection subscriptions and 
the attraction new subscribers. The union young 
workers’ regional and district committees must attract 
large number voluntary activists who will help 
the distribution the press. Party organizations have 
the duty awaking peoples’ interests reading the 
press daily. They must also organize public control 
this respect. 

“The more rapidly the Party’s word penetrates the 
remotest corners the country, the surer will the class 
enemy’s machinations eliminated and the more nu- 
merous our successes the front Socialist construc- 
tion. The central and local press must call upon volun- 
tary correspondents from among the working class and 
peasants inform them immediately any deficiencies 
connection with distribution the press. The Com- 
munists have the duty being the front ranks the 
struggle for ever wider distribution the press 
among the masses. Let increase our efforts for 
improvement press distribution and let make sure 
that the Party’s word penetrates ever more deeply among 
the masses, leading them further victories the fight 
for Socialist construction and defense peace.” 


This network “volunteers” must particularly active 
during special subscription drives, usually connection 
with Press Day Day the Soviet Press. 


Captive Readers 


Most Satellite countries rely upon decentralized dis- 
tribution system such exists Romania, giving personal 
responsibility for press distribution directly postmen, 
Party activists, trade union members, news dealers, people’s 
councils, etc. The Prague paper Funcionar for March 
reported that Party order had been issued stipulating that 
the Party and government’s separate distributing network 
must gradually abolished and Party workers must use 
“existing economic channels” fuller extent. letter 
the editor Slovakia’s party organ Pravda, April 17, 
described one such “channel” work: 

“In the village Brusnik the Jednota State 
Chain Store the sales clerk does not give change 
customers but forces them take old newspapers 
instead. She compelled Comrade Pavel Gregor accept 
instead four crowns’ change two copies old news- 
paper dating back February. She shouted the Com- 
rade that she herself had accept the newspapers and 
resell them the framework the campaign for dis- 
tributing the press.” 


addition being personally responsible for increas- 
ing the distribution newspapers, the network volun- 
teer salesmen must encourage higher readership organ- 
“reading circles.” the Baltic countries, where the 
“newspaper discussion period” standard practice, work- 
ers are obliged meet either during lunch hour before 
work the morning and “read collectively” from the day’s 
press. The Warsaw youth paper Sztandar Mlodych (May 
urged its readers make the newspaper “in- 
separable comrade:” 


Cultural 


agitators who, using their information source, ex- 
plain the youth basic problems and events and teach 
them how contribute generous way the build- 
possible perform propaganda and agitation work 
the proper level. Systematic reading the press, 
using for the furthering one’s own understanding, 


Hungarian refugee recently reported that Szabad 
Nep, the Communist Party organ, read daily for one 
hour Army Officers’ School Orkeny. Official gov- 
ernment sources claim that Szabad Nep reading circles 
have been established throughout the country and approxi- 
mately half million people attend them. Party schools 
and seminars Hungary base their courses this same 
paper. Bulgaria, lecturers from the Union Public 
Libraries, according Otechestven Front (Sofia), August 
1952, tour the country and hold newspaper discussions 
among peasants the field, the combines and threshing 
machines and newspaper delivery centers. 


THE “NEW PRESS” 


“The Communist press press new type which 
based profound ideology. ... The press mass 
transmitter the hands the Party for communicating 
with the working masses for Communist indoctrina- 
tion our people the spirit the ideology Lenin 
and The Communist press has other aims 
than carrying the policies the Party into practice.” 

Radio Tallinn, May 1953 


declaring that the press the Party’s best weapon 
for communicating its ideology the masses, the Commu- 
nists themselves freely admit the rationale underlying ab- 
solute control. Only with ownership and direction its 
mechanism and the obedience its journalists has the 
Party been able transform the press into the docile 
propaganda organ requires, and which terms new 
type press.” February editorial, the Budapest 
daily Szabad Nep clearly distinguished between the former, 
bourgeois press and the new, Communist press: 


“In the old days newspapers fanned the flames 
base and sinister passions reporting murders, crimes 
and human tragedies. Today, newspapers chronicle the 
journalists educate the people hate their enemies and 
ardently love their Fatherland. What wonderful, his- 
toric task this is!” 


Szabad Nep then explained what the people and the 
Party expect this “new press”: 


“Our people expect the press give more, give 
something better, faithful delineator the great 
days our country, show the great constructions 
our Five Year Plan, reveal more forcefully the per- 
spectives and future the people’s work. Our press 
must watch the country’s everyday work more vigilantly: 
must notify the country defaults, laziness and 
loafing, deviations from Party resolutions, offenses 
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Sliven Post Office, where the agent has allowed unsold newspapers 
accumulate: 


“Do you have newspapers?” 
“Yes. How many pounds you want?” 


Sturshel (Sofia), February 1953 


against State Party discipline, the suppression criti- 
cism and every harm done our working people. 
Press workers must aware their great responsibility 
for the education the people.” 

“Our working people like the workers the press 
[the newspaper concluded] because they convey the voice 
the Party. They like the press because they like the 
Party which guides it. Press workers must their ut- 
most convey the voice even more faithfully and 
thus become even worthier the people’s affection.” 


Disasters 


Since all articles appearing Satellite newspapers are 
carefully planned reflect the single policy the Party 
and its ideology, most them are pure propaganda. World 
news events are reported sparingly, and always interpreted 
terms this ideology and its aims. Straight, “objec- 
tive,” news reporting forbidden the pretext that 
“breeds sensationalism.” Bulgarian refugee reported 
that late 1951 Bulgaria had serious railway catastrophe 
the Stara Orehovitsa line. Although 
nearly 200 people were killed, the newspapers made 
mention the accident. The refugee also told man 
who was electrocuted while making repairs telephone 
pole. large crowd witnessed the event, but was not 
reported the press. During the 1952 May Day celebra- 
tions Sofia, one the parading tanks accidentally hit 
the railing Tzar Osvoboditel Monument where specta- 
tors were lined up. Five women and children were crushed 


death, the railing was immediately repaired, 
and the press pretended that nothing had happened. 

About the only news reported the Satel- 
lite press concerns crimes against the state, and the ma- 
jority these are thefts “Socialist property.” The Com- 
munists are highly possessive and protective about this ille- 
gally-seized personal property and place far greater impor- 
tance than individual lives. 

its job transmitting the Party line workers, the 
Satellite press has precise, fixed tasks perform. 
enumeration these (culled from frequent newspaper 
articles dealing with the role the press) the best index 
Satellite newspaper content. 


serve loyally Leninist and Stalinist ideology; 

fight persistently for the success the Party pro- 
gram; 

explain Party and governmental policy, which 
aimed achieving the building Socialism; 

educate the people spirit unlimited and 
loyal love the Soviet Union and the teacher all 
humanity, Comrade Stalin; 

furnish thousands propaganda workers with ma- 
terial for ideological agitation among the working 
people; 

propagandize the valuable Soviet experience, 
well that our most distinguished Party organiza- 
tions, brigades, stakhanovites, shockworkers, and agri- 
cultural workers; 

disseminate culture among the masses; 

mobilize workers for the fulfillment production 
plans; 

the varied character Socialist life; 

fight against survivals bourgeoism, bureaucrat- 
ism and all things which harm Socialist development; 

actively support everything new and advanced 
order further progress; 

propagate positive successes Socialist building; 

fight decisively against any foreign ideology 
prejudice; 

assist actively against further growth local Party 
organizations, and elevate the level Party-organi- 
zational and Party-political work; 

develop criticism and self-criticism; 

expose negilence, idleness and laxity work dis- 
cipline; 

further the cause peace. 


Articles Prescription 


fulfilling these functions, the press becomes repe- 
titious and monotonous, dwelling day after day upon 
Party-prescribed themes which aim carrying out the 
press’ tasks. Standard “seasonal” themes, such peace, 
collectivization, physical culture and sports, plan 
ment, stakhanovite working methods, labor, state-sponsored 
recreation, education, cultural achievements 
Westernism, appear consistently throughout the year, with 
greater emphasis during certain weeks “Cal- 
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themes, such important anniversaries (Stalin’s 
birthday, Marx’s death, the October Revolution) holidays 
celebrated throughout the Soviet bloc (International Wom- 
en’s Day, May Day, Press Day, International Children’s 
Day), and localized anniversaries such Bulgaria’s coup 
date, the birthday the Polish Premier, are 
automatically scheduled for annual 
Staged events, such USSR Friendship Month celebra- 
tions, Education, Book and Press Week, are widely publi- 
cized. Satellite newspapers are also obliged propagandize 
such days the 1945 capture Berlin the Red Army, 
Day Victory over Fascist Germany (May 9), and Buda- 
pest’s “Bloody Thursday” (May 23) labor demonstration 
1921. 

International news sandwiched with seasonal and 
calendar articles, and similarly “planned,” noted 
earlier, Tass the State news agency which carefully 
edits before release newspapers. Domestic news gen- 
erally reflects the standard themes the sense that during 
the “plan fulfillment” season, village news will consist prin- 
cipally reports local successes organizing Socialist 
competitions filling norms. Similarly, when big peace 
campaign under way, domestic news consists peace 
meetings held throughout the country, demonstrations 
made further the cause peace, and infini- 


“Now, comrades, let’s Szabad jusag [Free Youth].” 
Ludas Matyi (Budapest), March 1951 


Articles which report meetings and conferences, 
“show” trials, sports events, presentations labor cul- 
tural medals, unveiling monuments, completion new 
buildings, elections, etc., are similarly advance. 
Communist ideology, course, the theme woven 
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through every article; editorials, news events and com- 
memorations are all interpreted reflect the Party line. 
All newspapers have rigid and consistent monotony 
format and content. editor has access fresh news 
which may use his discretion, and editor will keep 
his job for long does not follow the prescribed plan, 
presenting always terms Communist ideology. 


Bulgarian Papers 


Bulgarian exile has described the seasonal cycle for 
newspapers his native country, which opens with cam- 
paign for the fulfillment economic plans. Pressure be- 
gins the end December, becomes intense January, 
relaxes during February and March, and renewed with 
increased vigor April when results for the first quarter 
are announced. Again, near the end the second 
this procedure repeated. 

Collective “bargaining” agreements are made with Bul- 
garian trade unions February each year, prior 
which campaign launched emphasizing the importance 
workers’ obligations toward norm fulfilling. April marks 
the awarding Dimitrov prizes culture and art, and 
achievements this field are publicized the press for 
several weeks. The First May standard press cele- 
bration, lasting for almost month, and the occasion for 
publicizing and furthering labor competitions, was 
Stalin’s birthday. May and June are scheduled for the pro- 
motion sports activity, and the beginning and end 
each scholastic year, campaign for education youth gets 
underway. Intensified sowing campaigns are made both 
the spring and fall; the harvest campaign and fulfillment 
state delivery quotas are scheduled for the summer 

interesting analysis Bulgaria’s calendar and sea- 
sonal cycle was made exile researcher terms 
Stalin’s death, when all scheduled newspaper plans were 
disrupted order give major coverage this unex- 
pected event. March when Stalin died, Rabot- 
nichesko Delo, official Party organ, devoted its entire issue 
editorials, reports, biographies and photographs “the 
great leader.” The commemoration Michelangelo’s 
birth date scheduled for this day never appeared any 
subsequent issue. This was also the period normally de- 
voted campaigns for plan fulfillment. March 
the anniversary decree which called for decoration 
“mothers with many children,” Rabotnichesko Delo again 
devoted its pages exclusively Stalin, and the anniversary 
was postponed until March 13. International Women’s 
Day, March and the normal parades and public activ- 
ities connected with it, also took back seat: the day 
was pulicized March instead. There was men- 
tion the March birthday anniversaries Molotov 
Rakosi, widely publicized previous years. Again, Stalin 
had the leading spot. The anniversary Karl Marx’s 
death, March 14, was moved back March 11, while 
the 10th and 11th, Rabotnichesko Delo continued give 
major billing Stalin. March 12, international and 
domestic news was reported formerly, and the news- 
papers began take the old look again. 
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Other Themes 


The English-language monthly, Bulgaria Today, May 
1953 (Sofia), had this say about one the important 
standard themes: 


“There one theme which not always given head- 
lines, nor there special column for it, but never 
absent from the pages our papers. The leading article 
steeped it; penetrates the information; vibrates 
the feature articles; shines forth from the pictures. That 
the theme peace. Our readers are quite clear 
who the adherents peace are and where those sinister 
forces are hidden which create war psychosis. Our papers 
have taught their readers passionately love the peo- 
ple’s friends and just passionately detest those who 
are driving them fratricide. 


The majority articles Warsaw papers deal with 
domestic Soviet bloc news, while full coverage world 
events restricted only the most important them. 
Other international events are reported briefly not all. 
typical issue Trybuna Ludu (Party organ) devotes its 
first page the theme the season—either general 
terms specifically relation meeting congress 
dealing with the matter; there considerable “news” 
the subject, will run over subsequent pages, and 
often accompanied pictures. The seasonal theme is, 
course, localized, both the leading front page articles 
editorials, and the village news scattered throughout 
the paper. 

Important news Russia likely appear page 
one, carried over page two. Also located here news 
from other Soviet bloc countries and Communist parties 
the West. important Western fellow-traveler speech 
may appear this page. Village news found normally 
page two, and invariably anti-Western attack—never 
any specific event, but generally dealing with lynchings 
the United States, germ warfare Korea, starving chil- 
dren America. important meeting reported 
page one, congratulatory telegrams concerning will ap- 
pear page two three. 

Page three will deal with domestic news (trade union 
activities, labor problems, cultural events, winners 
medals, etc.). Page four prints special columns such 
“Our Readers and Correspondents Write,” book reviews, 
sports events (if important “seasonal,” their position 
moved first second page spot). Weather, the- 
ater, and movie announcements appear brief page 
four. 

This “typical” coverage may compared with un- 
usual issue Trybuna Ludu, appearing May 25th, 
which the front page was devoted almost exclusively 
international problems. Page one was taken almost 
entirely Pravda reprint dealing with recent Churchill 
speech connection with the forthcoming Bermuda three- 
power conference. The article entitled “On the Ques- 
tion Today’s International Situation,” also dealt with 
German and Chinese issues. The scientist Copernicus, who 
currently being hailed throughout the Soviet bloc, was 
mentioned small boxed article the bottom page 


one; page two devoted two longer articles him, along 
with full report boxing championship the Satel- 
lite area. The remaining pages appeared usual, with 
some slight shifting because the page lost through re- 
printing 


Local Interpretation 


While the tasks all newspapers are basically the same, 
they are performed differently each area level, and 
this difference reflected content. National papers will 
propagandize the Party line theoretical framework; 
provincial papers will deal with terms their own 
local events and production problems. Village papers, 
factory papers and wallnewspapers, the Party’s closest 
links with the masses, have the job keying worker pro- 
duction Party problems the local unit level. The em- 
phasis upon “teamwork” between workers, local Party 
committees, local organizations, and local newspapers, with 
each one counter-checking the activities the other. 
Pointing out that there not always sufficient contact 
between editorial offices local papers and the surround- 
ing cooperative farms, machine tractor stations, State 
farms, cultural and scientific institutions, Rabotnichesko 
Delo (Sofia), June 10, 1952, urged newspapers assist 
Party committees organizing workers for the fulfillment 
the spring sowing campaign publishing the achieve- 
ments stakhanovites, reporting “Socialist” competitions, 
and publicizing results pledge completions. The Sofia 
paper also chastised newspapers which not note “re- 
laxation” among Party and administrative leaders and 
workers fulfilling plans. “The tasks which have been 
assigned local newspapers,” Rabotnichesko Delo con- 
cluded, “will filled successfully only the ties between 
local newspapers and the masses are strengthened.” 

The Prague daily Rude Pravo, August 1952, criticized 
Party members for neglecting the work plant bulletins, 
and announced that the Party’s central committee, fol- 
lowing conference the “low level” plant bulletins, 
had decided that future these bulletins would 
jointly published the Party plant organization, the trade 
union plant organization, the Czech Youth League plant 
organization, and plant management. politically ma- 
ture comrade,” Rude Pravo wrote, “would assigned 
the committee the Party plant organization the 
function editor.” 

The need for close cooperation between wallnewspapers 
and local Party organizations was discussed Rabot- 
nichesko Delo (Sofia), March 1952: 


“Wallnewspapers are important means for carrying 
out the political work Party organizations, tools for 
the Socialist education the workers, and aids the 
fulfillment economic plans. But proper care 
not taken all newspapers. The noble initiative 
workers participating editing wallnewspapers has 
not been properly guided Party committees and or- 
ganizations. Some local newspaper editorial boards 


have undermined the role wallnewspapers and 
not look upon them the expression worker and 
initiative. The publishing houses the 
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newspapers Kolarovgrad Borba, Otechestven Zov, Otech- 
Glass, and September not even know what 
kind wallnewspapers are being published their 
districts. Wallnewspapers will able successfully 
fulfill their tasks only Party committees and depart- 
ments the primary Party organizations pay more 
attention the editors’ reports and they actively par- 
ticipate their editorial work. assisting the 
development wallnewspapers, shall establish plat- 
forms from which all workers can speak, and thus 
shall strengthen and enlarge the worker and farmer 
correspondents’ movement our country—a valuable 
assistant the Party building Socialism.” 


May Warsaw’s youth organ Sztandar Mlodych 
similarly urged closer relationship between political youth 
organizations and the youth’s press: 


“One the conditions for systematic improvement 
the ideological level the youth’s press its wider 
cooperation with organization cadres, youth press cor- 
respondents, youth departments the village press, 
young editors publications edited factories and 
other enterprises. There still too little criticism and 
comment the youth’s press] the different aspects 
the work youth and its sphere influence. There 
too little information about ZMP [Association 
Polish Youth] and its experiences the ideological 
upbringing and political training youth and the work 
its propagandists and agitators. 


NETWORK CORRESPONDENTS 


addition articles seasonal and calendar themes, 
and sporadic reports international news, there are three 

other important elements the Satellite newspaper: 
cial communiques and announcements from ministries, 

committees other organizations; texts all important 
speeches Communist officials; and correspondents’ 
column. “Important” official communiques, those which 
must given top priority, range all the way from depart- 
mental resolutions decrees notice from some local 
Party organization announcing the date forthcoming 
political exam. 

The correspondents’ column consists articles written 
workers and peasants, letters the editor, also con- 
tributed for the most part these same correspondents. 
(See June 1953 issue, page 55). The Party calls this 
network writers its and the press calls “the 
voice the masses,” but reality well-organized 
group Party-subsidized informants and propagandists. 
Correspondents are located every factory, kolkhoz, 
school, other enterprise, well the armed forces 
and among youth groups. Their role, defined Stalin 
the 13th Bolshevik Party Congress 1924, still the 
same: “These organizations are called upon play 
great part clearly expressing proletarian public opinion 
and guiding effectively. [sic] The force proletarian 
public opinion unmasking and repairing the defects 
10, 1952 broadcast, echoed and elaborated up- 

this dictum: 


Cultural 


“These correspondents have enthusiastically assumed 
the tasks entrusted them the Party the struggle 
for the building happy life for our people. 
These correspondents critically analyze the manner 
which Party and state organizations manage the cooper- 
atives, trade exchanges between towns and villages and 
the manner which the grain collection campaign 
and the development local resources are taking place. 
They unmask town and village speculators who seek, 
even now hinder supplies for the working people. 
the same time, they disclose the foul deeds kulaks 
who try avoid payment taxes grain deliveries, 
well dishonest elements which have succeeded 
infiltrating some cooperatives. Such disclosures have 
borne fruit. The former secretary district People’s 
Council has been dismissed and brought trial. 
was kulak and supporter kulaks, saboteur and 
robber public funds. Another press correspondent 
has unmasked kulak, formerly innkeeper, who had 
slipped bookkeeper the management col- 
lective 


Since most correspondents’ letters and articles substan- 
tiate least concern current Party campaigns, 
likely that very few them are submitted “voluntarily” 
that they express the genuine voice the people, 
the regime claims. The press admits frequently that one 
its functions, conjunction with local Party commit- 
tees, aid correspondents their work holding 
conferences with them, suggesting ways improving their 
articles and letters, and giving them specific topics upon 
which write. editorial published February 26, 
1952, Rabotnichesko Delo (Sofia) criticized newspapers 
and committees for falling down this job: 


Can said that this [correspondents’] move- 
ment has become active supporter the Party 
building Socialism, and that has created constant con- 
tact between the Party and the people? No, this can- 
not said. The development the workers’ and 
farmers’ movement lagging behind the rapid develop- 
ment our Socialist economy. lagging behind the 
requirements the building Socialism and failing 
fulfill the tasks put before our Party and our 
Government. The editorial offices have failed create 
numerous and active groups workers and farmers 
correspondents. They not show sufficient interest 
these groups and not assist them their daily work. 
are now faced with the following tasks: improve 
the organization the groups workers’ and farmers’ 
correspondents, encourage larger circle workers 
and farmers collaborate with the newspapers, and 
exercise constant care training and assisting these 
correspondents. 


Criticism and Self-Criticism 


Moreover, the content worker and peasant contribu- 
tions principally critical—and the form permitted. 
That is, the articles and letters are designed point out 
minor abuses only; they may not criticize the Party, the 
system, important branches the government impor- 
tant officials. All letters, unsolicited not, must 
through number official channels before actually 
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being published. When material arrives newspaper 
office, forwarded the appropriate ministry or- 
ganization concerned, where verified. the situation 
described the article actually exists, printed, along 
with note reporting that corrective action will taken, 
being taken, has been taken. The Tallinn paper 
Rahva Haal gave example this corrective procedure 
November 12, 1952 article: 

few months ago Erika Tiit and Helmi Sirg, mem- 
bers Kolkhoz Valgus, were being criticized the 
newspaper Bolshevistlik Too for staying away from work. 
Thereupon, the kolkhoz administration notified Bol- 
shevistlik Too’s editorial board that this question had 
been under discussion and had been agreed that 
these demoralizers work discipine would called 
task general meeting the kolkhoz. The editorial 
board, however, was not satisfied with this plan and 
prevented its execution. The above-mentioned good- 
for-nothings, who had not yet worked any normdays, 
were therefore not disciplined. The editorial board, to- 
gether with the help regional organs and the tractor 
station’s political department, began solve the prob- 
lem. October general meeting members 
Kolkhoz Valgus took place, where the fulfillment this 
collective’s contract was discussed. November the 
newspaper printed report the meeting, proving that 
concrete measures eliminate these transgressions 
the contract were made. This example proves that 
editorial board, with irreconcilable and con- 
tinuous contact with existing mistakes, helps much 
toward their prompt elimination.” 


Rabotnichesko Delo, February 28, 1952 article criti- 
cizing newspapers for their lack attention workers’ 
letters, wrote: “Every editor must remember that behind 
each letter there human being; sometimes the letters 
are written badly, but they are sincere.” The newspaper 
continued 

“Workers’ letters must attended properly and 
the problems raised them must studied. negli- 
gence shown toward them, their numbers diminish, 
and letters constitute the most important tie between 
the press and the people. for news- 
papers improve their work dealing with letters. 
The editors must respond the appeals made the 
letters. Comrade Chervenkov has said, ‘Although these 
letters may anonymous, although they may only 
percent correct, does not matter. must pay 
great attention these letters; must verify every- 

Scanteia (Bucharest), February 10, 1952 wrote that the 
Party committee Constanta had not yet handled 
the reports which correspondents had sent during 
the last three months 1951, and that the Botosani Party 
committee had neglected out such reports. Similar 
attitudes had been shown people’s councils, the news- 
paper added. 


Persecution Correspondents 
Victims correspondent-informants not infrequently 


strike back tormenting and attacking those who report 
their activities, and the press, forced side with cor- 


respondents, condemns these practices its columns. 
its January 18, 1952 issue, the Romanian paper Scanteia 
(Bucharest) carried long article with the headline “There 
Excuse for Persecuting the Village Correspondents.” 
number examples were cited. The assistant personnel 
manager factory which worker had been lam- 
pooned cartoon “dared” ask that the cartoon 
removed because was damaging the worker. Two 
workers who had tried criticize factory engineer were 
threatened with dismissal the management, and one 
worker correspondent, Nicolae Mustatsa, was beaten 
the chairman the People’s Council Tunari. 

February 10, Scanteia again reported more examples. 
Kulaks had attacked peasant correspondent Barlad 
region who had “unmasked” their “machinations.” The 
regional and district committees Barlad, although they 
were informed the attack, had failed “take any 
measures” support and protect the correspondent. 
early 1951, correspondent persecution was the subject 
discussion conferences arranged several centers 
between press correspondents and newspapers. re- 
ported Viata Sindicala, May 16, 1951: 


Our correspondents openly told that many 
comrades longer dared take this task because 
they knew that this would make them hated the 
administrative and even the trade union agencies. The 
casualness which reigns some countries, the fear 
criticism felt some administrative and trade union 
agencies and their reluctance face the shortcomings 
pointed out correspondents order remove them, 
have led systematic persecution the correspondents 
who are asked show their reports these agencies 
before sending them off, that the deficiencies and 
mistakes criticized should not made known the 

“An example, one exceptional gravity, the per- 
secution our correspondent Vasile Popovici the 
head the Arad Locomotive Depot, Vasile Hantu. 
The latter does not like worker his department 
newspaper correspondent, criticize and ‘attack 
his authority.’ Vasile Hantu feels that his style 
cramped. order get rid this correspondent who 
‘loses his time with nonsense,’ ‘acts like adventurer,’ 
and ‘meddles with what does not concern him’ (these 
are the words Vasile Hantu), has begun cam- 
paign against Comrade Vasile Popovici. persecutes 
him, rude him and pesters him with lot petty 
annoyances order prevent him from writing any 
more, ‘teach him how behave.’ Although distin- 
guished his work, Comrade Vasile Popovici has re- 
ceived bonus; although has the right 
school for skilled workers, not being sent there, 
under various pretexts. The [Depot] committee, al- 
though aware Vasile Hantu’s behavior, has done 

“The Central Committee emphasizes the great impor- 
tance Party work the movement correspondents 
the field labor, and enjoins all Party committees 
and organizations, collaboration with Scanteia and 
local newspapers, take measures for the extension 
the movement correspondents all concerns, in- 
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stitutions, collective farms, villages, etc. pursuit 
these tasks outlined the Party, trade union agen- 
cies must constantly give support press correspon- 
dents. Where negative attitude persecution persist 
—and they persist, have shown above—they 
must combated sternly and liquidated, and the best 
possible conditions must created enable the press 
correspondents their duty without fear re- 
prisals. Measures must taken deal with the 
cases mentioned and with others. shall see 
that this done.” 


Correspondents Conference 


Bulgaria, national conference 750 worker-peas- 
ant correspondents, the first its kind, was held Sofia 
May One month later, decree the Presidium 
the National Assembly awarded medals and orders 108 
the delegates, expression the “Party’s and gov- 
ernment’s high appreciation.” This was the first such 
award made the “voluntary” network correspondents 
any Satellite country, and according Rabotnichesko 
Delo, June went shockworkers, stakhanovites, inno- 
vators, outstanding farmers, brigade and team leaders, all 
whom “not only are correspondents but public work- 
ers, active supporters the Party for disseminating the 
positive experience the construction Socialism and for 
eliminating shortcomings state and Party work.” 

his lengthy speech the conference delegates, pub- 
lished Rabotnichesko Delo, May Prime 
Chervenkov criticized newspapers for underrating the im- 
portance the correspondents’ movement and for having 
“disinterested” and “formalistic” attitude. Their task, 
Chervenkov said, select village and worker correspon- 
dents correctly, and see their political development. 
want Rabotnichesko Delo and the other newspapers,” 
declared, “to explain the workers the importance 
the movement and the importance the press general.” 

Turning the role correspondents criticism and 
self-criticism, Chervenkov told the delegates that they must 
praise all good workers but must not afraid criticize 
shortcomings and errors well. Urging them “con- 
stantly struggle for justice,” Chervenkov declared: 

“Your task see the dark parts our reality and 
negative manifestations. You must the first see 
[these] and incite public opinion against them that 
they can eliminated, because they hamper the im- 
petuous progress the motherland the path 
Socialism. Fearlessly reveal shortcomings, bureaucracy, 
laziness, misuse, hypocrisy, egoism, and hostile tenden- 
cies. Nothing must stop you from struggling for justice. 
Stand the end for our justice, for our Communist 
justice [prolonged cheers]. The Communist Party, the 
government and the entire Bulgarian people are stand- 
ing behind you.” [prolonged cheers.] 


Chervenkov also spoke the delegates “journalists,” 
admitting that their work was “professional” rather than 
“voluntary,” and instructed them apply “Socialist 
realism” showing the “successes” “Socialist” building: 

wish you learn, learn continuously during 

your work, enrich your general education—a very im- 


Cultural 


portant prerequisite for every journalist. wish you 
become perfect your work and intensify your 
journalistic susceptibility without which, accordance 
with Stalin, the journalist unable fulfill his task, 
understand life, struggle successfully for the 
cause the Party and government. The work village 
and workers’ correspondents vocation. This voca- 
tion not only demands that the correspondent 
the service his people with his pen but also that 
have talent write. Develop your talent. Remember 
that one the most difficult tasks that the journal- 
ist. Remember that what you have written must inspire 
and influence, must achieve its goal. Write 
simple manner. Write only about something you know 
well and feel. your articles, reflect reality. Write 
about our successes and emphasize them. Show what 
new, the building Socialism, and appeal for new vic- 


IV. CAPTIVE EDITORS 


The network censors, Party members and government 
officials overseeing the work Satellite newspaper editors 
keeps most them well line and insures ideologically 
correct content. double check, however, State news 
agencies often issue accompanying, lengthy directives 
the case highly important news items, and those editors 
who deviate are frequently punished dismissal. Such 
was the case when Stalin died. Romania’s Agerpress 
Agency teletyped the following instructions all editors 
March 


“The speeches Malenkov, Beria and Molotov will 
published full. Where technical conditions not 
allow this, only speech will published, 
and announcement will carried saying that the 
other two speeches will published the next issue. 
Papers may appear six pages. account must 
published the memorial meeting Stalin Square. 
Chivu Stoica’s speech will published full. report 
the meeting held your locality will published. 
Speeches local meetings will published abridged 
form. The telegram the working people who attended 
the mourning meeting your town will published; 
its text must approved the regional Party com- 
mittee. Telegrams sent the regional Party committee 
will also published. such telegrams exist, the 
telegram sent from the Bucharest meeting will pub- 
lished instead. The front pages all papers will appear 
without black borders, but space should left for them 
case this instruction amended.” 


Peas Pod 


the occasion Stalin's death, Satellite Communist Party 
organs took their cues from Pravda, following its 
front-page format almost the letter. Only two papers dif- 
fered even slightly: the black border missing from Rude 
page; the position Stalin's picture Trybuna 
front page opposite and the other papers’. 
Lithuania's Zinios (not shown) was identical format with 
the Latvian paper Zinotajs. 
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Poland’s Trybuna Ludu (People’s Tribune) 
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Czechoslovakia’s Rude Pravo (Red Justice) 


Czechoslovakia, Minister Agriculture order 
village papers the handling the Stalin news had 
stipulated that all articles concerning his death put 
the front page, implying that Stalin should have exclusive 
coverage that page. Some village newspaper editors, who 
either misunderstood took the opportunity misunder- 
stand the order, accompanied the news Stalin’s death 
with such normally correct page-one items reports 
new methods spreading fertilizers, pig-breeding, and 
livestock diseases. Repercussions were immediate: fourteen 
village newspaper editors were dismissed. 


Although periodic journalist conferences, “reeducational” 
centers, and the intricate censorship network are all de- 
signed prevent such flagrant independence the part 
local editors, deviations inevitably occur. Minor in- 
stances, too trivial warrant dismissal the editor 
suppression the paper itself, are attacked columns 
the “national” Satellite Responsible local Party or- 
gans are often condemned well. Estonia’s Communist 
Party organ Ravha Haal has special column for this pur- 


pose, called “Survey the Press.” The following spot ex- 


amples are typical: 

“The political department Otepaa Tractor Station 
must noticeably improve the work its 
The editorial board must learn from the work better 
newspapers.” (November 12, 1952) 

“The regional committee Tapa the Estonian 
Communist Party must improve the direction its 
paper.” (November 22, 1952) 

“Other regional newspapers should take their ex- 
ample the paper Soviet Hiiumaa.” (January 30, 1953) 


May 1952 Rahva Haal criticized all newspapers 
which not deal sufficiently with problems produc- 
tion: “Such newspapers replace the creative initiative 
workers with artificial problems which lead their atten- 
tion away from the basic aims Socialist competitions 
fulfilling and exceeding production plans.” 


Pravda 


Moscow’s Pravda, “newspaper all newspapers,” the 
Satellite model models: the “infallible” guide what 
should and should not done. Tallinn’s paper Truth From 
the Home Country wrote May 15, 1951, “Our journal- 
ists learn from Pravda the higher ideology and principles, 
the ability recognize and support all new and progressive 
things, and oppose sharply everyone who hinders our 
forward progress.” Magyar Nemzet (Budapest) wrote 
May 1952: “The Bolshevik paper Pravda the great 
teacher our People’s democracy. Pravda exercises 
direct influence upon our press. The ten-year-old mili- 
tant organ our Party, Szabad Nep, regards Pravda 
its model and strives approach its activities.” 

Baltic newspapers are already practically replicas 
Soviet papers, and the Satellite press gradually achieving 
that distinction. Many articles are reprints from Pravda 
other Soviet papers. Russian-written articles are fre- 


quently prepared especially for the 
racies.” Soviet and Satellite newspapers all have similar 
mastheads. Formats are almost identical. Throughout the 
Communist bloc, handling Stalin’s death was 
ardized (see illustration) indicate that Moscow may 
have shipped Satellite editors completed mats and 

Most papers have four pages, with some running 
six Sunday special occasions when the lengthy 
text speech published. Most front pages will carry 
long, two three column articles which are neither broken 
subheads nor carried over subsequent pages. Pic- 
tures, when used, little liven the paper’s format 
since they too have “Socialist” content (pictures Com- 
munist leaders, stakhanovite medal winners, new factories, 
etc.). The photographs are technically poor, and news- 
print itself inferior quality and grayish color. 
headline would attract the reader’s interest, but only 
reminds him, day after day, his responsibilities the 
Communist state. “Light reading” might describe new 
buildings resort centers, the personal experiences 
outstanding stakhanovite. Display advertising ex- 
tremely rare; classified ads, movie and theatre announce- 
ments and the weather are generally restricted unim- 
portant papers. Obituaries never comprise entire col- 
umn names, but are carried only for very important 
people, which time long article printed the de- 
ceased. “Society” news is, course, out the question. 
Bulgaria Today (Sofia) wrote its May issue: 

“Our newspapers carry nonsense. They are not 
read help digestion. All our articles have serious, 
vital problems view. wise advice always 
before the eyes our journalists: avoid useless political 
clamour. Avoid intellectualist reasonings. Keep closer 
life. Pay greater attention the way the masses 
workers and peasants are actually building something 
new their everyday work.” 


The Stalinist “reorganization” the press has meant 
totalitarian control every aspect publication. Printing 
presses, newsprint and ink are all State-allocated. News 
channels are regime-controlled and news received 
from the outside world, released for internal consump- 
tion except through State-censored channels. But the State 
not only prints, edits and produces publications: also 
compels subscriptions. this means, the Communists 
have force-fed their captive peoples incessant and un- 
varying diet Party pulp, with the Central Committee 
the Party dictating the components the formula from the 
national dailies right down the factory wallnewspapers. 

But spite group reading classes, enforced lectures 
and discussions daily newspapers, the Communists have 
not been able sustain popular interest their publica- 
tions. Their papers are solemn, repetitious and unrelieved 
their monotony, and the constant regime references 
circulation drives and enforced purchase Party papers 
can only mean that the captive peoples remain unwilling 
swallow the news gruel that has been spoon-fed them. 
They may forced buy but they will not forced 
digest. 
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ing Communist totalitarianism, 
and the other side with large- 


thwarting any future attack, 
well defending the most pre- 
cious all human values—lib- 
erty. But were the present inter- 
national situation merely ques- 
tion these two opposing forces, 
and the prospect new blood- 
shed the only hope for our libera- 


East Europe, and beamed RFE its target countries. 


RFE Bulgaria... 


European Federation 
obvious that the last two wars did not bring the 


peace for which all humanity yearned. These two wars 
failed establish the new order which was guarantee 
the welfare and peaceful development all nations. And 
now the threat new war hangs ominously over the heads 
the down-trodden peoples. 


Today mankind faced one 
side with the threat expand- 


scale military preparations aimed 


tion and for saving the world from serfdom, then might 
indeed abandon faith the progress man’s spirit. 

heartening, however, that today people are becom- 
ing convinced that, apart from the atom bomb and mili- 
tarization, there another way ensuring and re-estab- 
lishing the freedom and welfare nations. Today 
not only the political dreamer, but the practical statesman 
and the man the street well, who are aware that the 
only solution unification all nations, and that the pres- 


division into small and big states has long been out- 
moded and makes easy prey for the invader. 


Today, following the chaos that descended upon Europe 
World War II, are witnessing the confusion 
starting clear with the rapid ripening the idea Euro- 
pean unification. The period theorizing over; there 


indication that the constructive period under way. 
A“United States Europe” and “European Federation” 


Radto Free Europe Section 


Radio Free Europe 


Tonight, the countries behind the Iron Curtain, men, women and children will gather around radios tuned the 
voices their countrymen the West, bringing them the news the free world, the knowledge that they are not forgotten, 
and the hope their future liberation. Radio Free Europe, operating home service from abroad, broadcasts over net- 
work transmitters Czechoslovakia, Poland, Hungary, Bulgaria, Albania and Romania, competing directly with all Satel- 
lite Communist stations. The scripts below are excerpts from programs prepared freedom-loving exiles from Central and 


longer represent abstract concepts socio-political theory. 
Nor are they slogans Utopian idealism. They have 
emerged elements realistic and constructive policy, and 
are the object discussions international conferences, 
initiatives undertaken authoritative statesmen. 

The idea unifying Europe means new. The 
first book European federation was published 1306 
the Crown jurist King Philippe Bel France, 
Pierre Dubois. the 15th cen- 
tury King Georgi Podiebrad 
Bohemia proposed Louis 
the unification Europe 
Congregatio Concordiae. was 
the early 17th century that 
Henry France, together 
with his Cabinet Minister Sully, 
launched the idea setting 
council the existing Chris- 
tian states. Both projects were 
aimed establishing defense 
system against the Ottoman em- 

ire. 

1695 the Quaker William Penn, founder the state 
Pennsylvania, came forth with plan for the unifica- 
tion Europe. Jean Jacques Rousseau, Jeremy Ben- 
tham, Kant and others were concerned with the possibility 
peace within the framework federation the free 
nations Mazzini, Godin, Lamartine, and Victor Hugo 
were among the many exponents the idea unifying 
Europe. 

None these projects was realized. Some them en- 
countered difficulties their very beginnings while others 
remained purely philosophical ideas. 

the period between the first and second World Wars 
the idea unifying Europe was promulgated its fanatic 
Austrian apostle Count Coudenhove-Kalergi, who founded 
the “Pan European” movement. Aristide Briand, then the 
French Foreign Minister, was the first officially intro- 
duce this idea the League Nations 1930. The pro- 
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posal made the great French statesman for creating 


closer tie among the European nations was received 
some states with enthusiasm, others with certain reser- 
vations, and some with coldness. The bacillus nation- 
alism continued plague the organism the separate 
states, with the result that they were not able realize 
Briand’s life-saving idea. Diplomatic notes were 
memoranda were sent out; speeches were made; but the 
world followed the same old road. 

Europe had undergo new destructive war, millions 
casualties had suffered and countless material 
losses taken, unparalleled economic, political and social 
chaos had settle the ruins Europe—a Europe one 
half which was enslaved and the other seriously threat- 
ened with new invasion—before the idea unifying 
Europe could really take hold. Today the idea estab- 
lishing European federation has been embraced prom- 
inent men who are fighting for it. cite only few 
them: Eduard Herriot, President the French National 
Assembly; Count Sforza, until recently Italian Foreign 
Minister; Paul Henri Spaak and Van Zeeland, former 
Prime Ministers Belgium; Andre Philippe and Paul 
Ramadier, former Cabinet Ministers and leaders the 
French Socialists; Paul Reynaud, etc. 

mention Sir Winston Churchill separately, because 
although was initiator and fervent spokesman for 
the movement right after the war, Prime Minister 
Great Britain cannot take official stand, since Brit- 
ain, view her specific government structure, uncer- 
tain about joining European federation. 

The United States sympathetic the future unifica- 
tion Europe. What more, the United States aids this 
unification, thus refuting the allegation that she dreads 
European competition and consequently prefers see 
disunited Europe. 

Fortunately, the most important thing necessary for the 
realization this idea has great extent already been 
achieved; namely, “European consciousness” has already 
begun emerge the European psyche. does not 
the least erase the national individual na- 
tions, nor does replace it; the “European consciousness” 
above and thereby increases its scope. 

But the fact which has great significance for us—the 
captive peoples, particular—is that simultaneously with 
the development “European consciousness” there has 
also arisen the conviction that the unification Europe 


must overall, that Europe cannot exist half-slave and 
half-free. 


RFE Czechoslovakia 


Television: New Window, Old View 


have read great event taking place Prague: 
gathering chosen guests attended the first showing 
television. truth, this great event but minor occa- 

the moment, the Russians are waging peace cam- 
paign and are bent protesting their benevolence toward 


England and America. is, therefore, possible that they 
will abstain, this time, from saying that television was in. 
vented unknown Russian the beginning the 
nineteenth century. television institute has already been 
set Prague, and the inauguration ceremony 
director, Mr. Karel Kohout, first thanked the Commu. 
nist Party and then the government. Somehow the inventor 
television got lost amidst the acknowledgments. Tele. 
vision came behind the Iron Curtain the same way 
many other inventions: Russian agents went America, 
bought few television sets and, once home, copied 
But that detail. The main thing whether television 
going make your life richer, whether will widen 
your horizons and tell you more about the world. 

Unfortunately, with without television, the 
slovak citizen remains stuck the same ditch, unable 
look over its rim. 

Rude Pravo wrote, first, that the Czechoslovak televi- 
sion sets have not yet achieved the perfection Russian 
sets. Well, that self-evident; nothing else could have 
been expected. say that our technicians were able 
construct equally good television set the Russian 
technicians would deviation; Titoism, fact. Thanks 
the Soviet Union, have deprecate ourselves all the 
time. Second, Rude Pravo wrote that the pictures the 
Czechoslovak television were not clear and steady. But 
this again detail and can rectified. The main 
tion is: when the pictures are quite clear and not trem- 
ble any more—what will you see then? Whether clear 
blurred, trembling steady—what will you watching? 

Mr. Glos, the television producer, was good enough 
explain the audience Prague that the difference 
tween television and cinema was that the onlooker watches 
the show different environment from the movie the- 
ater. almost seems the audience would have tum- 
bled this fact all themselves, without Mr. Glos’ help. 
Indeed, the advantage television that you may stay 
home and still watch moving pictures. However, will 
there any other difference? the situation now, 
the cinema home, you will forever see the same gov- 
ernment pictures. 

have read the program the first television show- 
ing Prague. The audience saw the deceased Joseph 
Stalin attending the May Day parade Moscow. 
revolutionary innovation, this television: you see the like- 
ness Joseph Stalin anyway, every corner, every 
exhibition; looks you from every magazine; pa- 
rades, you see hundred Stalin pictures all once; you 
suffocate under the flood Stalin’s pictures; you are 
bored death the high tide Stalin’s pictures—and 
now, new, miraculous medium comes along which can 
transmit pictures from distance, and what you see? 
Joseph Stalin. You will ask yourselves whether the inven- 
tion was needed merely for that. 

Moreover, Mr. Glos went explain, one the 
peculiarities television the fact that the viewer can 
see what happening elsewhere the moment hap- 
pening. Pity they did not give any evidence it. 
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common knowledge that Stalin dead, and his picture 
from the May Day Parade Moscow must least 
year old. They also showed scenes from the election 
Antonin Zapotocky—that wasn’t simultaneous either; 
was several weeks old. And the end they showed scenes 
the May Day Parade Prague, which were ten hours 
old; you had gone the movie you could have seen 
there well. Yes, true, television does enable 
see what goes simultaneously elsewhere; but the Com- 
munist government apprehensive and uncertain that 
cannot utilize the advantages the invention. What 
something unexpected should happen? What somebody 
were shout: Long live freedom? What the police 
were obliged arrest somebody for his disagreement with 
the government the crucial Imagine tele- 
vision had been existence Prague five years ago, dur- 
ing the last Sokol Festival. would have been sheer 
catastrophe. The onlooker would have seen the parade 
marching into the Old City Square before smiling Mr. 
Gottwald, full anticipation. Then would have seen 
Mr. Gottwald stiffen suddenly with scowl because the 
marching Sokols shouted their cheers President Benes. 
government terror opposition from morning until 
night cannot avail itself the advantage simultaneity 
provided television. this respect, television use- 
less invention the Communist government. For, just 
has suppressed the freedom the press, now sup- 
presses the freedom events, and the censors must 
given sufficient time eliminate the scenes they consider 
unfit for showing. So, not hope for simultaneity. 
far that concerned, what you will seeing simulta- 
neously will limited trained seals the circus, 
Mr. Zapotocky visiting the Deaf and Dumb Institute. 

Even television the government simply reflects its 
own image. That why you have seen Stalin and Za- 
potocky, the May Day Parade Moscow, and the May 
Day Parade Prague the first showing. Once more 
they fed you with what they have been feeding you the 
papers, the movies, the radio, and meetings. Tele- 
vision for the Communist government only another 
means for agitation. you want find something else, 
you must seek it—following the advent television 
before—in yourselves. hear that many you wait 
the lobbies the cinemas until the newsreel finished 
because they importune you, who came amuse 
yourselves, with propaganda. Now this newsreel will 
shown television. Will you pleased? far you 
have been avoiding the Russian movies the cinema. 
Now they will offer them you TV, the swindler 
tries dispose counterfeit coin several places. Until 
now you were left peace once you shut the apartment 
door behind you. Now the government tries get you 
via television waves. not hope that the government, 
which far has been boring, will suddenly become amus- 
ing television. sure, will arrange whimsical 
quiz program, knowing the kind that being done 
America, However, you should participate one, 
prepared for such amusing questions put you as: 


Radio Free Europe 


how much scrap paper did the Pioneers collect 1950? 
My, will you amused! You will turn your set and 
lo, what pleasant surprise: you will see old familiar 
film about the principles thriftiness the shoe indus- 
try. far amusement concerned, the govern- 
ment deems sufficient amusement for the subject 
exhorted greater achievement work. far you 
have only heard the exhorter’s voice. Television will show 
you what looks like. One Communist author recently 
reflected the problem comedy, and after lengthy 
pondering came the conclusion that “it really pecu- 
liar how hard make people laugh.” not 
hard life normal. hard when life accursed and 
tragic. will hard over Communist television too. 

the middle the twentieth century double oppos- 
ing movement has set in: technical know-how continually 
expands the world, and Communism narrows down 
even more. Modern reporting now has every facility 
spread news all over the world within one hour. The 
Communist governments not prohibit the means, but 
they prohibit the reports. plane can carry you Amer- 
ica one night, but the government prohibits your cross- 
ing the frontier; when you from Prague Brno you 
are suspect. The world accessible, but citizens 
Communist country are imprisoned hole. The gov- 
ernment erected Chinese Wall around the country, which 
only bird can cross—not man, not news, not books, not 
ideas. The Chinese Wall made material and non- 
material matter, stones and terror, barbed wire and 
police garrisons, kennels the borders, but also 
censorship, sham reporting, government-controlled 
press and government-controlled radio, humiliated 
literature, and subdued philosophy. What does the in- 
troduction television mean such system? Does 
mean that the wall has been pierced? indeed. means 
that another row bricks has been added the Chinese 
Wall, and that your outlook limited even more. 
The subdued, humiliated and shackled press has been 
joined the subdued, humiliated and shackled television. 


RFE 
The Collectivist Campaign 


1945, the puppets Vishinsky had set his Min- 
isters Bucharest carried out agrarian reform which 
gave small patch land each 800,000 peasants. 
this way the Soviets were hoping turn these peas- 
ants into agents the Bolshevist revolution our coun- 
try. Eight years have gone since then and not even 
half the peasants who were given land have “understood” 
the blessings the kolkhoz [collective farm]; they pre- 
ferred remain free and independent Romanian peasants. 
This why the bosses our country are now seized 
panic; this why they are frantic the face their 
Moscow masters. Only because the peasants Romania 
have withstood all persecution and pressure and continue 
refuse enter the enclosure the Red ring-leaders. 

If, indeed, the Communists have managed collec- 
tivize percent the arable land our country, the 
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remaining percent continues the hands free 
Romanian peasants. And the “Socialist” war economy im- 
posed the Russians limping badly. Communist plan- 
ners are hampered the fact that the agricultural econ- 
omy our country still the hands Romanians. 
order turn the entire country into “Socialist” slave 
labor camp, they must first take everything away from the 
easants, down the last furrow earth. 

5,200,000 landowning peasants who have not joined any 
kolkhoz are the soldiers who tomorrow will fight the 
ranks those who defend the principles individual 
property and freedom. The Communists know this, and 
that why they are now desperately trying conquer 
these armies Romanian peasants. The Communists have 
brought into line with Muscovite standards every en- 
deavor the state. The only sector which remains stub- 
bornly Romanian the agricultural sector. That why, 
today, the architects the betrayal our nation are 
readying new plans ensnare the peasantry Romania. 

The Congress fad, dear the Communists, has been 
introduced into agriculture. The first Congress the 
Leaders Collective which took place May 21, 
was received with the collective Communist 
newspapers. The know only too well that poor 
merchandise needs lot advertising. this Congress 
they realized that this poor merchandise, the kolkhoz, 
which the Communists are trying sell the peasants 
Romania, rotten Russian merchandise. 

citing few isolated examples from the kolkhozes 
the Brasov Galati area, the Communists fooled one. 
They make all this noise that they may hear themselves 
and that their masters Moscow may hear them, for the 
Romanian peasants are deaf this relentless propaganda. 

The producers rich harvests, and the kolkhoz over- 
seers such Gheorghe Bileca Gheorghe Sachi, brig- 
adiers Baicu Ecaterina Craciun, are reality 
nothing but stooges who have themselves never touched 
plow, but who have forced kolkhoz members under their 
supervision work the limits their strength give 
the propagandists their necessary material. The awarding 
the Order Labor, the Praesidium the so-called 
National Assembly, the various kolkhoz heroes during 
this Congress was typical Communist spectacle. The 
Communists give token rewards the best kolkhoz mem- 
bers and try stimulate the other servants who may 
have slackened the pace. 


The speeches, the motions, and the entire circus this 
Congress had only one purpose: the launching vigor- 
ous offensive for increasing the number kolkhozes. Each 
kolkhoz member has now been given the task agitating 
for collectivization. Fortunately, from their own experi- 
ence, kolkhoz members have learned the kind propa- 
ganda they must make. they themselves have fallen into 
this trap, least they not want their relatives and 
fellow-villagers through the same thing. They have, 
indeed, many tale tell about the swindles perpetrated 
these kolkhozes. They will surely tell how the 
beginning they were asked for lei admission fee; 


round-table discussion Romanian exiles goes 
the air Romania from Radio Free Europe's studios 
Munich. 


then half the tools, cattle and everything else they had 
were taken away for the stock the kolkhoz; then how, 
the name this same reserve stock, they must pay, 
addition their produce quotas, percent their total 
annual cash income; how they must support crew 
bureaucratic drones, and how, night and day, they are 
summoned “Socialist” contests, voluntary labor and 
all other manner extra work. 

The first “Congress the Leaders Collective Farms” 
was superb demonstration the failure Communist 
collectivist policy and public admission the fierce re- 
sistance our peasants. matter how many congresses 
and how much agitation the Communists stir up, they will 
not exceed the trifling 2,000 kolkhozes they have now, 
because the five million independent peasants will never 
willingly surrender the bird hand for the two Muscovite 

While from our country and from other countries occu- 
pied Russian troops, thousands carloads goods 
flow ceaselessly the Soviet Union, the free world the 
large countries help the poor and needy ones. Recently, 
the leaders the United States proposed send million 
tons wheat Pakistan, because that country had suf- 


fered severe drought and its people was threatened 
starvation. This reminds the help the Americans 
gave Moldavia during the 1946 drought, while the 
Russians took trainloads grain away from our country, 
all the name the armistice. While Bucharest the 
minions Moscow hold congresses and plan all kinds 
model statutes strike the Romanian peasants, the 
free world the fruits freedom serve the people directly. 


RFE Albania... 
The Riots 


connection with recent events East Berlin, give 
you here the statement made James Carey. Mr. Carey 
the Secretary-Treasurer the and President 
the International Union Electrical and Radio Machine 
Workers America. quote: 

“One thought above all others comes the mind 
leader democratic men when reads the news the 
demonstrations and riots the Soviet sector Berlin. 
How many other demonstrations have there been behind 
the Iron Curtain that the world has never been permitted 
know about? 

“How many similar protests have occurred Russian- 
occupied areas—protests suppressed not only the ruth- 
less action troops and secret police but also the suf- 
focating blanket censorship? 

“How many other riots against Communist injustice have 
been dissolved murder and bloodshed and the facts with- 
held from the rest the world? can only guess the 
answers these questions because Communism’s hatred for 
freedom matched only its hatred for human truth. 

“But know part the answer, because some 
the rivers blood spilled the Kremlin murderers has 


trickled out beneath the Iron Curtain and some these 


anguished cries tortured men and women have echoed 
through the skies into our lands. know, therefore, 
the recent riots Communist Czechoslovakia men and 
women protesting the brutal theft their life savings under 
the pretext currency reform. know that these heroic 


Czechs were arrested, beaten, exiled and killed untold 
numbers. 


“Suddenly East Berlin tornado swept through the 


streets. Tens thousands angry men and women 
mocked Communism’s new order. The hated Red flag 


was pulled down from the Brandenburg Tor. Unter 
den Linden, Communist posters were burned, and Lieb- 
necht Strasse automobiles belonging the despised Com- 
munist officials were overturned. Thousands surged 
front the Soviet Embassy. All once Russian Commis- 


sars with dreams 1000-year reign Red Fascism 


Germany were reminded the promised Thousand Year 


reign Brown Fascism Germany. The free world knows 
that the Russians were panicked they declared martial 
law and started wave after wave suppression East 
Berlin. Men and women were clubbed, shot and executed. 


“As read the news reports the anti-Communist riot- 


ing East Berlin’s streets, remembered international 


short wave broadcast heard not long ago. was 


Free Europe 


English language program from Radio Moscow the 
United States, and reported the wonders that the 
Communist regime was working the Soviet zone 
Berlin. 

wish today that the East Berlin citizens who were 
clubbed, beaten, shot and jailed the Communists this 
week could hear what Radio Moscow asked Americans 
believe. The miracles Russian reconstruction East 
Berlin, according Radio Moscow, had already created 
new life for German workers the Soviet zone. The 
people East Berlin enjoyed greater ‘democratic’ free- 
dom, enjoyed greater economic benefits, enjoyed greater 
leisure and cultural benefits—well, they enjoyed everything 
more than the people the West Berlin and Allied zones 
Germany. 

“For our men and for millions other Americans 
free trade unions, such Radio Moscow broadcasts are sym- 
bolic the eternal stupidity dictatorship. Because only 
totalitarian stupidity which imagines that can suppress 
the hunger for freedom and human dignity could also 
imagine that Americans could believe such obvious lies. 

“And that part what meant when spoke the 
eternal stupidity tyranny and dictatorship. Communist 
tyranny incapable was Nazi tyranny understand- 
ing that part the hunger for freedom the hunger for 
freedom information and that part the hunger for 
human dignity the hunger for access information from 
which can draw our own conclusions and which 
can make our own decisions. 


“We know, course, that wherever history these 
hungers have been denied suppressed, tyranny has in- 
evitably found itself sitting powder keg, totalitarian- 
ism has discovered today Berlin and Czechoslovakia. 

“The heroism our democratic brothers and sisters 
East Berlin the face Russian machine guns and tanks 
will down history one the brighest pages the 
struggle against totalitarianism. Once again the eternal 
weakness dictatorship has been exposed not only the 
oppressed but the oppressors well. The people East 
Berlin and all other people trapped behind the Iron Cur- 
tain must and will receive renewed pledges support 
every kind that can give from the democratic trade 
unions the free world. the American democratic 
trade union movement are paying tribute—as respectfully 
and reverently can—to the heroes, the men and 
women who rose East Berlin this week, Czecho- 
slovakia two weeks ago, put the torch Communism’s 
illusion omnipotence. 

“But will more than pay tribute and will 
more than acclaim their courage. will renew our efforts 
their behalf and behalf workers everywhere be- 
hind the Iron Curtain. will work through our own 
governments; will work through the International Con- 
federation Free Trade Unions; will work through our 
trade union representatives and offices Europe and Asia 
aid the struggle anti-Communism against the slave 
masters the Kremlin. will contribute money, 
greater extent that ever have before, bulwark the 
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resistance Europe and Asia the slavery Com- 
munism. 

will these things not simply because our hearts 
out those who wage heroic battle, but more impor- 
tant because know that the American labor move- 
ment are part the world East Berlin and Pilsen. 

“For every drop democratic blood spilled East 
Berlin Pilsen street are poorer. 

“For every life lost East Berlin this week have lost 
defender our streets Washington, London, Paris and 
thousands other cities the free world. 

“As strongly—as profoundly—as devotedly—as sincerely 
can, the American labor movement are today 
clasping hands with German and Czechoslovak workers, the 
men and women who fought East Berlin’s and Pilsen’s 
battles for democracy.” 


RFE Hungary ...... 
The Ideal Man 


Moscow and her Hungarian accomplices are conspiring 
against the laws God and man. their undertakings, 
however, they cannot count the help men who yearn 
for fraternal love and justice. order achieve their 
goals, they must breed new type man. During the 
course today’s program will outline few character- 
istics this new man who being forged the Com- 
munists. 


Dean: Gergely, old friend! haven’t seen each 
other long, long time. 

Professor: Not forty years. 

Dean: Our paths have parted since left this building 
newly graduated teachers. went far away, other 
countries, and finally Moscow. Don’t think, however, 
that lost sight you. followed your career with 
enormous interest. has been truly brilliant career. 
University professorship. Lectures foreign countries. 
Membership the Academy. Honorary degrees from the 
world’s great universities. 

Professor: These are just external things. They were not 
the real highlights career. 

Dean: understand. Your books. Your works. The 
fruits your spirit. was proud them. Even Moscow 
sat and took notice. And you know how critical they 
are there. And how different their standards are. 

Professor: Why did you ask here? What can 
for you? 

Dean: First all, tell what your occupation today. 

Professor: Why you ask? You know very well what 
happened. They dismissed from the University; 
now bricklayer Pestszentlorinc. 

Dean: called you ask you you would like 
return these halls? continue your work. teach, 
educate. 

Professor: Just exactly what are you thinking of? 

Dean: Gergely, have embarked upon great project; 
have begun momentous scheme. want, course, 
build new society here. Thousands plans burn in- 


side us. have all the requisites for success. Daring 
inspires us, and have the power execute our plans, 
There only one point weakness. 

Professor: What you lack? 

Dean: have men. And that how you can help 
us. You must teach again. You must train thousands 
new teachers for us. Would you this? 

Professor: For forty years that what did. For forty 
years taught students respect their thousand-year-old 
heritage. For forty years preached the laws love and 
honor. you want continue this, will not 
refuse you. 

Dean: One moment, Gergely. Our project demands 
other kind man. need new type man. You 
must help this. 


Professor: new type man? What you mean 


that? 


Dean: one knows better than you that every age 


has its own conception the ideal man. Every civiliza- 
tion has created its own man. 

Professor: The ideal man may change, but the funda- 
mentals remain unchanged. Every age infused its best men 
with the eternal laws moral order. 

Dean: not want these moral laws the past. 
They would burden our new man the execution his 
task, and endanger our aims. 

Professor: Then what should the man our world 
like? 

Dean: The example the Soviet man before us. This 
the type want transplant here and cultivate fur- 
ther. 

Professor: The Soviet man? What kind man he? 
What does live for? What are the principles which 
guide his life? 

Dean: The interests and aims the Communist Party. 
These are his creed. 


Professor: But other principles live within him? his 


religion teaches him differently? 

Dean: has other religion. Our conception the 
world differs from religion’s conception. And cannot 
tolerate contradiction. 

Professor: And what does this contradiction consist? 

Dean: Religion deceives people with mystical explana- 
tion the world. turns their interest from the real 
world the afterworld. The basis our world outlook 
scientific. want you teach that God not encount- 


ered the bottom test-tubes. Teach the fact that, with 


the help science, every phenomenon can explained, 
and that experience will give the answer all the world’s 
questions. 


Professor: With the exception the ultimate and great- 


est question. you want know what believe the 
greatest scientific discovery? The fact that for thousands 
years the most brilliant intellects have always stopped 
short before the ultimate problems. Their every effort 
crumbled helplessly before the great question mark, You 
say that experience your teacher. Very well then, there 
human intellect’s greatest experience. 
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Dean: The past has little teach our man. not 


need its heroes, its prophets its gods. The Soviet man 


creation the new times, for whom only the future 
holds enchantment. 
Professor: Nonsense! History has never had pioneer 
reckless that would dare deny every word the past. 
Dean: not deny every word. But only the voice 
suffering drifts through from the past; the murmur 
suffering and dissatisfied millions. Who would know 
better than educated man like yourself the passion and 
grief the malcontents the past? This, Gergely, what 
you must teach our new man. 
Professor: The pages history are many. They bear 
witness much grief and suffering. But history also con- 
tains many encouraging and inspiring chapters. Why 
you wish extract only the negative from the living 
body history? cannot undertake this attempt upon its 
life. would distorting the truth taught what you 

Dean: Which truth? 

Professor: there more than one kind truth? 

Dean: The truth the oppressors different from the 
truth the oppressed. The moral order the oppressors 
prescribes different rules from the moral order the op- 
pressed. You must teach that those virtues which the op- 
pressors raised high were only created insure their power 
and perpetuate the misery the oppressed. Our man 
holds sacred only proletarian morality. 
Professor: You are provoking destiny you disrupt the 
world’s moral unity. How can teach that certain law 
physics does not apply the working class? Don’t two 
and two make four for you? Doesn’t the earth revolve 
around the sun for your social class? the seasons change 
differently for you, does the law gravity affect you 


differently? All life have preached that moral laws 


are eternal and universal, like the laws nature. 
course, one may ignore them deny them. But, just like 
the laws nature, these laws will relentlessly avenge any- 
one who breaks them. 

Dean: These are speculations, Gergely. 

Professor: Tell me, what shall teach about fraternal 
love your people? 

Dean: Teach them love the Party and its leaders. 
have need for that love which the world has been 
preaching now—leniency and humility the face 
the enemy. stand the basis the class struggle 
and wish train the new man for bitter fight. would 
fine situation educated them forgive their 
enemies. Teach them that brotherly love fabrication 
Christianity and capitalism. 

Professor: How could teach that? Long before the 
coming Christianity, Socrates taught that love life’s 
principal virtue. There has never been society which has 
rejected love’s power build. 

Dean: Come now, Gergely, let practical. For cen- 
turies the virtues love have been taught men. But 
look around you. Have they been successful realizing 
world love and justice anywhere? 


Radio Free Europe 


Professor: No. But were the right road. The 
road long and winding, and man weak and fallible. 
During the course history have failed and fallen back 
thousand times along the way. But got and started 
out again. were drawn the ultimate goal, the 
waters spring draw the thirsty and the high peaks at- 
tract those who want see. This goal uplifted man and 
ennobled his life. And you want destroy this ideal with- 
out offering another its place. 

Dean: offer new ideals. The aims our Party and 
the teachings proletarian morality. 

Professor: And what this does not satisfy the people, 
and they doubt its validity? 

Dean: There are doubts our world. Our man must 
accept faith every word our teachings. 

Professor: Progress begins when man longer sat- 
isfied with ready-made answers, when begins doubt 
the validity firmly-entrenched beliefs. 

Dean: are familiar with human weaknesses. 
know that man lives the spirit revolt against the in- 
terests the community. But have our prescription 
for keeping this under control: fear and dread. nature 
man cowardly. make use this cowardice fur- 
ther our interests. constantly keep before him the 
spectre reprisal. want him live his entire life 
state fear and dread. want this dread follow 
him from cradle grave; want live with him 
his place work, his family circle, his social gather- 
ings. Fear our most effective educational weapon. 

Professor: know its power well. You kill man’s indi- 
viduality, thus destroying his spirit. 

Dean: Who wants individualism? Our world must 
comprised obedient mass dedicated men. Our 
new man characterized discipline and obedience. 

Professor: discipline which you have injected into your 
people through fear and dread. This not the discipline 
free men, but the cringing terrified animals. Such 
men will never capable creating. They will have 
conviction, drive. 

Dean: provide for this drive. teach our people 
hate. This gives the impetus their lives. With 
this will make them tireless battle and merciless 
the face their enemies. 

Professor: You will indeed have need for this. You 
must blind their eyes with hate. Only thus can you make 
them believe that servility freedom and humiliation, 
exaltation. 

Dean: Those are strong words, Gergely. Hate the 
catalyst revolution. And want educate revolu- 
tionary man. 

Professor: Revolutionaries? Where are the revolutionaries 
your society? Or, better, since when you call slaves 
revolutionaries? Bureaucrats without 
Hordes informers. army policeman. That 
what you have. You have exterminated the revolutionaries. 
Today their traces can only found your prisons and 
cemeteries. 

Dean: Gergely, you have gone too far. extended 
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friendly hand. wanted help you teach again. 

Professor: For the work which you offer, you will need 
only phonographs, not men. 

Dean: Take care, Gergely. have methods for mak- 
ing ourselves understood. 

Professor: not afraid them. will say what 
Socrates told his judges: “If you spare life, shall 
only continue teach that for which you have condemned 
me.” 

Dean: Will you then abandon your profession? 

Professor: No, but will wait for the time when can 
again teach, according own lights. 

Secretary: Comrade Dean, what have you done this 
man? was tottering when got here. And when 
left, walked had been reborn. You have given 
new faith this man. 

Dean: Perhaps have put new faith into him. But 
bring chair. feel weak. 


RFE Poland 
The Other Side the Coin 


constantly expanding system spying on, and de- 
nouncing citizens various police networks, one 
the most typical Soviet institutions. addition the or- 
dinary plainclothes detective, and tremendous apparatus 
internal espionage and counter-espionage; addition, 
then, the seksot [undercover State employee], open, 
official position informer—the area correspondent—has 
been established the State. 

the general process transplanting the enslaved 
countries the system control terror prepared the 
Soviet Union, all the refinements civilization developed 
the leading country concentration camps were also 
transplanted. Hundreds camouflaged [State Se- 
curity] agents stand behind every open Party functionary. 
The Polish people, nature frank and talkative, has be- 
come distrustful, uncommunicative and withdrawn. 
every street car, train, office, plant, restaurant and theater, 
the long ears the agents Comrades Bierut and Rad- 
kiewicz try hear every word spoken whispered. Spy- 
ing and denouncing are social plague dimensions 
undreamt the past. The purpose the Occupation 
destroy the nation from within, divide barriers 
suspicion and mistrust. Thus, when this vast collec- 
tion the Soviet service terror—the UB, militia, 
ORMO, Party agents, the Red Army and Russian observ- 
ers—another form spying was added, that the so- 
called area correspondents, then human endurance was 
exhausted and the people’s contempt concentrated itself 
these particular servants the occupiers. 

These rural, industrial and what-not correspondents 
combine the most disagreeable qualities one can imagine. 
ordinary police agent, commonly called “the secret 
one,” least tries avoid publicity and does not pose 
hero. Not correspondent. has even been of- 
ficially recognized and classified writer. His reports 
and denunciations must signed with his name. this 
way, the regime excited the ambitions various semi- 


literate and quarter-literate individuals, considering 
voice that community conscience. This caused confu- 
sion and competition among these new candidates for 
heroes. was thought highly commendable combine 
the style the police report with the classic form 
patriotic bombast. The people were openly contemptuous 
and brought the “writers” state hysteria. They 


began seek the aid the State—in other words, the 
aid the UB. The distaste felt for this collection spies 
soon became universal. Managements factories, admin- 


istrative organs State Farms, even the Shop Committees 


which had find and appoint such correspondents, looked 


with disgust these candidates for police informers. 


the past, similar phenomena took place the Soviet 


Union where the leading terror-maker, Comrade Stalin him- 


self, had publicly warn people against boycotting the 
police informers. 


There are two sides the coin. The official and Soviet 


side glitters the lapels the more diligent agents 
denunciation, decorated Cyrankiewicz for meeting 
the quotas police-informing. The other side this 
“noble” service was best illustrated the words one 
the participants conference, Josef Rzeszutko, who 
spoke about people’s attitude toward this institution ex- 
tra-terror. Rzeszutko complained: “Nobody the village 
wants understand us. They come only with sticks.” 

Rzeszutko’s dramatic confession not exception, 
may seen from numerous complaints published the 
regime press. These complaints are usually made the 
correspondents themselves. One them, Stanislaw Bartel 
Kosciuszko Foundry, wrote Glos Pracy: con- 
sidered the plant management merely necessary 
The same admission made disillusioned 
Kazimierz Betlinski, correspondent from meat packing 
plant Warsaw: “The directors our plant look upon 
the evil which the tells people tolerate? There 
little wonder that yet another disillusioned spy weeps 
sadly over the radio: have been elected the factory cor- 
respondent. One acquaintances called police 
informer. opinion this insult any corre- 
what, pray tell, does this man write—Crimean sonnets? 

“Writing reports not police informing but civic vigi- 
lance.” Various things are considered civic vigilance the 
Communist system. Under the slogan civic vigilance, 
millions citizens have been murdered the Soviet 
Union. Under the same pretext Poland, the UB, the 
military courts, and Prosecutors Zurakowski and Ligeza 
prepare tortured people for public trials which take place 
the name justice and civic vigilance. The work 
the “corresponding” agents belongs exactly the same 
category civic vigilance. Everyone knows only too 
well. The Polish community notes the names these cor- 
respondents, and when the time comes will show them 
the same civic vigilance. Then they will have nobody 
turn because all their protectors from the will 
submitted this civic vigilance before they are. 
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News 


Italian Diplomatic Passports Repudiated 
Bucharest 

According authoritative European news sources, the 
Romanian regime has withdrawn its recognition the 
diplomatic passports held employees the Italian Lega- 
tion Bucharest. Thus the employees were obliged, under 
the general law for natives and visitors, register with the 
police within hours. Many these employees, fearing 
persecution, arrest deportation, did not report for regis- 
tration. Consequently, they and their families were forced 
leave their apartments and seek immunity moving 
into Italian Legation premises, where they are now living. 


Concrete Details 

The Budapest press has disclosed unusual detail facts 
and figures the construction two strategic highways 
Hungary. One these connects Budapest with the Pecs- 
Komlo coal region, major industrial and mining district; 
the other highway follows the left bank the Danube 
River, linking Budapest with the frontier town Baja. 
Both routes run from the center the country south 
toward the Yugoslav border. 

Magyar Nemzet (Budapest), May 10, described the 
Budapest-Pecs highway follows: 


“The highway between Budapest and Pecs utilizes 
bridges, bypassing all congested areas. Magnificent 
viaducts span the chasms the Mecsek mountains. 
1,250,000 cubic meters soil and stones were removed 


News Briefs 


Briefs 


order level slopes and straighten out bends. Be- 
tween Mecseknadasd and Pecsvarad, two huge bridges 
are built across valleys. Over the Varasd valley 180- 
meter long viaduct spans the 32-meter depth; there 
not another such viaduct all Hungary. The huge 
Stalinyec bulldozers have been invaluable this work. 


May the same newspaper wrote: 


“Workers the Budapest-Baja highway decided that, 
honor the Budapest convention the World Coun- 
cil for Peace, they would complete certain stretch 
the highway May 31. However, they did even more 
than was pledged; the stretch was completed May 27. 
Consequently this wonderful highway will soon com- 
pleted and opened the public.” 


Largest Polish Catholic Weekly Suspended 


Poland’s principal Roman Catholic newspaper suspended 
publication with its March issue, according Vatican 
news sources. believed that Tygodnik Powszechny 
(Cracow) has been banned the regime because 
direct refusal the staff publish article mem- 
ber the “patriotic priests” organization. 

The Cracow archdiocesan weekly the only Catholic 
newspaper Poland with nationwide circulation. Gov- 
ernment authorities are said planning convert the 
paper into the official organ “patriotic” Catholics who 
actively support the Communist regime. 
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Overproduction Plans 


That too many production plans obstruct the economic 
view fact which the editors Communist trade 
journals are becoming acutely aware. The February 
issue Zapadocesky Hornik, Czechoslovak miners’ jour- 
nal, declared: “Somebody bound wonder why 
haven’t announced the progress the production plan 
the West Bohemian coal mines. gladly so, but 
can’t, because there are several plans—Plan and and 
perhaps even Plan C—and really don’t know which 
these plans indicates the true state our production.” 

According escaped customs inspector from Hun- 
gary, administrators nationalized enterprises Com- 
munist Hungary have familiarize themselves with the 
following terms referring “Plans” and “Reports”: 


Various types plans: 
Stretched Plan 

Loose Plan 

Operative Plan 
Realistic Plan 
Unrealized Plan 
Universal Plan 
Annual Plan 
Quarterly Plan 
Broken Plan 


Various terms for reports: 


Monthly Report 

Ten Day Report 

Five Day Report 
Production Report 
Manager’s Report 

Fire Accident Report 
“Special Pledges” Report 
“Emergency Session” Report 
Cash Register Report 
Salaries Report 

Social Security Report 


Varied Diet Bourgeois, Father Tells Son 


young farmboy, now refugee the West, says that 
escaped from Hungary because his Communist father’s 


fanaticism. The father religiously met every demand the 


Communists imposed his small farm; these demands 
finally led the ruin the farm. “Our meals deteriorated 
and soon had only potatoes and cabbage,” the boy said. 
expressed the wish that had more varied 
diet, father shouted that was ‘bourgeois’ and ac- 
cused wanting ‘eat chicken every day the 

another occasion the boy urged his father buy 
hog they could have some meat. “Father again shouted 
me, “Everybody satisfied except you! Only you are 
always complaining instead keeping the interests the 
state uppermost your When the father’s at- 
tacks became increasingly bitter, the boy was afraid that 
might denounced his father the police and 
decided escape the West. 


Budapest Riddle 


“Why the sale liquor prohibited during the Hun- 
garian elections?” 

“So that one should see two Parties where there 
only one.” 


Avoids Scrap 


Olympic champion runner and Czechoslovak Army 
Major Emil Zatopek, letter the April issue 
Sber, organ the Czechoslovak Scrap Collection Commit- 
tee, admitted that “no longer picks paper outside his 
house” and that passes the litter baskets the street 
“without noticing them.” answer Sber’s question 
what well-known Czechoslovak sports figures were doing 
for the collection waste paper, metal and other discarded 
material, Zatopek declared: once attempted collect 
waste paper from the streets and from the public trash 
baskets, but was reminded that this was undignified while 
wearing Czech Army uniform. 


Dancers Their "Golden 


Nora Kovats and Istvan Rab, “proletarian” ballet stars 
the Budapest Opera, who studied Moscow gov- 
ernment funds before achieving great prominence Hun- 
gary, chose freedom escaping West Berlin while 
tour Soviet-dominated East Germany. 

Kovats and Rab had enjoyed the greatest privileges, 
both political and financial. They were given the leading 
parts the Budapest Opera. recent months they had 
been featured new performance “Coppelia”, 
which they danced special duet. They were often sent 
the neighboring Soviet-bloc countries act ambas- 
sadors Soviet culture, which they were considered 
outstanding exponents. March 15, 1953, they were 
both given the Kossuth Prize 10,000 forints each, con- 
ferred for the first time upon Hungarian ballet dancers. 

What effect their escape will have other Hungarian 
artists cannot, course, foreseen. the past, govern- 
ment authorities have relied preferential economic and 
social treatment, plus the intimidation relatives, 
make prominent Hungarians (for the most sportsmen) 
“safe” their visits free countries. But evident 
that the regime has failed fashion escape-proof 
“golden cage” for its artistic elite. 


Scare Poland 


Polish health authorities had isolate two streets 
Gdynia Granowek combat the smallpox epidemic which 
broke out soon after the return from India the Polish 
liner Batory March 18. 

According recent information, the Batory returned 
with ten crewmen ill. The disease was spread 
shore some crew members who were permitted disem- 
bark few days before the quarantine was over. 

The authorities strictly enforced vaccination. People 
who failed appear the clinics were liable punish- 
ment one year’s imprisonment. 
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Radio Budapest, June announced literary contest 


for its home subscribers with prizes 3,000, 2,000 and 1,000 


forints. All listeners were invited submit verse, story 
play, the length which not exceed sheets and 
which must written one five subjects: This 


How Stand Guard Over Peace With Work; Meet- 
ing Foreign Peace Partisans; About Children, Their 
Lives, Their Future; What Expect From Our Five- 
Year-Plan; The Most Memorable Experience 
Struggles for Peace. 


Romanian-Yugoslav Danube Agreement 


Navigation has always been difficult, for technical rea- 
sons, the sector the lower Danube called the Iron 
Gates. The navigable channel enters turn Romanian and 
Yugoslav territorial waters. therefore imperative for 


the two countries that common policy agreed upon for 
that particular point the Danube. 


Such agreement could not reached until now be- 
cause the political tension existing between Tito and the 
Cominform countries. Following the Kremlin’s “peace of- 
fensive” and its apparent readiness make conciliatory 
gestures, meeting was arranged the Danube harbors 
Orsova and Techia between Romanian and Yugoslav 


delegates. June agreement was signed, Grigore 
Preoteasa, assistant Foreign Affairs Minister, for Romania; 
and Minister Plenipotentiary Slavoljub Petrovic for Yugo- 


slavia. 

The principle free navigation the Iron Gates was 
once more confirmed and measures decided upon ensure 
fair share benefits and responsibilities both parties. 


The technical and financial services will have their head- 


quarters Techia, Yugoslavia, while the administrative 
and navigation services will located Orsova, Ro- 
mania; employees will be, equal numbers, Romanians 
and Yugoslavs. 

Negotiations Bucharest reorganize the Danube 
Commission, which controls shipping the river, have 
far failed. According June dispatches from Bel- 
grade, the Soviet Union and the Cominform countries 
Czechoslovakia, Romania, Bulgaria and Hungary cate- 
gorically rejected Yugoslavia’s proposals that the com- 
mission’s top posts rotated among the six member-na- 


tions every three years. Yugoslavia was trying break 
Soviet control the commission. 


Polish Cemetery Destroyed 


New information has been received concerning the de- 
struction the Cemetery the Defenders Lwow. Once 
Poland’s foremost national shrine, originally contained 
the body the Unknown Soldier which now lies state 
Warsaw. The cemetery dedicated the memory 
the Lwow citizens, including school children, who engaged 
house-to-house struggle rescue the city from Uk- 
occupation 1918. Their graves rest the side 


News Briefs 


those who gave their lives during the Bolshevik inva- 
sion 1920, among them three American volunteer pilots, 
Captain Kelly, Captain McCallum, and Lieutenant Graves, 
the 7th “Kosciuszko” Squadron. 

eyewitness reports that this cemetery has been com- 
pletely destroyed order the Soviet authorities (Lwow 
the Polish Eastern Territories incorporated the 
USSR into the Ukraine 1945). All statues and orna- 
ments testifying the Polish national character the 
cemetery have been removed. number memorial 
plaques and slabs were broken up. Some larger stone slabs, 
after obliteration all marks and writing, were used for 
the decoration the new railway station Lwow. 

students’ excursion arranged April this year took 
photographs various prominent places the city 
Lwow, the best which were used for reproduction 
newspapers and poster displays. The photographs were 
submitted the Press Committee the local Party Com- 
mittee, which decided destroy all pictures the frag- 
ments the Cemetery the Defenders Lwow its 
present state. true fashion, the students were 
obliged surrender the films which these photographs 
had been taken. 

The Soviets, their drive convince the Western world 
the voluntary nature the incorporation the Eastern 
Territories, have thus removed what is, them, incon- 
venient reminder the historic desire Lwow resist 
the Ukraine and adhere Poland. 


This pre-war photograph the Cemetery the Defenders 
Lwow shows the monument dedicated the American officers 
killed the Bolshevik invasion 
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Former Consul Handy Man 


Borislav Boskovsky, former Czechoslovak Consul 
Vienna, arrested the regime about one and half years 
ago for having engaged illegal activities [presumably 
non-political], has been released under the Czechoslovak 
amnesty. His wife, Soviet citizen, divorced him after his 
arrest. Boskovsky, allegedly broken physically, has been 
“mercifully” given janitor’s job with Prague firm in- 
stead being sent the Ostrava coal mines, the site 
which many amnestied prisoners are sent upon release. 


Ten O'Clock Scholars 


Criticism professors, scholars and research institutes 
has become increasingly severe the Soviet press. “Nepo- 
tism”, “collusion”, and “falsification” have been the prin- 
cipal charges. article the March issue Soviet 
Latvia (Riga) cites the case the director Riga’s Insti- 
tute Language and Literature, who took over wing 
the home (now national shrine) the Latvian poet Ja. 
Rainis, for his living quarters. seems that here, “away 
from the noise the city,” was writing thesis the 
status Latvian revolutionary literature and journalism. 

Director Sokol, the article continued, “did not stop” 
this unauthorized requisitioning living quarters. 
assigned two workers from the Museum Literature 
the Academy Sciences, which also was the direc- 
tor, collect material for the thesis. third person was 
assigned edit the manuscript. Finally fourth person, 
listed furnace-stoker the museum payroll, was uti- 
lized secretary-typist. 

The thesis was written through the combined efforts 
these five persons, and submitted Sokol the council 
the Institute. The following transpired the session 
the council: 


many years research,’ said Comrade Sokol, 
offer for your attention only small part the work, 
the contents which well known you from 
articles periodicals.’ Here Sokol slapped his hand 
pile newspapers and magazines turned yellow with 
age, and continued: ‘Recently made thorough study 
the question whether not famous writer did 
attend the tea parties given the well-known patron 
literature, Benjamin. Yes, did attend. However, 
spite this, was passing through profound per- 
sonal tragedy,’ said the author the thesis, and, with 
meaningful expression his face, sat down. 

“The discussion the thesis proceeded smoothly. 
However, when the problem arose what title give 
the thesis, the learned gentlemen were stumped. 

what did the author wish say his 
asked one the council members, with ques- 
tioning glance the ceiling. But one was able 
answer this question, including the author the thesis.” 


Nevertheless, Soviet Latvia fumed, the council did not 
reject Sokol’s thesis; the contrary, recommended that 
favorably considered.” Not only that, but other theses 
were “recommended despite their worthlessness.” The 


quality work done the Institute Language 


Literature found “very low.” The article continued: 


“Four studies the staff, which were ap- 
proved the council, were found value 
higher boards. The Institute does not fulfill its plans. 
The prospectus the history Latvian literature was 
much delayed, and when did appear, was found 
contain serious errors. Master Sciences, Spage, 
has been working for long time the question 
Baltic-Slavic language connections. This research, which 
cost the State 98,000 rubles, proved the level 
composition ninth grade pupil. The Institute 
spent over half million rubles 1952, and all has 
show for the money are two collections very doubt- 
ful scientific merit.” 


Other articles the Soviet press mention similar “short- 
comings.” investigation the output economists 
the USSR Academy Sciences showed that many senior 
members “averaged only one two printed sheets year 
over period several years.” 


Romanian Radio Reviewed 


overall review Romanian radio was published 
the Romanian press the occasion Broadcasting Day, 
May Figures were quoted from report delivered 
Mihail Rosianu, chairman the Radio Committee. 

According this report, the installation one million 
loudspeakers called for under the Five Year Plan; far, 
130,000 are operation. 20,000 loudspeakers were pro- 
duced April 1953, line with the rapid “radiofication” 
(centrally controlled program diffusion) the 
But “radiofication” did not fulfill the Plan for 1952, and 
was particularly deficient the Pitesti, Bacau and Iasi 
regions. 

The number radio subscribers was said have in- 
creased five times over 1944. Aside from the broadcasting 
station the band which replaced the former 
Bucharest station, new transmitters the 207, 261 and 
396-meter bands were installed and additional transmitters 
are under construction. 

The newspapers criticized the content radio programs, 
citing errors broadcasts, weakness the agitators’ pro- 
grams, and “deplorable trend toward lifeless scripts 
saturated with More popular programs and 
light music were recommended. The poor quality most 
the loudspeakers was also deplored. 


Marriage Mill 


Dikobraz (Prague), May 17, reported that “although the 
simplicity the civil marriage ceremony [recently intro- 
duced Czechoslovakia] has won the approval the 
broad masses”, some Party officials interpret simplicity 
mean “getting over with quickly.” The newspaper cited 
cases officials appearing the ceremonial chamber 
untidy clothes, sweaters, riding boots, etc., the sole 
aim mumbling the legal formula fast possible.” 
Cases couples being kept waiting for two hours more 
were also criticized. 
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Pledges Parodied 
Workers the Iron Curtain countries are constantly 


inveighed upon make every conceivable kind “work 
pledge.” Zycie Warszawy (Warsaw), May reported that 
the Warsaw Post Telegraph Bureau No. has dis- 


play sign which tells the following pledge: 
“We, the undersigned employees Window pledge 
ourselves 
“1. receive mail which carefully and neatly ad- 
dressed 
“2. and receive telephone and radio-license bill pay- 
ments which are filled out correctly and legibly.” 


Fishing for Communism 


Under the Communist regime, fishermen are affected not 
only the wind and weather but number other 
factors which complicate the life both sea and ashore. 

young Polish fisherman who worked for the Dalmor 
deep-sea fishing enterprise for six months before escaping 
the West was sent out five ships during the short 
period half year, and only one them did make 
many two voyages. “Sailors once took pride the 
number voyages they sailed one ship, and shipmates 
became fast and loyal friends, but the Communists keep 
the fishermen rotating from one ship another order 
prevent them from forming close groups attach- 
ment particular ship,” said. 

This young fisherman described the severe controls which 
every ship must undergo when leaving returning port. 
The entire crew, said, had line deck and each 
sailor had hand over his “seaman’s bock” one the 
members the Border Guard who came aboard. The 
officer charge received list all the names the crew 
and checked them carefully against the “books” and the 


men present. 


That check completed, the officer conducted search 


the entire ship with the help diagram 


the boat. The contents every cupboard and drawer 
were inspected thoroughly. While the ship lay alongside 


the pier, constant watch was kept two soldiers and 
could board leave the ship without showing 
his “seaman’s book.” 


Out the open sea control still persisted, only the 
presence the political officer who shipped aboard every 
trawler and lugger, and was expected inculcate Com- 


the fishermen. The only boats which were 
spared this officer were the cutters, which did not have one 


owing lack space, the duty being performed one 
the crew. 


The political officer did not have work fisherman, 
except rare occasions helping with heavy catch. 
His pay was not affected the size the catch, was 
the fishermen’s, but consisted base pay about 800 
Fishermen receive base pay about 300 zloty, plus 
percentage the value the catch. This usually gave 
each man about 2,400 zloty the ship caught average 
tons one trip. (Zloty-dollar exchange: 4-1). 
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Fishing was much subject norms all other occu- 
pations. The amount each boat was supposed bring 
was fixed for each month throughout the season, according 
the supply fish and the weather that could ex- 
pected during that month. Should the catch fall below the 
fixed norm, percentage was paid, only base pay. When 
the norm was exceeded, each fisherman received percent- 
age premium. 

Here, elsewhere, the relentless insistence norms had 
its effect the safety the men. Accidents occurred 
result captains striving run their ships for greater 
number miles than conditions warranted because they 
wished exceed the norm. Overhauls were postponed 
long possible, especially when pledges had been signed 
for greater efforts honor holiday Communist 
birthday. The captain the trawler Saturn, for 
instance, kept his boat sea for one and half years 
beyond the time she should have been docked for overhaul. 
When accidents did occur, the responsible captain was ar- 
rested and questioned the Political Police, who almost 
always recorded the disaster “attempted sabotage.” 

Because the strenuous nature the work, good food 
was provided, although much depended the character 
the cook, who could withhold part the men’s rations, 
particularly coffee and chocolate, and sell them ashore 
the black market. Fortunately for the crews, the cooks 
were constantly shifted from ship ship the same man- 
ner the fishermen. 

The condition some the boats was really shocking, 
according this fisherman, who recalled that five boats, 
including the Wielki Woz, were sold the government 
Israel such poor shape that the sailors jokingly said that 
coal would fall through the bottoms. 

Sailors have lost their spirit and sense camaraderie, 
said the Only two things compensate them for 
this gray existence: better wages than those shore, and 
better opportunities for escape the West. 


Moonshine Hungary 


Shortages and low incomes make Hungarians increas- 
ingly resourceful. Hungarian escapee describes how 
Hungarian housewives make their own wine and beer 
home order circumvent the high prices the State- 
owned bars and liquor stores: 


“For making wine, housewives mix six liters water 
with ounces sugar and five ounces bread crust. 
After about six weeks fermentation this makes liquid 
resembling sour wine. any case least good 
the wine sold the restaurants for 11.6 forints [$4, 
free market rates] liter. 

“To make beer, they combine malt, ounces sugar, 
1/3 ounce hops, and yeast, with six liters water. 
The mixture cooked slowly for about two hours and 
put into bottles. For several days the bottles must 
opened once day release the excess carbonation. 
After few days this makes beer-like drink which has 
quite pleasant taste. And since regular beer sold 
the State-owned stores costs 2.5 forints [85 cents] per 
liter, this method making beer home very popu- 
lar Hungary.” 


) * 
ear 
lion 
far, 
on” 
and 
in- 
ting 
and 
pro- 
ripts 
and 
most 
the 
cited 
sole 
ble.” 
more 


Too Many Noodle Choppers 


When newlywed Budapest housewife complained that 
she could not buy kitchen collander any the local 
stores, Esti Budapest reporter began investigate. 
went numerous stores but could find collanders. 
was offered tea-strainers instead. The following day, May 
30, his newspaper reprimanded the manufacturers, the 
municipal council and the Ministry Industry: “Many 
commodities which should manufactured are not being 
made. The Wooden Commodity manufacturing enter- 
prise has flooded the market with foot mats and noodle 
choppers, but yardsticks can bought nowhere. Some 
enterprises seem avoid manufacturing goods which re- 
quire more work make.” 


Home Building Conditions 


Although virtually all construction Czechoslovakia 
nationalized and carried the Czechoslovak Build- 
ing Company CSSZ, the state occasionally grants permis- 
sion workers build their own homes, but the same 
time hamstrings them with series conditions described 


“Workers the Iron Works Trinec are permitted 
build their own homes they are recommended 
the Factory Council; sign 10-year work contract with 
the Iron Works; hire professional help; make 
for any lost time putting additional hours 
advance; pay the official price for the building mate- 
rial allotted them the Building Department the 
Iron Works. 

“In the case death disability the worker, 
another member the family must assume the obliga- 
tions. does not meet them, confiscation the 
house and other assets may result.” 


Sweets Loosen Children's Tongues 


Children the State-run nurseries Moravia 
Czechoslovakia are cajoled into revealing their parents’ 
political sentiments through technique described 
escapee. According his report, Party agitator visits the 
nurseries intervals, bringing the children candy and pho- 
tographs Communist leaders take home. Returning 
the next day, she asks the children how they enjoyed the 
candy and what they did with the photographs. “Did your 
parents like the pictures gave you?” she asks. The chil- 
dren often reveal that their parents either threw the pic- 
tures out disposed them some other way. The names 
these parents are then listed with the police 
unreliables.” 


For Blood, Cakes and Ale 


Vienna correspondent reports that blood donations 
have become method increasingly used many Budapest 
residents, particularly women, make some extra income. 
The Hungarian Red Cross [Communist] now pays for- 
ints ($2), increase from forints, cash; pair 
sausages, two cakes and glass beer for 320 centimeters 
blood. Physicians have observed that many the donors 


are mothers who give blood regularly every two three 
months. 


Foot Fault 


— 


“What more you want? already repeatedly admitted 
self-critically that dropped the girder your foot.” 


From Dikobraz (Prague), 


New Sub-Military Clubs 


The formation local army clubs called Wojugolki was 
recently reported from the Grodno district Byelorussia 
(former Polish territory annexed Russia). These clubs, 
which were created order the Grodno Army Dis- 
trict Command April 28, will composed units 
the paramilitary DOSAAF [Volunteer Association for Co- 
operation with the Army, Air Force and Navy]. 

According the size its membership, each DOSAAF 
unit will have one three these clubs, under the direc- 
tion Soviet Army reserve officers. The organization 
Wojugolki the Grodno district was begun May 
urban and rural groups. 

Their function appears train young Communists 
for frontier patrol service. Wolkowysk (Byelorussia) 
and other areas the Eastern Territories bordering 
Poland, the Wojugolki are have instructors from the 
Soviet Border Guard. Members the DOSAAF have been 
required since January give concrete “assistance” the 
Soviet Border Guard combatting illegal traffic the 
border between Poland and the Soviet-incorporated Repub- 
lic Byelorussia. 


Letter the Law 


(From letters-to-the-editor column, Lidova Demokracie 
[Prague], May 

Question: pensioner and have tiny plot 
ground .66 hectares. The only livestock own one 
goat. The authorities insist that tax kilograms 
beef.” Signed: S.K., Podivice. 

Answer: “Everyone who owns more than hectares 
must pay the state certain amount beef. You will sim- 
ply have make swap with neighbor. 
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